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Morning Along the Sierra Madre
Eldon M. Walker

Ojai Wild!
April 12, 2014 • Ojai

Save the Date! Gather with family and friends for our Seventh Annual celebration at 
Diamond Hitch Camp, a picturesque site near Thacher Creek along the foothills of the Los 
Padres National Forest, on Saturday, April 12 2014. Join us in celebrating ForestWatch’s 
10th Anniversary and our region’s wild places and wildlife! 

Fracking Hearings
January 2014 • Ventura + Santa Maria

In January, the California Department of 
Conservation’s Division of Oil, Gas & 
Geothermal Resources (DOGGR) will 
host a series of public hearings regarding 
hydraulic fracturing (“fracking”) regulations 
and the practice’s environmental impact.

Ventura: January 9, 2014
Location TBA, 4–8 p.m.

Santa Maria: January 13, 2014
Santa Barbara County supervisors hearing 
room, 511 East Lakeside Parkway, 3–7 p.m.
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Usually, as the year 
comes to a close, 
a calm takes over 
the ForestWatch 
offices. We remi-
nisce about our 
accomplishments. 
We look ahead to 
the challenges fac-
ing us in the new 

year. And we are constantly reminded of 
the generosity of our members, donors, 
supporters, and volunteers for making 
our work possible.
This year’s no different. Except for one 
thing – there’s an unseasonably large 
amount of work we need to accom-
plish before year’s end. We’re prepar-
ing testimony for four public hearings 
regarding fracking and oil drilling in 
the forest. We’re reviewing thousands 
of pages of draft management plans 
for the Los Padres National Forest, 
the Hopper Mountain and Bitter Creek 
national wildlife refuges adjacent to the 
forest, and Channel Islands National 
Park. We’re working with law enforce-
ment officials to investigate unpermitted 
activities in the forest that are causing 
significant environmental degradation. 
And we’re putting boots on the ground, 
organizing our volunteer crews to clean 
up thousands of pounds of trash from 
our public lands.
There’s much work to be done, and if 
you and I don’t do it, nobody will. 
As we get ready to celebrate the holiday 
season with family and friends, rest 
assured that we’re doing everything we 
can to protect wild places and the great 
outdoors – and your support is what 
makes it all possible so that nothing falls 
through the cracks. Your support today, 
right now, is more critical than ever.
On behalf of the entire (busy) 
ForestWatch team, I wish you all the 
best as we approach the changing of the 
seasons and the coming new year.
For the forest,

Jeff Kuyper, 
Executive Director board
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Join us in thanking Board member Brad 
Monsma, who is stepping down  to 
devote more of his “free time” to the 
demands of his new position as head 
of the English Department at Cal State 
Channel Islands.

Brad first joined the Los Padres 
ForestWatch Board in 2006 and served 
as Board President for five years. He’ll 
continue to be involved with ForestWatch 
as a member of our Advisory Council, 
and as a donor, volunteer, and friend.

Thanks for all your contributions over 
the years, Brad!
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The Conservation Alliance
Outdoor Business Giving  
Back to the Outdoors
The Conservation Alliance is a group of 
outdoor industry companies that disburses 
its collective annual dues to grassroots envi-
ronmental organizations. Founded in 1989 
by REI, Patagonia, The North Face, and 
Kelty, their mission is to engage businesses 
to fund and partner with organizations with 
community-based campaigns to protect wild 
places for their habitat and recreation values.

Now with a membership of more than 
185 companies, the Alliance has contrib-
uted nearly $13 million throughout North 
America. Their results are impressive! 
Alliance funding has helped save more than 
42 million acres of wildlands; protect 2,748 
miles of rivers; stop or remove 25 dams; 
designate five marine reserves; and purchase 
nine climbing areas. 
The Conservation Alliance has also been an 
important catalyst for ForestWatch’s wilder-
ness protection effort, which is working to 
secure Wilderness designation for an addi-
tional 300,000 acres in the Los Padres. 
Along with this invaluable support, the 
Alliance has partnered with ForestWatch 
on its Backyard Collective program, which 
brings together member company employees 
and local grantees for a day of environmen-
tal action. ForestWatch helped coordinate 
the Alliance’s 2011 Backyard Collective 
project in the Los Padres, where more than 
100 employees of the Alliance member com-
panies came out in force. 
“We are proud to support Los Padres 
ForestWatch’s effort to protect wilder-
ness in the rugged chaparral of the Los 
Padres National Forest,” said John Sterling, 
Executive Director of The Conservation 
Alliance. “This landscape is important to 
our member companies in the region.” 
ForestWatch is grateful to The Conservation 
Alliance member companies for their com-
mitment to some of the most compelling 
conservation projects in North America.

