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NOTE TO READER 

This "editionl1 of the History of th e Los Padres has been 
copied from the original 1945 manuscript ,. with cover design 
and new assembly by Eleanor Childer s assisted by rrerry 
Stephens , employees of t he Los Padres. 

This copy may contain some typographical or stat·~~tical er.rors 
which appeared in the original . ,fuen thes e are detected by 
future detailed inspection , an errata notice will be sent to 
all holders of t he Hi story . 

We are confident , however , that Billy Brmm I s work is accurate 
and re~le, and we hope you will find i t both interesting 

WIA~ 
ROBERT G. LANCASTER 
Forest Supervisor 
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

William S. (Billy) Brown started his Forest Service career in 1911 
as a Forest Clerk for the Modoc National Forest. He retired from 
the Forest Service in 1945 after 35 years of distinguished service, 
during which he held the various positions of Deputy Forest Supervisor, 
Forest Supervisor (1920-1924 on the Modoc National Forest in northern 
California), Senior Clerk, Principal Clerk, Executive Assistant, and 
Senior Administrative Assistant. In addition to the ~Iodoc, he was 
assigned to the San Bernardino National Forest, the Los Padres, and 
the Regional headquarters in San Francisco. 

At the time of his retirement he was living in Santa Barbara, although 
assigned to the Regional Office as a Senior Administrative Specialist 
in the Division of Information and Education, and had just finished 
writing this History of the Los Padres. 

History and writing were his special interests, and in a letter 
commemorating Billy's retirement Forest Service Chief Watts said, 
"During many years on the Modoc National Forest, in addition to 
your regular duties you were able to search out and record historical 
facts that form an important part of California's early-day history." 
Another letter records, "The many historical spots in California 
marked for posterity, mainly through your efforts, are monuments to 
your enthusiasm and far sighted planning." 

Born in England and educated in Canada, with one year of a commercial 
course at Indiana University, Billy Brown received little formal 
education in ,,,riting but learned where and hOv7 he could through some 
correspondence courses and many published a.rticles on conservation. 
He was editor of the leading Modoc County newspaper for a year when 
he was out of the Forest Service; and he was always very active in 
community organizations. He lived with his family in Santa Barbara 
from 1939 until his death in 1965. 

February 1, 1972 
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rOREST SERVICE SMrI'A BA.lIDARA t CALIF0R11IA 

REGIO~lAL FORESTER OCTOBER 29. 1945 

WIl. S. BROWN, sr. Information Speoialist 

I - INFORMATION, tos Padres History 

There is being forwarded by registered mail under separate cover 

original and four carbons of the we Padres National Forest 

history. I have left the first carbon with Supervisor Us sh-

Boulden for review with the suggestion that he make anJ cr1ti-

ciams or suggestions before sending it on to you. 

'The fine job ot typing O!l. this manuscript was done by Mrs. Harriet 

Swearngin of the Los Padres at odd mooents dur1ng the past several 

weeks. 

'.1A. S. BROV.'N 
Sr. Information Specialist 

cc with mas. 
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- CHAPTER I.­

G~'l':"ER.AL DESCRIPTION 

Location and Elevation 

1. 

Embra.cing some of' the most rug~ed country in the entire western 

United States, Los Padros Uational Forest extends along the Pacific 

Coast from the city of Ventura on the south to Monterey Bay on the 

north, and touches the Pacific Ocean on the west and extends as far 

east at one point as the foothills of the sOllthern San Joaquin Valley. 

There are two distinct sections, the Monterey Division On the north, 

lying entirely within L:onterey County and the main section, or South­

ern Division, located principally in Ventura, Santa Barbara and San 

luis Obispo Counties, with relatively small adjoining areas in Kern 

and Los Angeles Counties. More tersely put, the looation of Los 

Padres National Forest is that national forest unit lying along the 

Pacific Ocean in the south central section of California. 

In the !1ain Division, the IDs Padres Forest includes the San Rafael 

mountain range extendin~ northwest and southeast from the S~n Luis 

Obispo County line through Santa Barbara County, swinging to the 

east to merge into the Tehachapi rr.ountains, and a broken continu-

ation of the San Gabriel Range. The highe st peaks within this di vi­

sion are San Hafael l:.t., 6,581 feet, Straw-berry Peak, 6.545 feet. and 

Big Pine 1Ft., 6,828 feet. 

The Sierre .. I!'adre Range roughly parallels the Sen Rafae1s, its 

serrAted peaks in the eastern portion rising still hi~her. Reyes 

Peak he.s an elevation of' 7,088 feet, Frazier Mt., 8,026 feet, and 

Mt. Pino s rises to 8.826 feet, the hif;hest point in Los Padres National 
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Forest. Strangely enough, perhaps, for a mountain area oonspiouously 

roadless, the summits of Dig Pine Mt., Frazier Mt., and Mt. Pinos are 

all accessible by auto during the mid-sumr.er months. 

Along the sea ooast in Santa Barbara County for some 60 miles ex­

tend the Santa Ynez }fountains, reaohing thei r highe st point in Santa 

Ynez Peak, the summit of whioh is 4,292 feet. The Santa luoia Range 

oontinues in a northwesterly direction throu~h San Luis Obispo County, 

with gentler elevations, IIi l:ountain, 3,180 feet, being the highest 

point. 

A hodge-pod~e or broken serrated ridges and peaks out into the 

main mountain ran~es at all anr,les in this division of Los Padres, 

some of the more distinot being the Topa Topa Range in the extreme 

south, the Big Pine l!ountain rid~e in the center and the Sierra. Madre 

Range paralleling the San Ra.fael Range. One of' the earliest Forest 

Servioe topographers, in an endeavor to oonvey a written description 

2. 

of' this mountain country, said: "The relief' of' the Reserve (Los Padres 

National Forest) is very high, rugp;ed and preoipitous, and the study 

ot suoh a broken surfaoe, even with the aid of a oontour map, will 

not be easy for the laymen.1t 

The Monterey Division of Los Padres National Forest inoludes one 

distinot mountain ranFJ3, a northern extension of the Santa Luoia L!oun­

tains, commonly termed the Coast Range. This area of more than 360.000 

acres is still more rugged than that of the main division~ the mountain 

slopes rising sheer from the ooean. Lillian Bos Ross, in the preface 

"to her book "The stranger" indioates too rugged nature of this area 

,vhen she sayss "The Santa wcia j"'7ountains" harsh and lovely, hold 

f'ast to their anoient loneliness by a sheer drop of five thousand 
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3. 

feet to a shoreless sea •••• where any piece of flat land big as a blanket 

has a name to itself.lt 

In this division, Cone Peak, some four miles from the ooean's edge, 

is 5,180 feet high. Anderson }yTt. and 1.~arble Peak, still closer to the 

rocky shoreline of the Paoifio, rise to heights of 4,043 feet ~nd 3,966 

feet, respectively. The west, or ooean side, of this area is out up 

into almost innumerable oanyons, often mere narrow gashes in the rugr,ed 

granite slopes. The topography of the east side of the range is some­

what gentler, the higher elevations easmg down into densely-covered 

chaparral hills and the floor of Salinas Valley. 

Relation to Surrounding Areas 

The existence or major travel routes more or less indioates the 

intensity of use of any land area. The interior regions of Los Padres 

National Forest are for the most part roadless and traversable by only 

horsebac k or foot trave 1. However, u. s. Highway 99, Cal 1£0 rnia 's 

main north and sou th higbnay artery cuts through its extreme eastern 

edge aoross the Tehachapi Range over Tejon Pass, and because of its 

former wind mg curves is still. known as the "Grapevine". U. S. Highway 

101, California's seoond main longitudinal road route, parallels the 

national forest from Salinas southward, passing through it over Cuesta 

grade in the San Luis Obispo County. Incidentally, the Grapevine and 

Cuesta are rated as tvlO of the finest examples of mountain highway 

oonstruction in the world. 

u. S. Highway I, extending along the sea. ooa.st from San Francisco 

Bay to a junction with Hir,hway 101 at San luis Obispo, is squeezed be­

tween the rugged hills of los Padres' }!:onterey division and the shore 
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line, in places dropping almost to the level of the surf, in others 

poised several hundred feet above the pounding waves. This route is 

considered one of the most scenic in the state. 

Several other major highways cross or parallel Los Padres Forest. 

u. s. Highway 126 from Ventura to Castaic Junction, connecting 101 with 

99, traverses the citrus orchards of Santa Clara Ya11ey, just below the 

towering Topa Topa Uountains. U. S. 399 tunne Is through or crosses 

07er the same general mountain range to provide a heavily used route 

bet-neen Ventura and }.!aricope., rising in wide loops from Katilija Canyon 

over the crest of Pine l'r.t. and dropping down through the rugged gorges 

of the Sespe River to meet the flat lands of Cuya~ Valley. u. S. 

Highway 150 takes off from Ventura, crosses Cuesta Pass, and winding 

alon~ the be.ck doors of Carpenteria and Santa Barbara, extends throu gh 

the Santa YnezRange over scenic Sen l~arcos Pass to a junction with 

101 at Buellton in the Santa Ynez Valley. 

Minor routes, but yet heavily traveled paved or oiled roads in­

clude Highway No. 166 chiseled through the mountains of central Los 

Padres and connecting Santa lfaria Valley with the southern San Joaquin 

Valley, and Hi£;hway 178 which provides a route from San luis Obispo 

and SarJ.ta llargarita to the Elk Hills Oil Field. still further north, 

but between the two divisions of Los Padres Forest, Highways 41 and 198 

provide connecting links between the Salinas and San Joaquin Valleys. 

Two high standard roads, built in recent years cooperat~vely by l:onterey 

County and the ~ederal government, cross the Monterey Division from 

valley to coast, entering and follo'V'ing; the canyons of .Arroyo Seco 

and Nacimiento Rivers, respectively. The latter route, dropping from 

the summit to the ocean shore, vtinds for mile's in toxtnous bends to 



r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
[ 

[,' 

r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
r 

5. 

reaoh the ooean's edge. 

Los Padres Forest furnishes the sole water supply, not only for 

the irrigation of adjacent intensively-cultivated valley lands grow­

ing a wide variety of crops, but for a chain of populous urban centers 

as well. Few a~ricultural areas in the Yiest are more dependent on 

their looal mountain watersheds. The Santa Clara Valley and Ojai 

Valley both lie just below the Topa Topa Ran~e and produce heavy orops 

of oranges, lemons, walnuts, ~~d beans. The inoorporated urban oenters 

of this seotion, Fillmore, Oxnard, Ojai, Santa Paula, and Ventura, had 

a oombined pre-war population of 35,643. 

Carpentaria and Goleta Valleys, lyin~ between the Santa Ynez 

Range and the Pacific Ocean in gn approximate fifty-mile strip, are 

the leading lemon producing oenters of the nation. Walnuts, avooados 

and other crops requiring a mild, equitable climate, are produoed 

abundantly, and some parts of the area are entirely frost-free year in 

and year out. The leading oity, Santa Barbara, had a pre-war popula­

tion ot 35,000 and the oity limits actually extend over into the 

national forest. 

Santa Ynez "lalley, with several small urban oenters, depends 

upon the Santa Ynez River for its irrigation water. The neighboring 

Lompoc Valley, leadin6 vegetable and seed production oenter of the 

United States and the world, is dependent upon water also from the 

Santa Ynez and tributary streams rising in the forested watershed. 

The Santa }.~aria River, fed by the Cuyama and Sisquoo streams, forms 

the source of water for the large ver:etable producing areas of the 

Santa raria Valley, as does the oity of Santa l!e.ria, with a 10,000 

peaoetime popUlation. 
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The big interior Cuyama Valley~ until quite reoently devoted al­

most axe lusi vely to li vastock produotion but nov; also !'.n important 

vegetable producin$ centor, is borderod by the wnter-eonserving 

brush slopes for i\is entire length. l:uch of the valley land in San 

Luis Obispo County snug$les up a~a.inst the -adjacent chaparral slopes 

and the oity of' San Luis Obispo itself is a scant four miles from the 

boundary or los Padres Forest. The fertile area along the sea coast 

in the same county is watered by otreams flowing from the nearby 

ohaparral-coverod hills. 

The Salinas River has its source in central Sa.n Luis Obispo 

6. 

