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RE: PROPOSED HABITAT CONNECTIVITY AND WILDLIFE CORRIDOR ORDINANCE

Dear Ventura County Planning Commission:

On behalf of the City of Thousand Oaks we support the Proposed Habitat Connectivity and

Wildlife Corridor Ordinance by the County of Ventura'

The City of Thousand Oaks currently has
aside as open space. This natural area
woodlands and nâtlve plants and wildlife, i

Wildlife, the Open Space Element states:

',preseruing witdtife resources requires preseruing land in open space because

any form o:t *itAife must have a habitat. Loss or alteration of habitat is a maior

cause of various forms of extinction,

Another critical function of open space is to provide wildlife movement

corridors. Movement corridors are habitat linkages utilized by wildlife spectes

to gain access to preferred foraging, water sources, nesting, and breeding

areas. ln order to'maintain their poputations in a healthy condition, animals

must have access fo ff¡ese critical areas. ln the Conejo Valley, fhese corridors

a/so function as impoftant access routes around developed areas to

undeveloPed Parcels''

One policy provision in the Open Space Element is OS -14:

,,To further reinforce the ring of open space planning principle, the City shall

support effotts by other goiernment agencies or non- profit organizations to

acquire and beieficially-manage open s,page in.the vicinity of the Planning

Arèa, and to work to preserue regionalwildlife habitat linkages."
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The City recognizes that regulatory policies which are part of the General Plan are essential
for COSCA in supporting planning and land use efforts to support wildlife movement,
connectivity, and habitat preservation within the City's open space.

We support the County's Proposed Ordinance Regulating Development Within the Habitat

Connectivity and Wildlife Corridors and the Critical Wildlife Passage Areas Overlay Zones.
They serve as a comprehensive proposal to advance efforts to protect wildlife and enhance
increased connectivity through critical wildlife corridors.

Sincerely,

/ 7'
,Robert McCoy

Mayor

c: Linda Parks, VC Board of Supervisors, District 2,Via Fax: 805-373-8396
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