Wild & Scenic Film Festival on Tour

Each year in January, the Wild & Scenic Film Festival draws top filmmakers, celeb-
rities, leading activists, social innovators and well-known world adventurers to the 
historic downtown of Nevada City, California to view more than one hundred short 
films and documentaries inspired by the great outdoors. This weekend then kicks off 
a nationwide tour to key cities across the country – showcasing the festival’s top films 
to diverse audiences and inspiring them to take environmental action. 
Los Padres ForestWatch was thrilled to be selected as the official host of September’s 
Santa Barbara stop of the 2013 Film Festival on Tour. The evening kicked off with 
a lively environmental fair featuring the work of many local nonprofit conservation 
organizations, some tasty treats and drinks, an exciting raffle, and a total of nine great 
environmental and adventure films were shown during the evening. 
This was the first year that ForestWatch brought this family-friendly film festival to 
Santa Barbara, with 250 people filling the Marjorie Luke Theatre raising more than 
$5,000 to support our efforts to protect the wild lands, wildlife, river and streams, and 
recreational areas of the Los Padres National Forest and the Carrizo Plain. Don’t miss 
next year’s Wild & Scenic Film Festival, coming in the fall.

ForestWatch Members Gather  
at Patagonia’s Great Pacific Iron Works

Hosted by our friends at Great Pacific Iron Works, our ForestWatch Members’ 
Gathering on November 8th was a huge success. With over 60 people in attendance, 
this was our largest members’ gathering to date. 
The evening’s presenters included ForestWatch’s Director of Outdoor Programs Craig 
Carey and Executive Director Jeff Kuyper, who addressed the history and current status 
of oil drilling in the Los Padres National Forest, including the controversial practice of 
hydraulic fracturing (fracking) in the Sespe Oil Field — a topic of marked interest and 
concern to our members. The discussion was followed by an energetic Q&A and the 
presentation of a $7,000 grant from Patagonia Ventura to further ForestWatch’s efforts.
Our sincere thanks Patagonia’s GPIW, Seasons Catering, New Belgium Brewing, and 
The Ojai Vineyard for their support of this event. 

forestWatch eveNts   
that's a Wrap!
Wrap-up of recent ForestWatch events
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and death to California condors. Between 
2001 and 2010, of the 29 California 
condor chicks hatched in the wild, 25 
had microtrash in their digestive tracts, 
10 died as a result, others were removed 
from the wild for recuperation, and two 
had emergency surgery and were eventu-
ally returned to the wild. According to 
federal biologists that manage California 
condor populations, microtrash is “one of 
the single most threatening challenges to 
condor recovery.”
The Sespe Oil Field is surrounded on 
three sides by the Sespe Condor Sanctuary 
and is adjacent to the Hopper Mountain 
National Wildlife Refuge. Because the oil 
field is located in prime condor habitat, 
oil companies operating in the Sespe Oil 
Field – and the government agencies that 
regulate them – have proposed numer-
ous measures since 2005 to prevent the 
accumulation of microtrash on well pads.
ForestWatch field inspectors recently 
conducted visits to twelve pads in the 
Sespe Oil Field. During these inspections, 
a total of 1,756 pieces of trash were col-
lected from the twelve pads, for an aver-
age of 146 pieces per pad. Also observed 
were open containers of toxic fluids, con-
dor strangulation hazards, and fragments 
of solder possibly containing lead, which 
is toxic to condors and other wildlife.
“The Sespe Oil Field contains more than 
150 pads, and our inspections suggest 
that all, or nearly all, of them contain 
significant amounts of microtrash and 