County, f'loyting north pa.st the city of Paso Robles nnd snaller reighbor­

ing t01l!lS on into }·~onterey County. It e:~tends the entire length of tha.t 

county lvith strerums from nearby Los Padres forested hills flo'ving into 

it from the west. The Salinas River, a large stre~ as California 

rivers bO, is the oentro..l featuro of Sa.lina.s Valley. This valley is 

o~~ of the mOGt fertile areas of large size in California and is k~o~~ 

100al1y as ttThe lTation's Sa.lnd Bow1tt. Although diversified agriculturnl 

e.otivitias are carried on in tW.s ve.lley a.."l.d in arms thereof extending 

into the hills of the national forost, the J!'I..ain crops ere lettuoe, sugar 

beets and beans. The oity of' Salir.as, porulation 12,000, is the ma.in 

business oenter of Salil1..B.s Valley. Kifl€; City and Soledad are ":>oth 

large inoorporated towns. Sr.'.aller urbe.n centers are scattered 'lP r..r..d 

dovtn the valley I s len~th. The historic city of l!onterey # e.nd the 

aesthetic oenters of Can~el and Pacii'ic Grove ~ ell lle just north of 

Los Padres }\Tationo.l Fore:'lt \Irhich 1.s nsed extensively by their popu­

le.tions for recreation purposes. 

Besidos scores of 3~~ller vrbrul centers ranbin~ in individua.l 

population from 100 to 1,,000, there a.re seventeen incorpora.ted towns 
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and cities loc~.ted close ly adjacent to the ·boundaries of Los Padres 

:r.ratiollal Forest, with an ag:;resste 1940 popule .. tion of 128,903 people. 

During the days of ~'[orld ~'[ar II this population has boccr.'I.e greatly 

swollen since in addition to War plants of various kinds, many large 

Army and Navy posts have been established all along the coastal area 

from lIonterey to Ventura. (See Appendix A.) 

Distinctive Features 

Los Padres National Forest has a total area of 2,016,088 acres, 

239,026 acres of whic hare pri vs.te ly owned, the :'a.la.nce beine; Govern-

ment land. In point of area it is the largest national forest in the 

Sta.te of California and the tenth largest of the 160 national forest 

units of the entire United States. 

It is the only national forest with a sea, frontage on the Pac if'ic 

Ocean. At Salmon Creek, Limeldln Creek and Pfeiffer Beach in the 

Monterey Division the national forest extends right down to the water's 

edge, and at the last named point there is a wide stretch of public 

beach unique even for the rather bizarre Monterey Coast. Here, "lild, 

white-capped waves pour through arched rocks and ca.ves in giant 

rollers. Here too, the coast deer of the mountains oan be seen dis-

porting thew~elves on the surf-hardened beach sand. 

Los Padres !'~ational Forest end its adjacent area is a. strenge 

mixture of aesttetic values and practical use; of the atmosphere of 

the old Spanish and l::exican ranchero days and modern livestock aotiv-

ities; of ultra-modern highways and breath-takin~breakneCk trails; 

of wild hinter land a.reas and sane of the most highly cultivated lands 

in the world; of reillionaires' oastles and hill-billys' cabins; of a 

juxtaposition of vast expanse of ocean and tmvering peaks. Lookouts 
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9. 

in their. glass-ribbed houses scanning the hills for the telltale smoke 

of forest fires, looking eastward t~Tard snow-capped peaks, from the 

seaward side can also look out over the broad Paoifio from six of the 

forest's nain lookout ste.tions. 

Even the nomenclature of the region is different from that en­

countered on the average nationa.l forest, Spanish tems predominat ing. 

In some areas the national forest boundaries were laid out on acute 

angles rather than by oardmal oompass directions to oonform to the old 

established bounderies of old Spanish and l!.exic an ranohos suoh as San 

Kiguelito, El Pojo, Las li.ilpitas, Corral de Piedro, Carlos de Jonata 

and Lomas de Purificacion. Suoh names as Los Burros, Naoimiento and 

San Antonio, applied to topographio features ot the region, are quite 

easy to pronounce, but the casual visitor is apt to stumble over San 

Carpoforo Creek, Refugio Pass, San Emigdio, ljojoqui Falls, or Teouya. 

Ridge. As much as possible through the years, local administrators 

have tried to retain the old names and the Spanish-l!exican atmosphere 

they represent. 

Pla.ce Names 

As i~ most mount air. regions of California there is oonsiderable 

historic interest attached to place names on Los Padres Forest, tinged 

as they are with Spanish, Indian, and pioneer American color. The 

definition or derivation of sorne few of them may add interest to this 

history. 

Piedra Blanoa is simply Yihite Rock; several places in the region 

bear this appropriate name. P:iSO Robles means Pass of the Oaks. 

Carme lite friars with Vizcaino's explorat ion expe dition thou ght the 
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9. 

surrounding oountry looked like Ca.nnel in Palestine 8lld imposed tbt t 

name on the bay and adjoining shore lands. Oso Canyon or Canada de Los 

Osos in the San Luis Obispo seotion means the Canyon, or Valley, of 

the Bears. Portola's party first gave it the name after a fight with 

a giant grizzly in that vioinity. 

Manzana Creek is Apple Creek, after an apple orchard on its 

banks, long sinoe dea.d and gone. Soledad was the Spanish term desig­

nating a lonely plaoe. Sal Si Puedes, oonverted by faster-spelling 

Amerioans into Salsipuedes, in the Spanish tongue literally means 

"Get out if you oan t1, and refers to a maze of criss-orossed canyons 

or ravines. Los Burros section of the ronterey Division owes its 

name to the faot that surerooted burros were the only feasible means 

of transportation when the Spaniards started silver mining operations 

there. Topa was t~~ looal Indian name for g~pher, and to emphasize 

the numbers of this burrowing animal existing there, the word ws.s re-

peated to furnish the appellation for Topa Topa Mountain. 

Unole Sam Mounta.in on the 1.:onterey distriot has no national sig-

nif'icanoe but was nar.led for an old l:exioan pioneer living nearby and 

bearing the nickname of' Unole Sam. Davy BrOV'I.n, pioneer of the Santa. 

Maria secti on, '\'las an adventurer who served under General Jacks on at 

the battle of New Orleans. and later rou~ht Indians all the vtay across 

the .Amerioan oontinent. He became quite wealthy in Califomi8.~ died 

intestate. and had no living relatives. Sinoe his fortune went to en­

rich the publio purse, it is quite fitting; that his favorite baok 

oountry haunt should bear the name of Davy BrONn. Creek. One of the 

hideouts of the famous California rrexioen bandit of the 1850's, Joaquin 

}[urietta, was locD.ted in the central sout~rn .. section of Los Padres. 

A giant grapevine, reputedly planted by this oold-blooded murderer 
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10. 

and robber, whioh still flourishes, gives the name Grapevine to that 

seotiono 

When Portola's party in 1769 found a r;roup of Ind ians engaged in 

oonstruoting a lar.ge canoe in southern Sgnta Barbara County, it was 

quite logioal that Father Palou, Franoisoen friar and historian for the 

party, would name the existent Indian village Carpenteria (oarpenter). 

The present day tovm and surrounding valley still bear the name. 

Salinas, the Spanish term for saltmarsh, Wa.s quite appropriate ly applied 

to the valley in whioh a considerable area of marshland existed, the 

name being extended to include the river and present city. The river 

itself was sometin1es called Saytayollo by the early Spanish-)!.exican 

settlers 0 Hogs imported by the Francis can friars waxed fat on the 

plent iful acorns of the upper Santa l':aria Valley and multiplied rapidly 

in a wild state. A neighboring mounta.in and other topographic features 

of that loce.lity oarry the name Los Coohes (The Pigs). 

Nojoqui Falls is a respectable little Niagara on a creek in 

oentral Santa Barbara County. legend has it that a young Indian 

brave honeymooning with his bride at this beautiful sylvan retreat 

was oarried over the falls to his death. At least the Indian term 

for "honeymoon" has been applied to the waterfall and creek, although 

some authorities clam that the Vlord also meant Highthawk in the 

Indian tongue. Camuesa is undoubtedly a oorruption of the Spanish 

word Grumuza, literally meaning Buckskin. The Indians were wont to 

oamp near the foot or the peak or that name and tan the hides or tl'e 

many deer ba~sed by them in that section. 

The word Ojai, now designating a fertile valley and its leading 

town, meant Nest in the Indian vernacular. 'I'he term is qu1.te approp-

riate for this landlocked valley. The town was originally named 



Nordhoff, but the "hoff" "'{as somewhat repugnant to American ears 

during the days of WorldY';ar No. I. ttHurricane Decktt , words which 

stand out prominently on the map of Los Padres Forest, is also a 

very appropriate nrume for the rough countr,y to which it is applied, 

swept as it frequently is by gale-like storms. 

11. 

Ve nt ana, Spanish for windoVl, is quite a natural name for a peak 

in the Coast Range J s :ince viewed from a distance one looks through a 

gap in the ridge as throu~h a win:low. It was quite natural also that 

Tassajera (lleat Drying Pleoe) should be applied to the hot springs in 

the extreme north end of the Forest, s inoe Indians gathered there from 

time immemorial to oure jerky while at the same ti~e curing their 

bodily ills by bathmg in the waters of the springs. The spelling 

of the name has been changed to "TassajaraU in reoent years. 

I There is a oharminr; legend oomected with the name Chuchupate, 

a seotion of the I,:t. Pinos area. AooordLYl[; to the story J Chuchupate 

was a beautiful Indian maiden who ministered to her tribe during a 

winter of famine and illness. As a result of her arduous labors she 

herself sickened and died. Her inoonsolable people, weakened by 

starvation and disease, were amazed one sunny spring morning to see 

the ground carpeted with myriads of bright yellow flcwlers. They 

believed them a reincarnation of the spirit of their beloved Chuchupate 

and gave the new plant the name whioh it still bears. The plant was 

credited with almost magical ourative qualities and Was used later 

by the white settlers for medicinal purposes. The Indians also 

believed it to be a potent love charm. (See Appendix B.) 
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- CHAPTER II -

EARLY HIS'I'ORY 

Indian Use 

For many c~nturies before the coming of the wbi te man a numerous 

Indi~ population lived. moved and had its being in and adjacent to 

Los Padres National For~st. On the eastern ed~e of the Forest, tribes 

from the rojave Desert gathered the pinon nuts of Frazier l:lt. and lIlt. 

Pinos as one of their ohief artioles of diet. Along the ooasta1 

areas fish from the alJr~ost limitless supply of the Paoifio '·"aters 

formed the chief protein item in the abori~inal diet. while acorns 

from the oak 2;roves of the valleys and rolling hills provided in t}l.e 

main the Indians I daily bread. Exca.vations by archaeolo~ists all 

along the sea coast and well into the interior mountains have yielded 

a veritable treasure trove of Indian utensils and weapons, ranging 

from fishhooks, baskets and oooking utensils to ounningly fashioned 

stone oeremonial articles end weapons. 

Pedro Fages, l'.lanual Venegas and various priests of the Franois oan 

Order who were rumong the first Spanish explorers of California have 

left rather voluminous recordS! of the life end habits of the coast 

tribes. All of them menti on the populo,us Indian towns in the mid-
fo 

eighteenth oentury between the mountains and the sea from Vermra .QiM. 

Konterey. The Santa Barbara ~r:useum of l-Iatural History has assembled 

a wide ran,":e of relics which depict in detail the Indian mode of 

living. 

The Indians of Santa Barbara and adjacent areas built sea-going 

canoes of a size and seaworthiness which gmazed the Spanish explorers. 
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They constructed quite elaborate grass huts whioh were even equipped 

with separate rooms and orude furniture. In basket making these 

Indians of the s outhem coast and mountain area never approaohed the 

artistry of the more northern tribes who even made closely woven 

baskets whioh would hold water. The handy pitch or asphalt oozing 

from the earth made close weaving unnecessary for the local Indians 

and resulted in less attention being paid to the basket tmker's art. 

The southern tribes did, h~;ever~ produce decidedly artistio personal 

ornruments and fishing gear. 

David Bank Rogers, arohaeologist and historian, who spent many 

years mvestigating the California Coast tribes, has proven that there 

were three distinot periods of Indian o'ulture i..11 the oentral ws 

Padres region. The earliest Indians are known to history as the Oak 

Grove People, ape-like oreatures wlm roamed the woods and m~~ntains 

end seemed to have little ocnneotion with the sea. Their arrO'.vheads, 

found in many parts of Los Padres Forest, were distinotly crude. 

