Statement of Work for Collection Agreement - 4/22/20
Project Name: PG&E-Los Padres National Forest Fuels Implementation and NEPA Project


I. Implementing fuels reduction work in 2020 on projects that currently have NEPA decisions for treatments.

Santa Barbara Mountain Communities Defense Zone
Funds will be used in this project to maintain existing fuel breaks in chaparral vegetation to reduce wildfire threats posed to the mountain communities in the hills north of Santa Barbara. The total work here will include mechanical fuels maintenance work on 5.5 miles of fuel breaks, ranging up to 300-500 feet wide, and totaling 198 acres. The fuel breaks are in zones of strategic importance to protect the nearby 174 residences and homesteads from wildfire. The fuel breaks will reduce the intensity of fire behavior within these zones by reducing the amount and changing the arrangement of flammable vegetation.  
Camino Cielo Defensible Fuels Profile Zone
Funds will be used in this project to maintain 40 miles of an existing, 300 feet wide ridgetop fuel break in the Santa Ynez Mountains, totaling approximately 1,302 acres. The fuel break spans from Refugio Road east to Romero Saddle along the ridgetops of the West and East Camino Cielo Roads. The total fuel break protects the wildland urban interfaces of Goleta, Santa Barbara, and Montecito from wildfire.

II. Completing NEPA analysis and decision document supporting implementation of landscape fuels reduction treatments
Proposed NEPA under this project would include analysis and decision documents for fuels reduction treatments on the Los Padres NF landscape. Additionally, it would include the same for establishing fuels breaks already identified in the existing Strategic Fuel Break Assessment. Only a small proportion of these fuel breaks have been established (< 10% of them) and/or have a NEPA decision document completed that allows for implementation. Current existing fuel break widths could also be widened, as needed, and would remain shaded where possible. This NEPA analysis could potentially include fuels reduction work along roads, OHV trails, around structures, various facilities, and on NFS land adjacent to private and other government entities’ and agencies’ lands. More roadside treated areas would mean more suppression and/or prescribed fire containment lines and safer evacuation routes.
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