A report recently released by Los Padres 
ForestWatch reveals widespread trash 
contamination, toxic chemicals, and other 
hazards to wildlife in the Sespe Oil Field 
in and around the Los Padres National 
Forest. The findings suggest that the oil 
industry is not fulfilling its obligations 
to protect endangered condors that live 
in the area, placing the entire California 
Condor Recovery Program at risk. 
Microtrash – broken glass, wire frag-
ments, plastic bits, and other small refuse 
– is one of the leading causes of injury 
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present significant hazards to condors and 
other wildlife,” concludes ForestWatch in 
the report. “The magnitude of this prob-
lem is staggering, and must be remedied 
immediately to ensure that condors are 
not harmed by ongoing activities in the 
Sespe Oil Field. Given the threat posed to 
condors by microtrash ingestion and con-
tamination, current practices in the Sespe 
Oil Field are placing the entire California 
Condor Recovery Program at risk.”
The report recommends that the oil indus-
try, land managers, condor biologists, and 
nonprofit organizations work to inspect 
all pads in the Sespe Oil Field, to remove 
all microtrash that is currently present, 
and to quickly enact best management 
practices that will eliminate microtrash 
and other hazards from the area. 
Located approximately four miles north 
of Fillmore in Ventura County, the Sespe 
Oil Field is one of the oldest oil fields 
in California. Approximately half of 
the field’s oil and gas wells are located 
in the Los Padres National Forest. The 
lands in and around the oil field pro-
vide important habitat for endangered 
California condors, including the Sespe 
Condor Sanctuary, the Hopper Mountain 
National Wildlife Refuge, and the Sespe 
Wilderness.
You can find the report at LPFW.org/
trashing-the-sespe/.

rare
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Forest officials recently updated the list of 
plant and animal species in California that 
deserve special protection. Dubbed “sensi-
tive species,” these plants and animals are 
declining in numbers or their habitat is dete-
riorating, and without these special protec-
tions, there is a concern that they may slide 
towards extinction.

Of the 117 sensitive animal species in 
California, 21 of them (18%) are found in 
the Los Padres National Forest – making our 
region one of the most important areas in the 
state for the conservation of rare animals.

Biologists added six new animal species to 
the “sensitive species” list for the Los Padres 
National Forest. Notable additions include 
the two species of salamanders in San Luis 
Obispo county, monarch butterfly (which 
is experiencing “precipitous” declines in 
numbers), San Bernardino ringneck snake (a 
small gray snake with a bright orange ring 
around its neck), Pacific lamprey (a jawless 
fish that spends part of its life in the ocean 
and returns to freshwater streams to spawn), 
and fringed myotis (a large “mouse-eared” 
bat).

In addition to the 117 sensitive animals in 
the Los Padres National Forest, 23 additional 
animals here receive even more protection 
– they are included on the federal list of 
endangered and threatened species. These 
include species such as the California con-
dor, steelhead, arroyo toad, California red-
legged frog, Smith’s blue butterfly, and three 
species of fairy shrimp that are only found in 
seasonal wetlands.

The Forest Service also removed six animals 
from the sensitive species list. ForestWatch is 
consulting with local biologists to determine 
whether these animals warrant removal from 
the list, and is carefully monitoring land use 
activities in the Los Padres National Forest 
to ensure that these plants will continue to 
survive in our region. 

Visit our website at LPFW.org for more 
information about our region’s unique plants 
and wildlife.
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FaLL voLunteer   
suCCess!
ForestWatch volunteers scour condor habitat for microtrash

Over the past few months, ForestWatch 
volunteers have been hard at work clear-
ing microtrash from condor roosting areas 
across the Los Padres. 
In October, volunteers scoured the 
Cuyama Peak lookout site and removed 
155 lbs. of micro- and macrotrash from 
this condor roosting area; the lookout 
cabin collapsed a few years ago and 
debris and glass was found across the site.
In November, Los Padres ForestWatch 
teamed up with the UCSB Student 
Chapter of the Wildlife Society to clean 
up the Tar Creek parking area, where 165 
lbs. of trash was removed. 
November also saw ForestWatch and 
Patagonia team up and send a small crew 
of volunteers to an unnamed tributary of 
the Sespe where target shooting has gone 
unchecked. The crew collected 315 lbs. of 
shooters’ debris, including bullet-riddled 
propane tanks, spent shell casings, com-
puter monitors. The refuse was later dis-
posed of or recycled as appropriate. 
Since 2007, ForestWatch volunteers 
have removed more than 9,000 pounds 
of microtrash and other trash from key 
sites within the condor’s range. For more 
information about ForestWatch’s volun-
teer projects or to get involved, visit 
LPFW.org/volunteer.
 