These people, with oaves as their only shelter, lived some 10,000 to 

12,000 years ago • 

. The Hunt:ing People, whose antiquity goes baok 6,000 years, were 

distinc'bly superior to the Oak Grove People and were the forerunners 

of the still more advanoed tribes of the Canalinos found by the 

Spaniards, and whose oocupanoy of the land apparently d8.tes baole some 

three or four thousand years. The exhibits of these three periods 

of the existenoe of the southern ooast abori~inals show olearly their 

cultural progress in the manufacture of weapons and utensils from ex­

olusive stone, to stone and bone, then to seashell, wocxl and steatite, 
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the last-named r.aterial iMported froM further south in the state, evi­

dently by water transportation. 

The Indians of the different periods had one thing in common--they 

lived off the land 0' the resources of the adjacent waters. Almost 

every#here within Los Padres National Forest can be found evidences of 

past Indian occupancy and use, in mort~rs cut into the rock for pound­

ing to pulp the universally-used acorns and other seeds and fruits, and 

in the ancient marktnr;s on roo ks end c~~.ves. The l(anzana and Davy Brown 

sections are replete with Indian ~Nritings adornins the walls of caves 

or natural rock shelters. !!!ven on the rocks and cliffs of the wild, 

remote Hurricane Deck country Indian hieroglyphics are found. 

In most places these Indian writings are very crude. There are 

two notable exceptions to this. One is Painted Cave, lying just above 

the oi ty of Sa.nta Barbara. Here Indian artists have covered the walls 

of a cave with an intrioate series of vividly-colored signs and symbols, 

equal to the best efforts of the Sioux tribes further east. In the 

southeast corner of Carizzo Plain is a peouliar dome-shap~d formation 

known as Painted Rock. Rising 14:0 feet above the surrot~nding level 

land, the rook formation is split to form a hu~e rectangular hall or 

room, open to the sky. Here a lonp;-forg:otten race of men evidently 

gathered for religious rites of so~e sort. Tne walls of this natural 

temple are covered with painting worked in intricate designs which 

stand out today as olearly as when they were inserted on the rock by 

the ancient artists. The drawings have a distinct resemblance to those 

of the Aztecs of Central America, but the Indians found here by the 

first Spanish explorers knew notl-ing of their origm. 
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All up and down the ooast there were regular migrations of the 

various Indian tribes from the seashore to the mountains. The floors 

of oaves and the ~round in sheltered areas high up in the Santa Ynez 

Mountains are littered with seashells. It is a known faot that Indian 

families and s~~tribes had individual reserved areas in the hills from 

which they ga.thered aoorns and berries, even thou~h the e;cistenoe of 

the Indians as a whole ?TaS largely on a oom.'Tiunal basis. Trespass of 

one tribe or group on the oak groves, berry patches or hunting grounds 

of' another group preoipitated the war s waged by one tribe or subtribe 

on another. 

These tribal wars were oonstantly reourring affairs. The first 

white men found the Indian ranoherias closely guarded a~ainst possible 

hostile attaok. The areas a.round the Indian villa?,es were periodioally 

burned of vegetative oover to guard against the unseen approaoh of' 

enemies and this oustom has probab ly given rise to the belief he ld by 

many the. t Indians habitually burned off the wild land oover of the sur­

rounding hills. The olosest investigations, however, tend to disprove 

that Indians deliberately burned orf large areas or the native vege­

tative growth be.fore the ooming of the white man. 

Outside of very minor uprisings, promptly squelched by suoh looal 

authorities as were in power at the tir. .. e, Indians of Los Padres terri­

tory offered no orgar..ized resistanoe to white aggression, e.s did 

California. tribes iT!. other seotions of the state. 

Spanish Exploration and Conquest 

The first white men to set eyes on Los Padres r.~ountains were the 

Spaniards under Juan Rodriques Cabrillo, a PortuGese navi~ator em-
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played by the Kine of Spain. Cabrillo landed briefly on the Santa 

Barbara coast in the fall of 1542, planted too Spanish flag as a token 

of conquest and sailed ~Nay. As a Spanish hireling his act was justi­

fied since immediately after the gr~at discovery of Christopher Colunbus 

Pope Alexander VII had issued to the King of Spain the greatest title 

deed the world has ever known, 8. title in fee s i'f'l> Ie to all lands dis­

covered by Spain beyond the great ~.Testern sea. 

The next Spanish explorer to land in this part of California wa~ 

Pedro de Unamumo who put ashore at what is novi Morro Bay whi Ie enroute 

to Mexico from a trans -Pacifio voyase. p~ renamed only lone enough 

for his ship's crew to 'jet into a fight with the Indians, and continued 

on to ~/exioan territory. 

Seek:ing portable wealth in the form of e;old and pearls for the 

Spanis h monarchy, Sebastian Vizcaino led a flotilla of thre e s hips up 

the Cal ifornia coast :in 1602. Vizcaino planted t he Spanish flag on the 

l~!onterey coast, thoroughly charted :·onterey Bay and in fact, made a very 

creditable map of the ent~e ooastal area. 

Although carrying on exploratio~'1 and co lonizat ion further to the 

south and east, the Spanish conquisadores left California in the hands 

of the Indians for more than a century and a half after Vizcaino's 

expedition. In 1769, Gaspar de Portola and Ferns.ndez Rivera led an 

expedition to the new lands of California and on July 17 of that year 

Father Junipero SerrEl. founded the first of the chain of famous 

California missions at San Diego. 

The educnted Franciscan priests acco~panying Portola's men-at-arms 

have left clearcut records of this expedition, the route of which 

fo1low'ed in general the are a now e!l1braced in Los Padres riational -Forest 
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and blazed the tra.i 1 from San Diego to Sen Franoisoo Bay along sea 

ooast and over mounta5n ranges, later trod by the sandal-shod feet of 

the ~f.ission Padres. Portola's pal"ty, a mixture of the reli.gious and 

seoular, skirted the Snnta Ynez ltountaiJ1.B, passed throu ~h '1anota J.Ja.ss, 

toiled over the Santn lucia Ran~e in what is na~ San Luis Obispo County 

end, leaving the southern end of Salinas iJalley, plun~ed into the 

lovler reaches of the rugged Coast Hange of the Konterey Division. In 

the latter part of Septew.ber the party oamped near the headwaters of 

the Naoimiento River. 

The Spaniards were SOm9what daunted by the ru~ed way before them. 

Father Juan Crespi, chronic ler of the expedition, wrote, "re set out 

in the morni~ and the first thing; WB.S to g;o over the orest, with a 

prayer in our mouths, for the day's journey called for nothin~ less." 

Portola, hmvever, evident ly cons idered this the r.lost fe~.s ib Ie route over 

the mountains to the sea coe.st since he later passed that way ~~ain and 

the famous soldier-explorer, Juan Eautista de }~a, mentions oe~ping 

on the same stream in later explorations. 

rission Da.ys 

The Spanish.explorers were invariably accompanied by representa­

tives of the Church, a fact amply evidenced by the many religious 

names conferred on topogra.~·;hic features encountered on treir journeys. 

The explorers were soldiers, however, seeking conquest or portable 

wealth, a.nd it is to "Jather Junipero Serra and his associate Fran­

ciscans frip..rs that California O'NCS its first rural land development. 

These Spo..nish pe.dres, filled with holy zeal for the conversion of the 

India.n heathens, were also intensely practicE:s.l and broue;ht with them 
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from the esta.blished settlements in Mexico seed o.nd livestock to fom 

the nucleus of California agriculture. 

The obe.in of' 21 It'ranciscan flissions, starting with San Diego on 

the south and ending with Sonoma on the north were established ap­

proxi.r.l8.tely thirty miles apa.rt~ one day's foot travel, since the ascetic 

faith of tle ·padres generally forbade any other means of locomotion.. 

In their heyday these missions controlled 1,500,000 acres of farmland, 

besides the use of contif.9louS mountain areas for pastura ?;e ; owned 

200,000 head of cattle, 21,000 head of horses, 190,000 head of smep, 

and 2,000 head of swine. They had under their domination 30,000 

Indian converts who~ under tr~ direction of the .wissionaries, tilled 

the lands and processed the products thereof' into food and clothing, 

besides practicing the rites of too new white man's relision. Although 

working coopera ti va ly one with another, eaoh miss ion wa s an independent 

unit in its agricultural and industrial activity, ruled by the resi­

dent friars under a mild sort of despotism. 

Nine of the twenty-one 1,;is sions were loca.ted adj ac ent to the 

general area of Los Padres National Forest. Using their modern 

secularized names, Sa.n Antonio }I:ission, 20 miles southwest of King City, 

Was e stablis hed in 1771 by Portola's pe.rty. The following yea.r San 

Inis Obispo Fission Vias founded, but it was not till 1779 that Carmel, 

located on the Bay of tr~t na~~, was dedicated. Ventura, or Buena­

ventura, came into existence in 1782 and as a single instance of the 

growth of mission wealth, eight years later oNned 10,013 head of cattle 

and 4,622 head of sheep. 

Santa Barba.ra rission followed Ventura when the priests in 1786 

comrnenoed construction close by the presidial town establish3d by the 
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Spanish military forces. This famous r~ission greatly prospered and 

supported a large Indian population. Several hundred neophytes were 

organized into a military force by a militant priest leader when in 1818 

Buenos Aires freebooters threatened to wrest California from Spanish 

dominance. This Indi~ milita.ry force later proved somewhat of a boomer­

ang. The mission Indians resented drunken Spanish soldiers molesting 

their womenfolks and a be.ttle royal ensued. Only by virtue of the 

superior weapons of their opponents were the Indians forced to retire 

f'rom the battlefield. Two decades of patient work of the missionaries 

was alrrost lost when the soldiers fired the mission buildings and the 

Indians for a time reverted to a primitive existence in the nearby 

Santa Ynez mountains. 

Pur is ima Miss ion, at the edge of Lomp 00 Valley, Vias e stab lished 

in 1787, and Soledad, in the middle of Salinas Valley, in 1791. Sen 
• 

1.iiguel, also in the Salinas Valley" was dedicated as an importa.nt 

mission plant in 1797. Although Santa Ynez l~iss ion, in t he center of' 

Santa Ynez Valley, did not oome into existence until 1804, it beoame 

one of' the wealthiest of the mission chain, from grain crops produced 

on adjacent va.lley lands and livestoclc pastured on the surr ounding hills. 

While the ma.in activities of the Franoiscan i.~issions dealt with 

agrioultural lands, considerable dependence was placed on the nearby 

mountain areas. The massive hand-hevm timbers used in mission church 

construction were borne for miles from the high.er monntains on the 

shoulders of Indian neophytes, whose forebears for oenturies hed dra~ed 

dmm rived boards from the same area.s to build their canoes. Evidence 

of this early day log~ing was still visible in the mountains of Ventura 
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County w'hen the ttforast reserve" vtas established in 1898. 

The rnngy bl~ck 1.Ce:xican cattle of the Missions spren.c into the 

surroundinF; hills a..'1.d IT'.!l.ny of t hem were content to remain e. nd multiply 

on the luxuriant grasses of the rotreros found in all pfl.rts of' the 

mountain region. Wild c~ttleJ in the pa,rlar.Lce of mission and rancheros 

vaqueros. meant those which had ~one wild in the hills and were with­

out an identifying brand or :rnark ca.rried by their alnost equally wild 

brethern grazing the gentler v~lley are~s. 

Wa.ter for dOTl"estio use and irrig9.tio!'l Y!as one of the first derr..ands of 

the concentra.ted populations of the missions. A oomplic9,"'.;ed irriga­

tion system was installed a.t the San }-ntonio l'fission in the last 

deoade of the eighteenth oentury and the nar.le 1tlalpitastl (fields) 

was given to the surrounding area as indicative of the wide range of 

cultivo.ted fields and gardens surroundil"..g the Eission. The Ee.nta 

Barbare" J.~ission i."1pounded mounta.in Ylnters for irrigatio~ and dor..estic 

use by the cons 'bruction of a large e9.rth end rook drun which served until 

oomparntively recent years, and is still preserved as an outstanding 

exrunple of mission industry. In 1798, a water poV/'er mill vras erected 

at the SfL.'I1. Luis Obispo Mission. The padres at the Soledad Mission 

built 15 miles of a.queduot which conveyed suffioient 'vater to irrigate 

20,000 acros of valley la.nd. The Ventura ;·!ission also ha.d a rather 

elaborate five-nile aqueduct. 

The seoularization of the California. Fissions by Eexican oivil 

authorities is a. snd chapter in Ca.lifornia history. Se.dder still is 

the subsequent story of the 1Iission Indians suddenly torn loose from. 

a: well-ordered~ d isciplj.ned existence which had o.st;ured ~'P[lple food, 

shelter and bodily covering. Many of them quiokly degenerated into 
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drunkards and petty thieves. TJ1..e few wLo did elect to return to the 

ne.tive haunts of their forbears were driven from place to place by 

usurping white sett lers and became starving, wandering outcasts in the 

land over which their people had ruled for ages. The shrune of their 

treatment is set forth in detail in Helen Ifunt Jackson's famous novel, 

'Ramona' • 

The }.:Texioan ReP;jiroe 

When l:!exioo in 1822, after sixty-odd years of Spanish domination, 

cast off the shackles which bound her to the mother country I not over 

twenty land grants had been made in a.ll of the C.alifornia province and 

none at all in the region of' which Los Padres NatioT'..al Forest is a part. 

In 1800, the total white popula.tion of California VIas sorne~I':here ground 

1,000 soulsm-leather-j~cketed.soldiers of Spain, Franoiscan friars, 

actual settlers, and a few hardy adventurers from the United States 

and foreign lands. It had grown but little when Mexican independenoe 

brought more liberal land la.W's and ~reat cattle ranchos bega.Yl to dot 

the California landscape. 

The minimum size of the l~iexican land grants was eleven square 

Spanish lea1?;ues (over 48,000 a.cres), the standard size }texican home-

stead. A map of Los Padres National Forest shovTs many nS.mes of trese 

old Mexican land grants. From the :rnap of the J,~onterey Division such 

names as Los Tularcitos, Pasa de Ie. Osit'J.s, Rancho Las gilpitas, Rancho 

San Miguelo and :81 Piojo sprinf~ out to meet the eye. On down through 

Sen Luis Obispo County the old holdings represented hy Euerhuero, Corral 

de Piedra, Santa l'ienuela, Canada de los 0505, Huasna and others, still 

bear the ir original names. In Santa Barbara and Ventura Counties the 
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boundaries of such old land grants as Tepesquet, Tinaquaic, Tequepis, 

Lome.s de la Pu.rifics-cion .. Nuestra. Senoro., Cane.de. Lnrga 0 Verde 0..00 a 

sooro of others cr~wd up into the mountain slopes and contend for a 

place on the r.ap VIi th nore prosaic Anglo-Sa.."ton names. 

While the reign of the !t~exicen cattle barons VTas cOJrt.po.rs.tively 

brief', their use of the rango lands forms probably one of the most color­

ful periods of California history. Cattle-raising was pre.ctically the 

sole industrye The immense number of cat'~le produoeti by the relatively 

5r.la,11 popule.tior( brought to a. peak the historioal hide a.nd t~lloY( trade, 

started during the Spar.ish regime and carried on by Boston clipper ships 

and tr~ding vessels of other ~tions. RiorArd Henry Dana has immortalized 

this industry in his "TrIO Years Before the Mast tt
, and montions ports of 

ca.ll still in use by coastw"ise vessels. 

Virtu.ally fron the cradle to the grave J the ILe:cican ranoheros spent 

mos t of their time in the sg,dd.le. The world me never produoed finer 

horsemen. Unborken rides of 150 miles vrere not uncommon. The wiry 

Hexior'.ll horses were invariably turned loose with a shar t# trailing riata 

attaohed# to facilitate oatching them ... .,hen e. frash mount was needed. The 

horses were b'6rken so that they knew no other ~ai t bet\veen a walk and 

fast ~allop and were trained to start and stop with an ~brupt suddenness. 

Horses becfL'":le as plentiful as cattle with nothi~ but a. limited 

looal tl'.arket for this cla.ss of stock. Rodeos Vlere held durill~ which they 

were ~~:ttered by the thousands and slaushtered to provide more range for 

cattle. Sometimes they YTere killed by the mere expedient of dri vin~ 

lar~e bands over a preoipitous cliff. At times leather 'vas made from 

horse hides to provide saoks to hold grain. or for similar use. 
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The Ijl'exioan reno heros and vaqueros were as expert in hend ling 

their rawhide ria.tas as they were in rnana~ing their spirited horses. 

One of the sports of the period was oapturine ~riz?'ly bears alive, 

several horsemen skillfully lassoing the animal, trussing hi.~ up, and 

transporting him a considerable distanoe to enga~e in an exhibition 

fight with one of the fierce black bulls, brought in from the range. 

The riata was also used as a crude surveyor's ohain in the rough surveys 

whioh marked the boundaries of the land ~~rants. 

110 work Was performed afoot which oould be a.ocomplished from the 

back of a horse. To the hundreds of thousands of cattle roaming the 

hills of the region, a Jilan on foot was an allen fi~re in the landscape, 

and foot trave lover the ran-:;es of the half wi ld stock was a ha.zardous 

undertaking. Out side of the friars trnve ling from miss ion to mis sion, 

who seeMed bleRsed with special Divine protection, few essayed foot 

trave 1 in those tir..es. 

Local custom sa.nctioned anyone ce.tchin~ up a loose horse anyv/here 

and lea"'in~ his jaded steed in his stead--haltered, so as to be oau~hb 

up later by some other rider needing a fresh mount. The local resjdent 

or casual trave ler vias also we lcome to slaughter a steer for ca.mp meat, 

the only rule (an inviolable, unwritten law of the tiln.e) bems thB.t he 

must leave the hid.e of the anireo.l on a bush, tree or rock with the brand 

and venta mark conspicuously displayed. 

Cattle \V·3re the mainstay of the rancreros. Beef formed the main 

item of daily diet, either on the ran.~e or at the rencho headcparters. 

A rela.tively small am.ount of dried or pickled beef was sold to trading 

ships anchored off the coast, but the principal income of the cattle 

barons came from hides and tallow. 



r 
Q 

r 
r 
r 
[i 

r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
r 

24. 

Green cattle hides were universally priced at ~)2 .00 each and cons­

tituted in effect the co5.n of the realm.. An arroba (25 lbs.) of tallovl 

Was a.1so priced a.t 'n~2.00. Little cash WD.S handled by the Californios, 

hides S-I!d ta.l1ow being traded to the shipmasters for dress 'Soods, manu­

factured articles, luxuries of various sorts, and far foodstuffs not 

produced in the California of that time. 

For years the standard price of' live cows was ~j4.00 each and oxen, 

gentled a.nd broken for haulir-g and Vlorkin:s, ~z:5 .00 ea.ch. The almost 

equally sta.ndardized prices of S01m of the other a.~ric'1li,-ural products 

of the region were 75 cents to .-~l2 .00 per. r..ead for sheep; ~~2.00 to ~~4.00 

per head for erm..-n swine; horses, ;~3.00 to ;::l9.00 per hea.d for broken 

stock, and milch cows ~::5.00 each. ;'Jheat w9.s:·:2.00 to :~3.00 per fanesa 

(100 1bs.), and bre.ndy :;:50 per 19rge barrel. 

At the periodic rodeos which were a Iso festive socia.l occasions, 

cattle were dri van to the mantanzas, or s lau(")1.ter ~rounds, by the tens 

of thousa.nds. Here they were killed and dressed, the talloW' being 

rendered in la.rge iron kettles. 'N'hile in a melted state, the tallow 

Was poured into a ~reen cowhide, the erJ.e;es of which had been sevlll to­

~ether. This centainer Vle.s called a "bota". Besides their "tt.'!o-dollar 

hides, the rangy J"exican black ce.ttle produced an averaGe of 100 pounds 

of tallow per aniIr.al, and if the choicest parts of the meat were saved, 

approximately fifty pounds of dried or pickled beef. 

Rawhide Via.S to the Cal ifornia Dons what bucy~kin V[as to most 

Indian tribes. The sreen hide itself w~s used for botas, the cured 

r~y[hide for riatas a.nd halters. It WM ma.de into bedsprings, ohair 

bottoms, and se.ddle skirts. Rawhide thonr,s were un~versally used in 

building construction, taking the place of wire and nails of a later 
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period. Long after their hides and fats had been processed jn Eastem 

manufacturing centers, California cattle still continued to contribute 

to the local indust ry of which they were once e. part. The b leache d 

skulls were hau Ie do hy the thousands from the mantanzas to be built in­

to fences around the lncienda.s, the slnrp horns providing- a formidable 

barrier to protect ranch gardens and orchards from roaming herds. 

~ftany sailors and adventurers, attraoted by the bea.uty of the 10c al 

senoritas, the kindly California climate, and the happy-sa-1uoky, easy­

going way of living of the cattle barons, elected to settle down in the 

new land. A considera.ble number of Ameri~ans by becoming citizens of 

the If:exican Republic secured land grants, marri~d into }-~exica.n families, 

and aften beca.use of their industrious and aggressive disposition, be­

came actual leaders in their cOJl1lrunities. Although definite fi~ures 

are not availab1e~ of the approximate 1,000 Americans in the Cali£o~nia 

province in 1846, it is estimated thnt around one-i'ourthwere naturalized 

Mexioans of lunerican extr'lotion li vin~ in the four counties in whio h 

the bulk of Los Padres Nationa.l Forest is looated. 

The presence of these American colonists probably had a good dea.l 

to do with the fair~y easy conquest of California by American foroes 

in 1846-47. The bulk of the Californios--the total population being 

not more than ten thousand of all ages--had little love for Itexico 

because of her neGlect of the colony. Just the same, in too defense of 

the colony, the superb horsemen of the hills with tm swingin~ lariat 

as their most potent weapon~ proved more formidable antagonists ~han the 

professional soldiers in the battles that took place between the American 

invaders and the };~exican foroes. 
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General John Charles Fremont l acclaimed as one of the heroes in 

the A."!lerican conque st of California.1 after taking part in tm Bear Flag 

War of the northern section~ marclBd south from l:onterey with his motley 

regiment of irregul ar s. Little trouble was encountered till it becrune 

necessary because of the coasta.l route being blocked by hostile forces l 

to negotiate the most rugged sector of the Santa Ynez Range. I~re the 

invaders encountered lashing rainstorms I swollen streams end ankle deep 

mud. They lost most of their horses and mules~ the brass cannon which 

was the pride of the regirr..ent, and almost all of their camping and 

military equipment. 

It Was a ragg;ed looking, poorly equipped b and of warriors which 

reached the summit of San };Tarcos Pa.ss Christmas Day" 1846. Lieutenant 

Edward Bryant, one of Fremont t~ officers, writin~ of the d.ownhill 

journey to the sea coast and the tC71fn of Santa Barbnra., se.id "they 

rolled dOVin the slopes rather tm.n marched.1t The stormy weather had 

modera:l; ed, how~ ver, and Bryant· s current diary prafse s the vista of 

towering peaks, luxuriant shrub and flower gronth, the glittering ocean 

waves, the peaceful appearing cattle ranohes, and the spires of the 

old mission. He wrote: uA more lovely and pioturesque lar .. dsoe.pe I 

never beheld." 

Lieutenant B~Jant·s diary and General Fremont's later books re­

oount :in detail the hardships of the trip through the mountains. In 

after years John Char les Fremont became a la.r~e land ONner in this 

section and his name ap"ge~rs in Sflllta BarbA.ra County records in oonnect­

ion with important land transactions. 



r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
r· .. : .. ;.:···· ~: .. 

r 

27. 

American Pioneer Days 

The great ~old rush days brought to the oattle barons fabulous 

prices for their oattle, vhich were shipped to San Francisco. e.nd the 

mining fields of the north by bont from the :t!onterey coast (t.nd points 

further south, or driven in lar5t3 herds from ran~e to market. 

The ey.cit9~ent of the gold rush ft~ther north had the effect of 

relegating the story of these oa.ttle drives to San Francisco and the 

Saorrumento Valley to ~ somewhnt minor plnce in California histo~ of 

the 1850's, but color and excitement w~rked the progress of these trail 

bards north along and over the rugged mountain ranges. Battles vtith the 

elements; sts1:".peded cattle; fights with organized bandit bands or thiev-

ing India.ns, made the journey en e:r.:ceedingly adventurous one, even though 

the profits were larf;e. 

The l':oxioan ranchoros were dazzled by the sudden prosperity brought 

about by high prices and local merkets. Trad1.ng ships no longer bought 

hides 9..'l'J.d tallovr but did a profitable business :i.n selling the stookmen 

almost every luxury which their vessels could bring from the Bqstern 

coast and foreign ports. No worry for t he futuro s lowed down the ex­

trava.gant way of living of the cattlemen and by 1860 many of them had 

been forced out of business. l'lot only the extrev~ .. gance of the ranoheros 

themselves, but the better clnss of livestock brought in by Amerioen 

em:i.grnnts, put the liIezicen oattler.len out of business and gradually 

pushod the rangy. hali' wild l'Eexican cattle from the ra~es. 