Boots on the ground! Images courtesy 
Eldon M. Walker, Craig R. Carey, and 
Terri Laine.

Los Padres ForestWatch Legacy Program

You’ve loved the Los Padres National Forest for years – maybe a lifetime. You would like others to enjoy it for genera-
tions to come. Many people dream of protecting the forest for the future -- and the best way to make that happen is 
by making a bequest in your will or trust to support the continued work of Los Padres ForestWatch.

Bequests to Los Padres ForestWatch contribute significantly to our long-term financial well-being, and provide you 
with the ability to make a larger, longer term impact on the protection of the wild lands, wildlife, and free-flowing 
rivers across the Los Padres National Forest. They provide you with the assurance that your belief in our mission and 
work will continue and the satisfaction that the wishes for the use of your accumulated wealth will be honored.

A bequest is a simple way to support ForestWatch in the future while retaining control of your assets during your 
lifetime. You can name ForestWatch as a beneficiary of your will, trust, retirement plan, life insurance policy, or fi-
nancial accounts. As you make plans for your estate, we hope you will consider a bequest to support the continued 
work of Los Padres ForestWatch. 

For more information about making a bequest to ForestWatch:
phone: 805-617-4610 ext 2
email: diane@LPFW.org
web: www.LPFW.org/legacy

“Tomorrow’s Results Are 
Created by Today’s Dreamers”
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LOWER ABBOTT LAKE
LPFW submitted comments on a Forest Service 
proposal to remove vegetation in and around Lower 
Abbott Lake, a natural lake alongside the Arroyo 
Seco River. Officials would like to refill the lake 
with water to better protect threatened steelhead in 
the river from firefighting activities – a goal that 
ForestWatch supports.

MICROTRASH REPORT
ForestWatch investigation reveals widespread trash contamina-
tion, toxic chemicals, and other hazards to endangered Califor-
nia Condors in Ventura County’s Sespe Oil Field.
(PAGE 2)
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CUYAMA PEAK CLEAN-UP
ForestWatch volunteers remove 155 lbs. of micro-
trash from the Cuyama Peak Lookout site.  
(PAGE 5)

TAR CREEK  
TRAILHEAD CLEANUP
ForestWatch teams up with the UCSB Wildlife 
Society and removes 165 lbs. of trash from condor 
country. (PAGE 5)

SHOOTING AREA CLEAN-UP
315 lbs. of shooters’ debris removed from the 
Sespe watershed. (PAGE 5)

OFF-ROAD TRESPASS
ForestWatch is investigating four locations in the 
Santa Ynez mountains where dirtbikes and ATVs 
are illegally entering national forest land. We are 
working with appropriate law enforcement authori-
ties to ensure that the activity is prosecuted to the 
fullest extent of the law.

HUASNA ROAD ACCESS
ForestWatch is working with various stakeholders 
to identify solutions that would allow the public to 
continue using a historic trailhead leading to the 
Garcia Wilderness.
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and death to California condors. Between 
2001 and 2010, of the 29 California 
condor chicks hatched in the wild, 25 
had microtrash in their digestive tracts, 
10 died as a result, others were removed 
from the wild for recuperation, and two 
had emergency surgery and were eventu-
ally returned to the wild. According to 
federal biologists that manage California 
condor populations, microtrash is “one of 
the single most threatening challenges to 
condor recovery.”
The Sespe Oil Field is surrounded on 
three sides by the Sespe Condor Sanctuary 
and is adjacent to the Hopper Mountain 
National Wildlife Refuge. Because the oil 
field is located in prime condor habitat, 
oil companies operating in the Sespe Oil 
Field – and the government agencies that 
regulate them – have proposed numer-
ous measures since 2005 to prevent the 
accumulation of microtrash on well pads.
ForestWatch field inspectors recently 
conducted visits to twelve pads in the 
Sespe Oil Field. During these inspections, 
a total of 1,756 pieces of trash were col-
lected from the twelve pads, for an aver-
age of 146 pieces per pad. Also observed 
were open containers of toxic fluids, con-
dor strangulation hazards, and fragments 
of solder possibly containing lead, which 
is toxic to condors and other wildlife.
“The Sespe Oil Field contains more than 
150 pads, and our inspections suggest 
that all, or nearly all, of them contain 
significant amounts of microtrash and 

A report recently released by Los Padres 
ForestWatch reveals widespread trash 
contamination, toxic chemicals, and other 
hazards to wildlife in the Sespe Oil Field 
in and around the Los Padres National 
Forest. The findings suggest that the oil 
industry is not fulfilling its obligations 
to protect endangered condors that live 
in the area, placing the entire California 
Condor Recovery Program at risk. 
Microtrash – broken glass, wire frag-
ments, plastic bits, and other small refuse 
– is one of the leading causes of injury 
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present significant hazards to condors and 
other wildlife,” concludes ForestWatch in 
the report. “The magnitude of this prob-
lem is staggering, and must be remedied 
immediately to ensure that condors are 
not harmed by ongoing activities in the 
Sespe Oil Field. Given the threat posed to 
condors by microtrash ingestion and con-
tamination, current practices in the Sespe 
Oil Field are placing the entire California 
Condor Recovery Program at risk.”
The report recommends that the oil indus-
try, land managers, condor biologists, and 
nonprofit organizations work to inspect 
all pads in the Sespe Oil Field, to remove 
all microtrash that is currently present, 
and to quickly enact best management 
practices that will eliminate microtrash 
and other hazards from the area. 
Located approximately four miles north 
of Fillmore in Ventura County, the Sespe 
Oil Field is one of the oldest oil fields 
in California. Approximately half of 
the field’s oil and gas wells are located 
in the Los Padres National Forest. The 
lands in and around the oil field pro-
vide important habitat for endangered 
California condors, including the Sespe 
Condor Sanctuary, the Hopper Mountain 
National Wildlife Refuge, and the Sespe 
Wilderness.
You can find the report at LPFW.org/
trashing-the-sespe/.

rare
animaLs 

Forest officials recently updated the list of 
plant and animal species in California that 
deserve special protection. Dubbed “sensi-
tive species,” these plants and animals are 
declining in numbers or their habitat is dete-
riorating, and without these special protec-
tions, there is a concern that they may slide 
towards extinction.

Of the 117 sensitive animal species in 
California, 21 of them (18%) are found in 
the Los Padres National Forest – making our 
region one of the most important areas in the 
state for the conservation of rare animals.

Biologists added six new animal species to 
the “sensitive species” list for the Los Padres 
National Forest. Notable additions include 
the two species of salamanders in San Luis 
Obispo county, monarch butterfly (which 
is experiencing “precipitous” declines in 
numbers), San Bernardino ringneck snake (a 
small gray snake with a bright orange ring 
around its neck), Pacific lamprey (a jawless 
fish that spends part of its life in the ocean 
and returns to freshwater streams to spawn), 
and fringed myotis (a large “mouse-eared” 
bat).

In addition to the 117 sensitive animals in 
the Los Padres National Forest, 23 additional 
animals here receive even more protection 
– they are included on the federal list of 
endangered and threatened species. These 
include species such as the California con-
dor, steelhead, arroyo toad, California red-
legged frog, Smith’s blue butterfly, and three 
species of fairy shrimp that are only found in 
seasonal wetlands.

The Forest Service also removed six animals 
from the sensitive species list. ForestWatch is 
consulting with local biologists to determine 
whether these animals warrant removal from 
the list, and is carefully monitoring land use 
activities in the Los Padres National Forest 
to ensure that these plants will continue to 
survive in our region. 

Visit our website at LPFW.org for more 
information about our region’s unique plants 
and wildlife.
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ForestWatch volunteers scour condor habitat for microtrash

Over the past few months, ForestWatch 
volunteers have been hard at work clear-
ing microtrash from condor roosting areas 
across the Los Padres. 
In October, volunteers scoured the 
Cuyama Peak lookout site and removed 
155 lbs. of micro- and macrotrash from 
this condor roosting area; the lookout 
cabin collapsed a few years ago and 
debris and glass was found across the site.
In November, Los Padres ForestWatch 
teamed up with the UCSB Student 
Chapter of the Wildlife Society to clean 
up the Tar Creek parking area, where 165 
lbs. of trash was removed. 
November also saw ForestWatch and 
Patagonia team up and send a small crew 
of volunteers to an unnamed tributary of 
the Sespe where target shooting has gone 
unchecked. The crew collected 315 lbs. of 
shooters’ debris, including bullet-riddled 
propane tanks, spent shell casings, com-
puter monitors. The refuse was later dis-
posed of or recycled as appropriate. 
Since 2007, ForestWatch volunteers 
have removed more than 9,000 pounds 
of microtrash and other trash from key 
sites within the condor’s range. For more 
information about ForestWatch’s volun-
teer projects or to get involved, visit 
LPFW.org/volunteer.
 