}jature herself delivered t:h.e death blow to the easy-p;oing luxury­

IOvine; Cali:rornia. catt Ie barons. The heaviest ra.infall known in 

California up to thnt tir.1e oocurred in the wi.nter of 1861-62. Thousnnds 
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of head of stock were lost in ra;ing torrents, or even by boin~ mired 

down. 'fhe standard adobe houses simply melted rr.:18.y under the torren­

tial downpour which continued week after -week. Over the sta.te as a 

whole" this flood destroyed approxima.tely one-fourth or the taxable 

property. 

The Gree.t Flood, t:s it wa.s called, we.s follo'wed by the worst drolth 

California. has ever knCJlln even up to tr.e presenb tire. After January, 

1862, no ram wh~tever fell durinG the balance of the year, and winter 

rains failed to materia.lize during 1863. The drouth carried over into 

1864. F'rom iJentura to l:onterey the ro.n:;e became a dust bed; springs 

never before knm¥n to fail dried up, and the stench of rotting cattle 

carcasses filled the a.ir. In Santa Darhara County alone, of 200,000 

oattle yet listed on the assessment rolls in 1863, less than 500 were 

alive in 1864. One sale of 5,000 hea.d of cat'cle took place in this 

county at 371 cents per heed durin~ the height of the ~reat drouth. 

Y/'hile a special lands cOmr.lission Was investi~~ti..Yl~ la.nd titles and 

trying to Make good to Eexican-Californians the promises conta med in 

the Guadalupe Treaty of 1848, American squatters be~an spreading over 

the state. It Wa.s not the nature of pioneer American settlers to pass 

up fertile area.s of 'wild lands, sketchil:{ used by le.r.;.;e stoclonen. At 

first the ne'.'fcorrers Vlere sorretil1les ?:iven small parcels of larxl by the 

indu 1gent cattle barons who counted their land O\vnersnip by lee.::;ues 

rather then by acres. Soon th.is praotice ceased as more and more emi­

~rants c~.me in, and squatters t wars were precipitated, sometirres bona 

fide purchasers of Fe::dcan ~~re.nt lands bein~ involved. One such strugGle 

resu Ited in the death of Thomas ~·i·. 1\::0 ore , wealthy rancher 6 stoclonan and 

asphalt miner of Ventura and Sante. Barbara Counties. 
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!\'~oore had purchased his extens ive farm lands from the oriGinal 

l:ex ican grante e and so f a.r as ~ec or ds of that t ime went, hi s title 

was as good as gold. Squatters loc~ted here and there on his broad 

domain and ~.coore resented t:he ir intrusion. Organiz ing; one night, the 

settlers set fire to the large barn at his ranoho headqusrters, rightly 

guessing the. t lroore 'Vtol.lld rush out to save his beloved hor ses • As he 

oame into the li,~ht of the blazing barn, he was met with a volley from 

the arrhushed squatters and badly wounded. Lyin~ helpless on the ground, 

Noore beg.;r:ed for his life, but or,e of the squa.tters put a gun to his 

heed and fired the shot whioh killed him. Although the Case wo.s taken 

into the oourts, no one was ever convioted for t'his crime of the 1870's. 

Settlers pu shad down the ronterey coast, taking up under Government 

land la.ws such level or ~ently sloping lap..ds as exist ed between the 

ser...shore and the mountains, even pushing up into the ran~e itse If 

wherever areas involved land sufficiently gentle in slope to allow 

cattle to graze with any de~re€; of safety. These isolated rancl'e s and 

little communities such as .~bolado (Big Sur), Luoia, and Gorda, oould 

be reached only by oocasional coastwise steamer, or over preoipitous 

trail s. As late as the midd Ie 1920' s many of these plaoes along a 

fiftY-Ii'.ile stretoh of Yonterey coast had no wagon roads oonnecting 

them with the outside VTorld. Points u'9 am dovTn this coast still bear 

the appellation tlLmdingH m oonneotion with their names, as desig­

natinG a sheltered spot where small sterumers might anohor or tie up 

in favorab Ie weather. 

Wild ca.ttle ~"r'}d horsesr coming down from the hills swept over the 

Santa Earia Valley floor in va.st herds in the seventies. The ca.ttle 



r 
r 
r' 
r 
r 
r 
r 

, , r·'t'· ...... · 

r 
r 
~ c 
r 
r 
r 

30. 

were hunted down with some de~ree of profit. Organized drives gathered 

and sla.ughtered the wild horses, since t hey were v.orth litt Ie more than 

in the da.ys of the Dons. Old timers yet tell of a wild hor.se roundup 

held on the Carizzo Plains in the sumr~er of 1894. The stock was jFlmmed 

lllto stout corrals for the purpose of separating and saving the best 

animals--a milling, strugg1in:~ mass of wtld horse-flesh. The weather 

W~.s so hot that the fine dust in the corrals actually became mud from 

the dripping sweat of the tra.pped, frir:htened ~ni::rals. 

Over on the east side of What is now Los Padres Forest, sheep were 

ranged in large nu~bers by big landmvners such as General Edward F. neale 

who at one time in the 1870's owned upwe.rds of ~OO,OOO head, ;;razed main­

lyon the public ranses. Grizzly bears vlere greatly fea.red by the sheep­

herders of early d9.Ys and as a protection from these marauders, the stock 

were penned up each night in rough brush corrals loc<;. .. ted throughout the 

ranges. This corral was overlooked by the herder domiciled on a 

l'tepestra.l1 ,--a pll3.tform elevated on poles stout enour;h to resist the 

attack of a. large grizzly, yet too small for the animal to climb. 

Generally, the big bears ha.d lit-tle e.ppetite for mutton but were a dis-

tinct personal menace to the herder himself. 

The Southern Pacii'ic Railway, already servin>:; the Qountry to the 

north and east for years previously, did not rea.ch Srulta. BarbA.ra till 

1887 ~ the first tra.in entering the town on August 20 of tlw.t year. 

The county authorities and local settlers had built rou~h wagon rOf'l.ds 

alon~' and throug,h the hills of the coastal area in San Luis Obispo, 

Santa. Ba.rbara and ~'J'er.tura Counties lon~ before that time ~ oonneotine; 

outlying ranche3 and urban centers. 
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The most ambitious road project of pre-railroad days was probably 

the San :.~arcos Toll ~o(\d" opened for throu~h traffic in 1868. This 

road followed in general Fremont fS route throu~h the Santa Ynez ~·ountai!ls. 

It was so ru~!jed tn.at in places sta.gecoach passen~ers were forced to :;et 

out and walk" while the heavy Concord st€l.~es of the time were eesed d01m 

over rock led.~es by mea.ns of ropes. Durin~ ba.d weather passengers were 

sometirres forced to layover at the Kinevun stage station, some ten 

miles out from Santa r3arbara. Sonetines the s:t;E{:e schedules were bn.rlly 

disrupted by brush fires. The charges for the traffic tunnelled tp.roug;h 

the toll gate were :)1.00 for a single horse and vehicle" and C,1.50 for 

a team anc vehiole. 'rhe charge on oattle 9.."1d horses Was 25 oents per 

head, and on sheep fi~le cents per head. This toll roa.d rer.lained in 

operation Ol.':a a charge basis until l~ov€mber 1, 1898. 

In the last decade of the 19th century the large area of wild land 

vthich eventually became Los Padres I~at5.oral Forest WP..S pretty much of a 

no-man f s land. Hardy recrea tionists indulging in the sport of hunt:in ~ 

and fishin;, were ~'rell rewa.rdrld for their efforts. '::herever the topo­

e.;raphy a.llowed hands of sheep roamed at vlill a.nd fires set by the herders 

not only destroyed the ver;etative watershed cover but were also a mena.ce 

to t m small raIDers who hOO est~.blis bed therr.so lve s in the valley arEl as 

a.nd on the adjacent foothill lands. These seme farmers a.dded to the 

general a.buse of the -wild lands throu~h the Medium of fires set by 

tmmselves for land clearing and which often burned unchecked into the 

mounta.in ar en proper. 

The lar6e land holdir..gs, alvrays a feature of this rer-;icn, were used 

mainly for lar ~e cattle operat ions, sorr.e of them on a.1nost as lavish a 

scale as those of t.he cattle barons of half a century prev~.ously. In the 
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summer of 1896, thousands of he~1.d of ca.ttle were brD.l1decl on the Sen 

l.~aroos ranoh alone, the roundup ta.king on the color of the old l·:~exic8.n 

da.ys. ,I\n e.ccoun1i of this pe.rticulo:r rodeo, one O.r the largest genert\.l 

roundt',ps of the 1890's, stated that the :~,ree. tar number of cattle rounded 

up and branded a.t t he San l.:arcos and other large ranohes I had never se'~n 

a human be in r:: • 
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- CHAPTER III -

CREATI01~ }'}lD PURPOSES 

Ree.sons for Cre~tio!'. of the Forest 

As the population of the vnl1eys surrounding Los Padres area in­

creased~ settlers ber;ru1 to adopt a less indulgent attitude towards fires 

burning in the watersheds, fires which often destroyed improvements repre­

senting the entire lifetime sa.vings of some struggling farmer. A greater 

general loss Was the protective cover itse If. The dependent valley 

population were 1ea.rning that when this -vegetation" binding the soil 

in place on the steep hillsides, wq,s burned off I the lovrlands were flooded 

and oountless tons of silt washed down over the orohards and farmlands. 

In 1885, the Honorable Brice Grimes of Ventura publicly called at-

tention to the fact that within the preoeding fOll!" or five years several 

thousand aores of good farm. land in the Sa.nttl Clara Valley ha.d been 

covered vrith debris or aotually washed away as the direot result of fires 

in the higher hills. At the same time, the State Boerd of Forestry I 

then a mere figurehead organization, enlphasized the d':'.Tl'le.ge in Los Padres 

area. 

Durin~ the 1870-95 period the local newspapers were filled with ao-

oounts of uncontrolled fires. One newspaper article in 1869 mentions 

fires raging all the way frO!!'! 1Eonterey to San Diego a.1ong the coast 

ranges. Through the years following. conte~por~~J newspapers toll of 

unoontrolled fires burfl...ing in the watershed for weeks on end. In 3. re­

port of later years, offioers of the U. S. Geological Survey mention 
f 

the fact tlmt in lS94 the upper wlttersheds of every stremn in the 

Monterey Division had baen burned over. 
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Publio feeling Was strongly in favor of oa.lling a. halt on wa.tershed 

devastation. The city of Sante. Barbara hpd already seoured two sections 

of land in the mountains for wa.ter storage purposes and its oitizens 

Vlere ask:i.ng that SOme sort of reserva.tion be esta.blished in the neir-;h-

borin~ mounta.ins an.d placed under a special administration. The feel in iSs 

of t he local populace is expressed in a. written report mede by the first 

Governrnent a~'ents sent out to examine the 'wild lands of the rer,ion. 

This rerort stated: 

"Public opinion unanimOtlsly fa vcrs the forest reserve policy of 
the Federal Government and ••• the people have constantly urged for great­
er proteotion ••• the pernmnent prosperity' of the hor.-:ebuilders is strict:y-
1iI!1itec. by water. It is the lifeblood of the country •••• Everywhere 
the dominant quest ion relates to the menns by vr!;:!.ch wore vrater w.ay be 
secured. The scarci~ of water is the first impression that visitors 
receive e.r:d many 'who have desired to ~ke thi s their home have abandoned 
the idea owing to this dr9.\vbacl-::. 'I'he question of' incre asing the supply 
has been considered since 1889." 

It will thus be seen tha.t in spite of other use s of Los Pa.dres 

~Jationa1 Forest, m.ade then or later" even be.ck in the last oentury water 

was cons idered its dominant resource. In answer ing the problem of too 

looal populace, the Act 'Jf Farah 1891 conferred on the President broad 

powe rs in orea.tin~ reserves on wild lands in publio ownership and gave 

him the authority to "set aside and reserve ••• public le.nds wholly or 

in part covered with tin-,ber or undergrOT.vth. tt 1,;:ore exactly fittin~ the 

local needs Wes the definition of the type of lands to be set aside as 

given in the Act of June 4, 1897. T:his Act dealin~ with forest reserves, 

in providm.?; for the reservation of timber lands, also Jrte.de watershed 

proteot:i.on a major aim and included the word)ting "ror the purpose of 

seouring favorable ccnditions of stream f10\vs." 
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Forest Eeserve 'Hi tr:1~:-ewa.ls 

The area. a.t present forming Los Padres i';ational Forest was built 

up piecemeal through a process of addition and elilT'ination by proc1a-

mations or executive orders of va.rious presidents. The first witltdr~-'~le.l 

was the Pine }'~ountain and Zaca La.ke Reserve of 1,144,594 acres, located 

in Los Angeles, Ventura and S ante. :·~arbo.ra C ountie s, ur..der procIs,rna tion 

of President ';':m. !.~cKin1ey dated !:o.rch 2, 1898. .An even half million 

acres Was added to this already large reserve on June 29, 1898. The 

Santa Ynez Poreet Reserve of 145,000 acres, lying mainly in Santa Barbara 

County, W~.s created by President 1:cI~in1ey on October 2, 1899. 