Boots on the ground! Images courtesy 
Eldon M. Walker, Craig R. Carey, and 
Terri Laine.

Los Padres ForestWatch Legacy Program

You’ve loved the Los Padres National Forest for years – maybe a lifetime. You would like others to enjoy it for genera-
tions to come. Many people dream of protecting the forest for the future -- and the best way to make that happen is 
by making a bequest in your will or trust to support the continued work of Los Padres ForestWatch.

Bequests to Los Padres ForestWatch contribute significantly to our long-term financial well-being, and provide you 
with the ability to make a larger, longer term impact on the protection of the wild lands, wildlife, and free-flowing 
rivers across the Los Padres National Forest. They provide you with the assurance that your belief in our mission and 
work will continue and the satisfaction that the wishes for the use of your accumulated wealth will be honored.

A bequest is a simple way to support ForestWatch in the future while retaining control of your assets during your 
lifetime. You can name ForestWatch as a beneficiary of your will, trust, retirement plan, life insurance policy, or fi-
nancial accounts. As you make plans for your estate, we hope you will consider a bequest to support the continued 
work of Los Padres ForestWatch. 

For more information about making a bequest to ForestWatch:
phone: 805-617-4610 ext 2
email: diane@LPFW.org
web: www.LPFW.org/legacy

“Tomorrow’s Results Are 
Created by Today’s Dreamers”
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Usually, as the year 
comes to a close, 
a calm takes over 
the ForestWatch 
offices. We remi-
nisce about our 
accomplishments. 
We look ahead to 
the challenges fac-
ing us in the new 

year. And we are constantly reminded of 
the generosity of our members, donors, 
supporters, and volunteers for making 
our work possible.
This year’s no different. Except for one 
thing – there’s an unseasonably large 
amount of work we need to accom-
plish before year’s end. We’re prepar-
ing testimony for four public hearings 
regarding fracking and oil drilling in 
the forest. We’re reviewing thousands 
of pages of draft management plans 
for the Los Padres National Forest, 
the Hopper Mountain and Bitter Creek 
national wildlife refuges adjacent to the 
forest, and Channel Islands National 
Park. We’re working with law enforce-
ment officials to investigate unpermitted 
activities in the forest that are causing 
significant environmental degradation. 
And we’re putting boots on the ground, 
organizing our volunteer crews to clean 
up thousands of pounds of trash from 
our public lands.
There’s much work to be done, and if 
you and I don’t do it, nobody will. 
As we get ready to celebrate the holiday 
season with family and friends, rest 
assured that we’re doing everything we 
can to protect wild places and the great 
outdoors – and your support is what 
makes it all possible so that nothing falls 
through the cracks. Your support today, 
right now, is more critical than ever.
On behalf of the entire (busy) 
ForestWatch team, I wish you all the 
best as we approach the changing of the 
seasons and the coming new year.
For the forest,

Jeff Kuyper, 
Executive Director board
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Join us in thanking Board member Brad 
Monsma, who is stepping down  to 
devote more of his “free time” to the 
demands of his new position as head 
of the English Department at Cal State 
Channel Islands.

Brad first joined the Los Padres 
ForestWatch Board in 2006 and served 
as Board President for five years. He’ll 
continue to be involved with ForestWatch 
as a member of our Advisory Council, 
and as a donor, volunteer, and friend.

Thanks for all your contributions over 
the years, Brad!
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The Conservation Alliance
Outdoor Business Giving  
Back to the Outdoors
The Conservation Alliance is a group of 
outdoor industry companies that disburses 
its collective annual dues to grassroots envi-
ronmental organizations. Founded in 1989 
by REI, Patagonia, The North Face, and 
Kelty, their mission is to engage businesses 
to fund and partner with organizations with 
community-based campaigns to protect wild 
places for their habitat and recreation values.