The San Luis Obispo Forest Reserve of 365,350 acres, and the 

ronterey Fore:-t P.eserve of 355,~,95 acres, both came into existence by 

President Theodore I{ooseveltts proclamation of June 25, 1906. On 

July I, 1908, the name of the first of these new forest reserves was 

shortened to "San Luis" a.nd 7 .. 350 a.cres of the lo;..,er-lyin~ lands elimi-

natod theref"rom. Tr.1f3 first President Roosevelt had added 25.105 aores 

to the l.'onterey :~eserve in January, 1908. 

The Pinnacles Forest Reserve of 14,108 acres in San Benito County 

was oreated on July 18, 1906, and the San Benito National Forest of 

140,069 acres on October 26, 1907. By Act of Ii:arch 4, 1907 the name 

"forest reser"es lt Wa.s chan;ed to "national forests'1. On July 2, 1908, 

President Roosevelt consolidated all three of those northern withdrawals 

into the 1,:onterey National Forest of 514,777 a.cres. 

President ',·'·:m. Howard 1'aft, by his proclamation of December 12, 1910 .. 

eliminated 21,527 acres and President ~noodrow Wilson 140,427 acres on 

September 5, 1916 1 from the Pinnaoles and San Benito Forests. 

r 
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Consolidation 

In December 1903, President Theodore Roosevelt oombined the Pine l~t. 

and Zaoa l.e.ke and Santa Ynez Forest Reserves into one unit vthich on 

July 1, 1908, under a previous executive order of the s~e president, 

beoame the Santa. Barbara H~tj onal Forest. At the srune time the San Luis 

Obispo Nat1.onnl Forest '\'{a,s added, but it was over 11 ye~.rs later, or on 

August 18, 1919, tlw.t the Monterey National Forest became e .. part of the 

Santa Barbara National Forest. 

Various olnnges in area were made by Presidents Taft and Wilson be­

tween 1908 and 1920. President Calvin Coolidge on September 30, 1925, 

eliminated 4,289 nores and for smoother administration transferred 265,538 

aores of the eas"::; side area to the neighboring .Angeles National Forest, 

these last ohanges aocounting for the approximate present day area of 

Los Padres. (See Appendix C) 

It will be seen that the Santa Barbara National Forest was the 

result of a oonsolide.tion of different national forest units. It wa.s 

loouted, however, in six co~~ties and residents of other oounties some­

VThat resented the name Santa Ba.rbe.ra. Public pressure was brought to 

bear on looal adlT'inistrators to olw.nse to a. name less identified w'ith 

one county. The four counties of Ventura, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara, 

o.nd Monterey, in which tho bulk of the national forest Was loc9.ted, vtere 

all olosely identified with mission history, and the trt'.il of the Mission 

fathers led over the rugged slopes of tr~ Santa Barbara National Forest. 

Furthermore, nine of the old missions were looated adjaoent ~he 

natio!1Al forest area, already replete with an atTlosphere of Spanish and 

Mexioa.n days.. It was quite lo:;ioal tl'l.v.t the n9Jlle finally chosen, 
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"Los Padres" (The Fathers), would meet with universa.l approval, so by 
f./J 

. executive order of Pres ident Franklin D. Roosevelt, ·dated December 3, 19S?; 

the Santa Barbe.ra National Forest beoame Los Padre s NatioMl Fore st, "The 

Forel; t of the Fatherslt--a fitting memorial to its first white users. 

.. : ''',:" , 
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Diversified Terrain 

- CHAPTER IV -

TOPOGRAP?"'Y j\l-ID FIDHA. 

38. 

A wide range of terrain is represented in Los Pa.dres Forest. Gen­

erally the mountains are bisected by innumerable cpnyons here and there 

opening into small areas of level land, but which in the main, represent 

gorges split through towerin;~ cliffs. 

Piru Creek in the extreme south eas tem portion of the Forest, is 

almost as rugged as the scmewhat shorter Sespe River area further west 

and north. On the other side of the Pine ~';oJntain Divide, Cuyama Hiver 

runs for sorre 70 miles through a fln.t plain and, cutting thro\J.g:h the 

mounte.ins towards the east arrid a jumble of lm'f-lying peaks, with the 

Sisquoc River foms a junction to feed the Santa Earia River. 

~"he Sw..tf3. Ynez River, risin~ nee.r the boondary of Santa 3arbara. end 

Ven1llra Counties, lies north of the Santa Ynez t·ts. This ri ver basin is 

70 miles long, averages ab out 15 miles in width, 3.n.d drai ns approxirrate ly 

900 square miles. Elevations in this wa:tershed, forty percenb of wh ich 

is inside the nati0nal forest, range fro~ 7,000 feet to sea level. On 

the south side of the Santa Ynez F:'ID~e soares of short streams plunge 

dawn t mir brief steep courses to the ocean from the ir souroes :in the 

ohaparral hills. The Salinas River further norbh is a. typioal Californi.a. 

stream, its upper reaohes flowing throu~h knobby. low-lyins hills. The 

rug~edness of the L~onterey Division has been previously recounted. 

Besides the fertile Ojai, Sant8. Clr-:.:.ra, Santa :.:aria and Salinas 

Valleys, a.nd the sW'eepin~ e:cpa.nse of Cuyama "'lalley, at one time an 

inlarxi sea, the other 1 fl!" ge areo. of flat land a.dja.cent to Los Pa.dres 
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is that embra.ced in the Carrizo Plain. Extending for many niles north-

west and southeast, pa.rallel to the Tremblor Ranp;e, this vast lake bed J 

r or sink, is separated from Cuyama Valley by an extensive area of badlands, 

justly so-named. Frankly sem:i.-desert in cha.racter, the Carrizo P1a.in is 

r simply one of the larGe dry alkali lakes such as are prevalent in the 

deserts of HElvada and Orer-:on. The dazzlin~ white deposits of Sode. Lake, 

piled up in broken w.a.sscs in the center of the old lake bed, are visible 

[ for 1":'i1e$ e.cross the floor of the plain. 

There are no wiele eXI,)anses of mesa cOllntry in Los Pa.dre s Fore st but 

r in spite of its seneral ru,~sedness, the area breaks here and ther e into 

[ 
p1easin~ potreros--little open flats along strea~~, openings in the wood-

land areas, or flat-topped hills. 

r 
r The {rea:ber part of the area of Los Pttdrcs is Co!~.posed of chaporral 

r or elfin forest "N~ioh forms the water filter feeding' the live streams 

and s prin~s, and trnnsmits the sc:.\sonal rains to uncere:round storage 

r reservoirs. l'he chaparra.l e;roNth in plaoes reaches a height of ten to 

twelve feet, presentin~ a thick herbage cover which breaks up the falling 

r rain that usually ~omes in torrential proportions durin!, tp~ winter 

r months. 

The underlyir.~ soil strata is held in place on the steep slo?es 

r by the root s~rstems of this vegetative cover. The geolocic a.l fOrIJlB.ti on 

of the entir () region is such thp t vThen the steep hills are stripped of 

r this dense cover the topsoil, exposed to the irnpnot of seasona.l raino" 

r w~'lshes s'way, often dcrvV'n to the ul1C~,orlyin0 strato. of: sondstone or ;,·r~·.nito 

roc~{. T:'.is rr.>ck strata i tse If' folloiifS no if,erer 8.1. pu.ttern r.nd where 

r 
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naturul or artificial cuts have been made the rook ~asses are often re­

vealed lea.nir:g; at crazy an.'~les or actually standing on end. A grea.t many 

areas of sliding shale rock, devoid 0.1' all vOf.~etation, are found in parts 

of the Forest. 

'free, Shr11h and Plant 'jra:lth 

The Calif oreia soru.b oak: (~uerous dwnos a) se Idem rEJaches a he i~ht 

~reater thnn six fect but makes up for l~k of stature in its scraggly 

spread. It forms appr ox i.rr.ate ly one-fo~nth of the chaparral cover. A 

dwarf compared to other r,iant specieS of the 0ak family, it ~ev~rtheless 

produces 8. prolii'ic oro:.: of ac orns e.nd its rEl.1Ien leaves forr.l a deep 

soil h'l.'tn:uso Che..,..,is6, also clJ.lled g,rease"J'{ood, may he sa.id to vie with 

the ceanothus (Wild lilac) of difCerent specie s as the next leading cover 

of the brushy slopes. The chronise burns e.s thouSh soaked with r~a.solina, 

9.nd thickets of this srcrNth are a decic.ed fire menace. In the spring of 

the year whole mounta.insides break forth into colorful bloom vThen. the 

ceanothus puts forth its purple and white flo'lIers, the different ceanothus 

species in so~e ~ocalities fon~ing the predominating veGetative cover. 

ranz~.nita, IT'.ixed in the tangled brush cover, sometiJ11es reaches a diometer 

up to ~Nelve inches. 

J·:ountain mahogany, lr..uch dW8.1·red compared \II:i th the Iar :t;er growth of 

this species found in. rorthern California, oocupies a leadin~ pla.ce on 

the chaparral hillsides. The rad-barked madrone, part tree and part 

shrub, is corr'!'".on in the Santa Lucia and COB.St ra.n~es, as is the Califorr..ie. 

buckeye sr.rub vTirl.ch is some locat.ions re9.n}1es the c1i.;nity of tree stature. 

',Jild buokwheat is a denizen of the cr..a.parral cover as is the 

Cal:tfornia s9..~ebrush, close relative of its desert sister, the purple 
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sage, and carryinr, the se.me punh~nt odor. Yerba. Se-.nta, the curative 

propertie s of w'hich were passed on by the Indians to the Spa.nish vaqueros, 

and in turn on to the American pioneers, finds a plaoe on brush-covered 

red Los Padres slopes. 

Althout:h not a. cOInr.lercially tinlbered. forest, a large range of tree 

species is found within los Padres area. On the e~st side of the main 

division con.iferous forests of "Jonderosa and Jeffrey pine, incense cedar 

and white fir in a minor replica. of the Sierr~ Nevade. forests, clothe 

the slopes of 3'razier !::t., l.:t. Pinos, l':oroeste !(t., and Sa.wnil1 Mt., 

bree.kin~ out in.to fairly dense sts.."!ds of pinon pine on the lower lands. 

C!~.lifornia juniper, usually r.1uch dwarfed, is cornmon in the mo.in division 

of the forest. 3ir,cone spruce is found allover the ran~es of Santa 

Barbp.ra. County. Jrovcs of these trees, rising here a.nd there on tho 

cha-parre.l slopes, are quite conspicuous from vs:J.lley points or from the 

ooean. Undoubtedly~ these very noticAable feo .. tures on the mountain 

landscape constituted the nrorests lt which Richtrd Henry Dana mentioned 

in his ttT'~~TO Ye2.rs Before the 1:astH
, ra.ther tha.n indio A.tin~ as ar~ed by 

s orne self-canst ituted authori ti as, th..'-t t 19r t;6 fo rests of this spec ies 

of tree olothed the looal hills in compa.rati~Tely recent dooades. 

In the matter of unusual tree :,,;rowth Los Pa.dres has to offer the 

Santa Lucie. fir, or bristlecone fir, which is native only to the coe.st 

ran~e of f'onterey County. The shorp, spire-like orovms of this tree are 

sO distinctive th~t they can be easily r~cognized a~onG other tree ~r~lth 

from ~ considerable distance. The tree could e~.sily be called "llistcn­

~onet1 fir, since thc-- ::r;lobules of pale, resinous Vitch oozin~ out over the 

cones f,listen like Christmas tree ormn:ents in' the li.'~ht of the sun. 