Now with a membership of more than 
185 companies, the Alliance has contrib-
uted nearly $13 million throughout North 
America. Their results are impressive! 
Alliance funding has helped save more than 
42 million acres of wildlands; protect 2,748 
miles of rivers; stop or remove 25 dams; 
designate five marine reserves; and purchase 
nine climbing areas. 
The Conservation Alliance has also been an 
important catalyst for ForestWatch’s wilder-
ness protection effort, which is working to 
secure Wilderness designation for an addi-
tional 300,000 acres in the Los Padres. 
Along with this invaluable support, the 
Alliance has partnered with ForestWatch 
on its Backyard Collective program, which 
brings together member company employees 
and local grantees for a day of environmen-
tal action. ForestWatch helped coordinate 
the Alliance’s 2011 Backyard Collective 
project in the Los Padres, where more than 
100 employees of the Alliance member com-
panies came out in force. 
“We are proud to support Los Padres 
ForestWatch’s effort to protect wilder-
ness in the rugged chaparral of the Los 
Padres National Forest,” said John Sterling, 
Executive Director of The Conservation 
Alliance. “This landscape is important to 
our member companies in the region.” 
ForestWatch is grateful to The Conservation 
Alliance member companies for their com-
mitment to some of the most compelling 
conservation projects in North America.

Wild & Scenic Film Festival on Tour

Each year in January, the Wild & Scenic Film Festival draws top filmmakers, celeb-
rities, leading activists, social innovators and well-known world adventurers to the 
historic downtown of Nevada City, California to view more than one hundred short 
films and documentaries inspired by the great outdoors. This weekend then kicks off 
a nationwide tour to key cities across the country – showcasing the festival’s top films 
to diverse audiences and inspiring them to take environmental action. 
Los Padres ForestWatch was thrilled to be selected as the official host of September’s 
Santa Barbara stop of the 2013 Film Festival on Tour. The evening kicked off with 
a lively environmental fair featuring the work of many local nonprofit conservation 
organizations, some tasty treats and drinks, an exciting raffle, and a total of nine great 
environmental and adventure films were shown during the evening. 
This was the first year that ForestWatch brought this family-friendly film festival to 
Santa Barbara, with 250 people filling the Marjorie Luke Theatre raising more than 
$5,000 to support our efforts to protect the wild lands, wildlife, river and streams, and 
recreational areas of the Los Padres National Forest and the Carrizo Plain. Don’t miss 
next year’s Wild & Scenic Film Festival, coming in the fall.

ForestWatch Members Gather  
at Patagonia’s Great Pacific Iron Works

Hosted by our friends at Great Pacific Iron Works, our ForestWatch Members’ 
Gathering on November 8th was a huge success. With over 60 people in attendance, 
this was our largest members’ gathering to date. 
The evening’s presenters included ForestWatch’s Director of Outdoor Programs Craig 
Carey and Executive Director Jeff Kuyper, who addressed the history and current status 
of oil drilling in the Los Padres National Forest, including the controversial practice of 
hydraulic fracturing (fracking) in the Sespe Oil Field — a topic of marked interest and 
concern to our members. The discussion was followed by an energetic Q&A and the 
presentation of a $7,000 grant from Patagonia Ventura to further ForestWatch’s efforts.
Our sincere thanks Patagonia’s GPIW, Seasons Catering, New Belgium Brewing, and 
The Ojai Vineyard for their support of this event. 

forestWatch eveNts   
that's a Wrap!
Wrap-up of recent ForestWatch events
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WINTER 2014

Morning Along the Sierra Madre
Eldon M. Walker

Ojai Wild!
April 12, 2014 • Ojai

Save the Date! Gather with family and friends for our Seventh Annual celebration at 
Diamond Hitch Camp, a picturesque site near Thacher Creek along the foothills of the Los 
Padres National Forest, on Saturday, April 12 2014. Join us in celebrating ForestWatch’s 
10th Anniversary and our region’s wild places and wildlife! 

Fracking Hearings
January 2014 • Ventura + Santa Maria

In January, the California Department of 
Conservation’s Division of Oil, Gas & 
Geothermal Resources (DOGGR) will 
host a series of public hearings regarding 
hydraulic fracturing (“fracking”) regulations 
and the practice’s environmental impact.

Ventura: January 9, 2014
Location TBA, 4–8 p.m.

Santa Maria: January 13, 2014
Santa Barbara County supervisors hearing 
room, 511 East Lakeside Parkway, 3–7 p.m.