In the l·onterey Division also is found the ratter rare, ~rotesque-
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appearinSI native I::onterey cypresR and here a Iso is tl'e native hOr.1e of 

the so!"ovlhat prolific, adaptable :Oonterey pir;e. The southern redwood 

belt extends a.l:)n~ the Yrest side of the C09,st moun·tains up to elevations 

of 3 1 000 feet flO fa.r south ~ Salmon Creek, the limit of its southern 

ran.::e. This fnmous Ca.lifornia tree rea.ches its best development iT" Los 

Padres F'orest in the vicinity of Rip; Sur. Su~ar Pine of a. fedr size is 

also found in the . 'ontercy Divis iO.l.1 1 an is also ponderosa pine and tpn-

bG.rl: oak ;ro':lin::, f1no""1:, the rer'Vioods. Salmon Creek is also the extrerre 

sO:'lthern li!!lit of both the t'3l1be.rJ: oak and 1jouC1es fi.r. 

f.;earl~r e.ll th'9 oa.les indi.':F)!luouS to California are .round along the 

10'~'rer rp.E>.ches of thlJ forest" the co~.st live oak l?ein~ the most eomJron--

i::1 f'1c+", it w..ay ho S'l.:i.rl to ~e tho lee..diri:~ nntive tree species of the 

network of bru.nehe s, :l.C a deni zen of the :tnt('r ior sect ion s, enr:: ?,r ovt:s 

kno bcono pit'.e, t~e e.G.ar:m .. Vlt iYle c ones ~I f' ':;~~i e h o'9f!n only '."r~en exposo d to 

intense heat, i3 found through central Los Padres. Even thoui~h it;.:: 

,,;ro .. ·,rth demands are quite rr~ode3tl the knobcor:e, hailed Ly S0r[~e conserva­

tionists as the proper tree growth to re[;lace tho r:e.tive chape.rr~i.l, has 

~a.d',:: no 2;roat h~··H::'~·::;l.y in "the local n~.tional fore::t. 

. th t ........ +, • .,,." o:·~ tt.. .. ·, Cc.-n· '."reI·' bot~.·.o~,"', r.:., ar.I.'; .~!,: '~_)·r. .. n€·rnllv 1S • e ~~S· CO~~P1~~vUS J_L~ _ .~ ~~' • _ - ~- c ~-~ 

found in !l s\.lrrO'.l.!1(l:!.!1'~ setti'1~ of cott~onwoods, Willow" box cIders, D.L1 

lessElr trees. 'rhe roc'(y canyons e.re u~uD.ll~1 ohokod \,i:" th e. luxuriant 

tree a.nd G h.rub :;r-:.-:r+.h. 
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Flow'ering plants ond shrubs bloom in profus ion over tho area of Los 

Pndres ~orest generally. The first foresters ma.king a. detailed survey 

of the main division in the openins ye2rs of the century ~ besj.des check­

ing 23 species of nr-ttive trees, listed 116 species of shrub and 1es~er 

plant grovrf:;h. The showy Frementia is quite COmrron as are the bush poppies 

and the delica.tely-0010red bush phlox. The potreros in springti.9'fle pre­

sent a muss of wuving bloom, the bright-huod flowers standing in bold 

relief a.gainst a darker ba.ckground of luxuriant gra.ss grO'nth, saddle high. 

The Ma.tilij a poppy, nati va of the San Roi'a.e 1 ~~?ountains section of 

Los Pa.dres Forest, is probably the sweetest scented wild flo"v'ler in the 

sta.te. Growing on bushes three to six feet and higher, the te:rbure of 

tl~ blossom is a.s fragile as a. butterfly's wing. It is also knovrn by the 

more mundane name of "fried e~(j plant" since the lar~e blossoms with their 

bright yello".; oenters ond white borders bear a striking resemble.noe to 

that bre~J:rast dish. 

At various periods during the spring and ear ly sumll'l.er months, whole 

hillsides ~low with masses of golden California poppies, purple lupine, 

the rusty red of the Indian paint brush, or the delicate pinks and whites 

of ~round-hueging flower v~.rieties. The tllll yuccas with their sho\vy 

whi te flowers dominate some of the sa~e-covered hillsides. Shooting 

stars, pentstemons, different flowers of the bell type, and pra.ctioally 

all the speoies of Ca.lifornia vTild flowers are found in abundance. 

'Thile the hills in ~enernl turn brmv.n and sere during the rainless 

SU1:l1'!'l.er months, areas 0 los e to the sea coast--under the influence of pre­

vailing fogs--maintain their vlild flower gordens the year around. 

Notable onong the everbloo:min~ species ~.rA the bush poppy and bush phlox. 

In the ee.rly vrinter months masses of l'oyon, or Christma.s berries, adorn 
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- CTIAPTE.:.T{ V -

NATTW..AL RESOURCES 

Water 

Water - too muoh sometimes, too little at others - Was the chief 

reas on for t he establishment of Los t'fI.dres l:e.ticmal Forest • Although 

greqt pro!~ress h~.s been made throu~ the ycnrs, in this year of 1945, 

Los Pa.dres \'[ater problcr.ls ha-rre not as yet by any mea.ns be~:~n solved. 

The intensely-developed valleys and ur":>an centers a.djacent to Los 

Padres brush-clad· hills are absolutely dependent upon local w('.ter supplies. 

'l'here is not the s li~htest hope of relief by irr.ported waters and the 

wa.tershed cover which C(?tcnes the winter rain, deli..,erin,::; the water tr.rou:~h 

its root systems in.to under:;round channels, or e9.sinE it on the surface 

w5.thout erosion i:::-_to livin; streams, is the only SOllrce of sU~1ply. One 

nota b Ie Ce.lifo rni a writer has ci3.pab ly phrased th:.s dependence on the ... ~rild 

land s lope~ as follows: 

ItDame l;ature kn6'ii her business vlhen sho deve loped the ch'l.parral. 
~,'Iithout it the mountains of' the southwost would be s·cark pinnacles end 
naked ridr::es, too foothills barre!'!, rock slo!,>es, nnd the VB.lle~rs nothip..9; 
but beds of cobhlestone a..Tld sravel." 

E7.cept for the indefatigable work o.r the mission padres, diversion 

of water fro;.) the nea.rest live strea..'ll represented a1)out the extent of 

water development i!: this secti on up to the 1870,~s. About this time 

a good supply of artesi911 wa.ter VT<.'S discovered ir1 Lompoc Va.lley J b~tt 

grnin and cattle, the chief crops, called for little or no irrigation. 

I~ 1889, seventeen wells were bored LYl Lo"np 00 Valley, a·V'ora.::;in[l; 180 feet 

in depth, produc ad soed. artes"ian floVls for a fe":i ye[).rs, then sta.rted to 
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decline. These pioneer ,\,lel~s were practically v/iped Ol.lt of existence by 

a severe earthquaxe in 1902. 

Probab 1y nO part of California '":Ii~ experienced greater stru~gles for 

an adequate water su p~)ly than the city of Santa. Barbara and the surr ound­

ing valley. ';":orld fsmous beeo.use of the natural bea.uty of its settir..g 

betv/ean the mountains and the ocean; for its historical associations; its 

past and present cultural atmosphere; its divf!)rsified fe.una, and its 

equitable frost-free climate, Santa Earbara has heen vru-ious1y described 

by such e:<:a';ljerated terms as u(ln earthly pr.radise" e..nd 1Ia heewen on earth". 

The popula.tion of :3anta Ba.rbara inc re ased S a!:e sixteen times bet'Neen 

1890 and 1941 - the s~me apDroxir"a.te population increase, incidentally, 

as tha.t of the entire Los Padres area. The aver~ ... ge annual rainfFtl1 at 

this point over 9. period of 37 years up to 1904 Was 16.78 inc he s, and over 

9. period of 76 yeers up to 1943, an annual avera~e of 18.36 inches. In 

the S~te. Ynez i':olll1to.ins~ the slo!?es or ,.v:hich rise abruptly from the he':lrt 

of the city itself, the rai~fa11 increases arproximately .06 inches for 

each lOO-foot rise in elevation. There is an ample "tater supply, therefore , 

if the winter rainfall ean be properly conserved. 

For deca.des the 'Hater needs of S911.ta. Barbarll were served by wells 

am minor storn.,·;e reservoirs on t:he short craeks cxtendir..g rro~ mounte .. in 

to OC6B-11, but to.v:31~r~s t'-~o end of the last century it became app~rent 

that a greq ter source of supply :nus .~~ be found. Surve~rs carried on f'rm 

the latter oishties proved th~,t a sufficient supp~y for the crm-ring city 

could not be secured from the coast';'le.rd sir1~ of the Santa "fnez ~.anr:;e, so 

it Was quite losical thnt en.:;ineers should cast lonr:;irb eyes on the 

Sante. Ynez River, conveniently at hand. 
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r 
r The Santn Ynez Eiye:c, hO~'i~ver, lay entirely on the other sidf) of 

the mO'Jnt$.i~ rD.nr·~G and to tap its W8.ter3 a tunnel must he driven throuGh 

the mount~d.n i t3 n If • -::'y the turn of the century J 3 ~.~.t9. o.arhf:tr·~ had b~~-

oorne so:-,~ew~s:.t aC8UGtor.en to water tunnels~ s:i.noe city employees st9rtin~ 

r in Ja.nuary I 1896, drove one into the heart of the mO:.lntain, 1,400 feet 

r a.bove sea. level. Flews of underground w~ter were encountered alr"ost 

inunediately and these were. con"h,lct·~d by gravity to t.he city reservoirs 

0::-: e.. lO'\\"cr level, sup~lerr.en.tin;::, the Sl.lpr1:,:- s.lrc~.dy bein.~ secured from 

1 :issio::~ C:rec}~ and b orad w·ells. 

r R:l January I 1904, the oi ty tur..r:e 1 rad been d rive ~ 4: , 985 fee t into 

r the heart of the mounta~n and unc.ergrour.;.d wr::..ters. te..ppe(l were deli..,eri~g 

a minir;~ur.l of 300,000 gallc.n:l daily, gi v in;:; t':'e oi t.y and it~ environs a 

r tot~t.l supply of 700,0():) g;allons 9. a.ay, but still some 500,000 :D.llons 

short of the e3tir~1£'.ted dsi ly needs for a city of 8,000 p~0r.>le, plus a 

r certain a~ount of irricatio:.1 of: adj~.ce1")t Imc.~. Tl"le ir:tcrio:r end of 

r the tunnel 'lias yei~ S07B 15,000 feet rrOt~ the bed of the n:Jf,or 3!:'.n1n Ynez 

River. 

r !~e~n'N!lile, c:. D. Lippincott, 'l con'petent anci.near of the i~. s. 

Geo10;:;ic91 :'::urvcy, had lieen en::aed to i':1vosti~ate the potential 'water 

r su!'plie.s of bot!1 S!~r:tc.. ~D.r~::tra a:-.ci vic in5.ty, a.."rld the surroun1j.l" .. ; -!::er-

ritory southea~t into the cer.terof -ienti).r8. C':Unty. Lippincott beoarr:.e 

in a sellse the father of the S r.nta ~arbare pr ojc ct. Cnce in hi s ranbl:in £:s 

r alone the uI::-·er Sar:tp.. Ynez :qiver his mule strayed And in the cnsuin~ 

ser:trch for the lU1ir.-lal, he disco'rorl?d the !19.turu.l reservoir site on vihich 

~.vas l0.ter built the Gibralte.r Dam. His fir.a.l comprehensive report 

r reCOl~rn0nc1ed cor.:3tructicn of th:;.c dam to ir:po lnd the Snnt Ynez we.ter whi.ch 

r 
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would be conduoted throll I;h the then l1~.rt:i.o.lly OO{l ~truoted tunnel to the 

Santa Barbara pIal!".. All the factors v:ere ,·torl~ed out to the le.st 

engineeri!1.~ detail by the 7eder~1 invest.i~at or a.nd '~eor~e 1]:riF::ht, oi ty 

en~ineer • 

In ~)eCCrrlb9r" H103, Lip~)incott jubilantly announoed thai; ~)anta 

Barbara's water problem was so lved for the next 50 yenrs e.n.d that the 

plsnned we.ter system wonld tpke care of an urban popl~lH.tion of 45,000 

people. Lippinoott and his associ~tcs perh~ps l~d some pre~onition of 

vr!w.t !ju:~:ht hap .... en if ud0quai:e proteotion V{rJS not a.fi'orc.ed the V6 6etati-ve 

oover of the 200 square niles or adja.ceni: Y';e.tfJrshed, s:l.nce :i.:~ Lippincott's 

book or.. the subject, printe d in 1905, he stresses th is nep.d ('.5 one of 

vitr.l import9rLCe, recol!'~endins besides protectio'1. from fire -';he elimination 

of sheep ~'raz in~ entirely from the w€>.tershed. 

The Jibr~1tar Dom, started in 1920, vra:~ with its cOTrpani.-::n we.ter 

tunne I, cOn'pleted in 1921. The dam ·/;P.s 984 feet lonr.;, 157 feet h.iCh, 

75 feet t1l ic k at the bas e nnd 18 feet th iok on top. The res er"tJoi r 

oovere~. an e.re~. of' 325 a.cres at c rest stage, and boasted a stor~.f~e 

oapacity or 14,500 acre-feet of "'l!ater. :~'ost Santa 3arbs.rsns believed 

their vlater proble1~ solved ror all ti-:"le. 

Siltation be;!ru"l al;-:;ost immedia.tely, soil erosion being r.elped 

alon: by pericc.ic bn13h fires. ~~y 1931 the stor~.;;e c:?".I.paci ty of the 

reservoir h[.a.d sl1rUl1.Y. to 12,672 acre-reet; by 1938 to 9,170 !lore-feet, 

and by October 1" 194'1 to 7,773 acre-foet, sli€;htly JT10re tha.n half 

of its ori~inal storaGe capacity. 'llhe urben populp ... t"ion ha.d grovln from. 

20,000 :LY'J. 1920 to 40,000 i!l 1944, besides porsonnol of l':1ilite.ry and nayal 

establishments dependent upon the s[!~e waters. Santa. Barbars. w~s El.,,:ain 

faced with A. serious w'i."OOr problem. 
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Fires started by human asency in tho area of the wat(;rshed accoun'ced 

for a. lot of this silta.tion. Restrictions plUJed on its use to reduce 

or e liminn te this menace v-Till be la.ter Ie counted. !~eanv:hile, the ra.te 

of siltation of tr.e city's water supply reservoir was corsiderably 

checked with the con struction of the l::ono debris dam in. 1936 ani the 

Caliente darn the follo"lring year~ projects underta,l::en by the Forest 

Service, using CCG lcl:>or. Tho I~ono reservoir 'with a capacity of 800 

acre-feet VIa!) c O!!lpletely filled with silt to dam leve 1 from the wintsr 

rains of 1936-37 and tr.e great flood of 1,"arch 1938. The Cal iente is 

still catchins si It '\o;rlich vmuld othervrise go i:;to the Gibraltar reservoir 

and at present is a.lso filled with such silt almost to its full ca.!?acity. 

Siltin~ and flood da'1le.ge were not the only wRter problems of the 

SantA. 8arb~lra 9.re9.. Sorre yeers after the City of Santo. Barbara h~:~d 

constructed the (iibro.lt9.r reservoir on lends given to the munioipality 

by the li'edera.l }overn.ment, water users further down the streamwith 

riparian ri[:,hts under the English conm~on law brou0ht suit ~,r:ainst the 

oity. 'fhis precipitated the natior.ally-knovrn Gin S. C~lOW at 801 case 

which reverberated throUGh the California C01.1.rts for years. The final 

decision WetS th~.t rip~.rio.n owners were e!1titled to water represantir.; 

the norma.l flow of tr.e stream and th~\t thirsty Senta B e.rb are. was en­

titled to a.ny excess or flood \vaters. This decision, w'hich set a 

st ate-wide prcc,;edent ~ was uphe ld in 1933 by the hishe st court in 

the 10.00. Since in the avera~e year there were plenty of flood 'Haters 

in the Santa Ynez, there Wc.s nO scaroity of this vital natural resources 

for Santa ~~arbaro.ts USf'. 

The ~istory of Snnta. 3nrbq.re. vtater is some·.,.rhat of a parallel to 

the wat~r problems of Los P~dros are'l in General. The mountain rebior.. 
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if adequately protected~ will furnis h sufficient water to fill reservoirs 

for gravity irrif..:a'~ion and dOll~estic use and to maintain underground water 

levelG, even with increased land use and a heavier population. Annual 

pr~cipitation, a.vera.:~ed ove r a lon~ pori od of years, is 14 inches at 

Salinos j 15 incr..es at Fs.so Robles; 2G .33 inches at Sante. lEargarita; 21 

:inches at San Luis Obispo; 20 inches at Ventura. and Oje.i; and exactly 

12 :inches on t he e?'!.~ of the dry Ca.rrizo Plain. 

The fe.ct of increase in precipitation as elcv'ltion rises was most 

unusually il1u~trated by rainfall volume registered in recent years at 

Cold Sprin~;s in the J."onterey Division, approxima.te1y 200 feet be1cW' the 

actual sUmr'lit of the Coast TIurlP:;e. Here i:1. the e~rly 1930's a crude 

rain Gauge ..,.~s installed. It had a capa.city of 110 inches but Ta.n over 

the first wint~r it rip.S in use. Current checking Was ir.!possib1e during 

the winter season, so u. better instll.lla.tion w':s ma.de prov.idin:; for a 

curr;ula'tive capacity of 125 inches. Ttis a_lso overflo'l:ed. Still later J 

standard up--to-date equipnent vras put in place and tbis gauge, with a. 

d 
ca.pacity of 150 inch€ls, resulted in a tnt€' recor~ of 126 inches of rain-

fall durin~ the winter of 1939-4.0. Down at the ocean's edp;:e, some five 

miles distant-air lino J the average annual precipitation is around 

40 inches. 

}7ost of Los Padres strt:"-a.ms are typioe.lly Southern Californian, whero 

r.ivers durin~ flood periods, after issuing from the confining hills, 

usually leave their n9.turo.l beds o.nd i~O wandering over the lEUldscape, 

siltin~ orch.'lrds a.nd spreadin-s :)()1.l1ders over the farmlands. The Sespe, 

:tatilija, Sa.Tlta Cler::>.., Ventura, Sa.nta Ynez, 3isquoc~ Salil1as~ and les~er 

str!-1e.ms are often raging torrents durin~ f1000. stae;e, to shrink to mere 
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rivulets or go dry entirely during midswmner. 

Flood control has been. and always will be, a big part of' Los Padres 

water oonservation program. The water 8i tuation, partioularly in Santa 

Barbara County. demanded aotion and in spite of' impending war, the 

Forest Servioe at the re~e8t at the War Department and other interested 

agenoies undertook detailed flood oontro1 surveys in that section during 

the years 1939 to 1942 e 

The Santa Maria watershed was the subjeot ot one of these tact .. 

finding surveys 0 The watershed embraces 1,978,720 aores. roughly divided 

into 40 percent forest - mainly chaparral oover) 40 percent woodland, 

10 peroent sand dune wastes. and 10 percent intensively-oultiva:~ed 

lands. In the valley areas the Santa Maria river bed is silted to the 

bank level and costly annual patohwork flood control is neoessary. The 

survey disclosed that adetpate flood control aDd fire protection ot the 

watersred for 50 years woo ld cost a maximum of $4.723,200. Aga.inst this 

the m'n;mnm benefits to be derived from proper upstream :flood control 

amunted to $6,962,2000 

In the Santa Ynez watershed damaging floods occurred in 30 ot the 

~10 years between 1810 and 1940, 8 ome of them assuming disastrous pro­

portions. The 1941 and 1942 flood control surveys conduoted by the 

Forest Servioe s hawed the flood peak of the parent stream to be 

110.000 oubio feet per seoond and that upstream oontrol and adequate 

tire protection would reduoe this flood peak to 90,000 cubic feet per 

seoond. The oost ot oontrol and proteotion would amount to $199.900. 

Reduotion in flood dama~es figures out to $46,400 per year and other bene­

fits such as :inoreased farm. income and reduotion of silt in reservoirs 
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were valued at $372,800. or a total value of $419,200 annually - & ratio 

ot benefit to total cost ot 2.10 to 1.00. 

At the present time the U 0 So Reclamation Service is working with 

oount,y authorities on a county-wide water plan of whioh the city water 

supply is made a pa.rt. It will cost a lot or money. but not· at all out 

of proportion to the benefits to be derivedo This time long range 

planning tabs 8. leading place in the picture. With inevitable population 

inorease a major factor in the permanent wa;ter plan. 

Timber 

Although u,s Padres is properly termed a "non-timbered forest". oon­

siderable value was plaoed by the Forest Service on suoh timber as existed, 

before modern transportation taoilities made outside lumber and oil fuel 

more easily available. 

The first detailed examination made by lend Offioe specialists in 

1904 olassified lands within the forest reserve ot that time as follows, 

Timber (in }Itt. Pinos region &: soattered areas) 
Woodland (mainly oak. pinon and juniper) 
Chaparra.l (all brushfields) 
Grazing lands (open areas) 
Barren lends 
Cultivated lands (inside Reserve boundaries 

101,460 acres 
256,,264 " 

1,259,960 .. 
16211 683 .. 

52,947 .. 
21,645 .. 

1,854,959 acres 

Crude as their land olassifioa.tion might have been, these offioers 

aocounted for every aofe within the forest reserve boundaries It spending 

long ~ontbs of' hard field work to secure their data. They estimated the 

total sawtimber stend at 374,186,000 board teet. apprOXimately half' of 

whioh was Jeffrey pine, the two species showing the next highest volume 

being big cone spruoe and sugar pineo Their definition of sa.wtimber was 

rather broad since they listed 16,710,000 board teet of gr~ (digger) 
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pine. In addition to that olaased as commercial sawtimber, these early .. 

d~ land examiners oredited the reserve with a stand of 1,393,400 cords 

of single leaf' pinon. oak. sycamore., and other minor species ot cordwood. 

That same year these two land examiners, Fred G. Plummer and M. G. 

GowsellD investigated the lands to be inoluded within the San Luis Obispo 

Forest Reserve e Of this area of 3l6J)237 a.cres~ they classified only 

2.,120 acres as timberland8 72,290 acres as ~odland and most ot the balm 

mee as ohaparral forest e They estimated a sawtimber stand m the San 

!nis Obispo area of only 2.820,000 board teet, mostly Coulter pine lt aDd 

a volume of 295,960 cords of wood, mainly of the oak species. 

In 1905 all logging operations on the forest reserve were oonfined 

to the slopes of ut. Pinos where a sawmill had tor some time pre 'Vi ously 

out timber tor mining interests and local settlers. The entire cut or 

this mill between 1898 and 1904 was approximately 200.000 board teet. 

An older mill, located at the foot of Sawmill Mt., in the same general 

area. had confined its cutting tor years mainly to big cone apNce. the 

lumber or whioh even in a section where sawn boards were scarce proved 

unsatistactor,y to local settlers in Lockwood Valley and neighboring 

areas. Some of the trees of this speoies, thou&h, were 36 inohes in 

diameterp 125 teet tall" with a olear bole tor 125 feet. An old saw-

mill on Manzana. Creek mam:lfacturad boa.rds from digger pine tor the us e 

of nearby isolated settlers. Strangely enough. an old house m that 

vicinity built well over halt a century ago with lumber trom this species 

of tree. still stands in fair condition. 

The selfoeontained ranchers of the isolated Monterey ooast rived 

the straightmgrained redwood for various farm uses. and as a supplement 

c • to their fa.m income out a oonsiderable quantity ot tan bark which was 
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shipped by steamer to northern ports 0 The last material cutting of tan 

bark took place during 1919 to 1921 when 400 cords - 2,400 pounds to the 

cord - Was covered by a Forest Service sale made to D.O. Druff'e 1 in Anastasil 

Oanyon. The venture did not pay, and the operator quitG A small savani11 

was operated in the vioinity ot Big Sur in tne same section up into the 

second deoade of the 0 entury. 

The total timber of all speoies cut on Los Padres between 1911 and 

1916 ran~ from one-half' to one million board Iteet annually_ During the 

years since» the total annual cut of timber has amounted to only a tew 

thousand board teet annually. comprising JI18.hily tuel wood and fence posts 
I 

cut by looal settlerso 

To determine the volume of timber in. th~ Mt. Pinos seotion ot the 

national forest. a timber reoonnaissrunce party under the supervision 
I 

ot Wm. B. Greeley_ 9.tterwards Chief Forester ·ot the United states, 

oarried on operations during the winter ot l~05-o6. The tie Id party 

consisted ot the 1a.te Wm. G. Durbin, afterw~ds supervisor ot the Modoo 

and Lassen Forests; Phil T. Harris 1J an. old t~e forest offioer, Jaointo 
.£ 

D. Reyes. famous in California iorest ranger 'history. and part ot the 

time two young forest a.ssistants newly ass igl,led to duty in California 

national f'orests o 

Except for Reyes, the men of the party had come from cold. high. 

SierraD and enns ioning Southern Cal ifornia. as a land of sunshine and 

winter roses) arrived ill-equipped for battliJ;lg the snow and cold at 

4.500 to 8.000 teet elevation_ The party sutfered ccnsidera.bly until 
I 

outfitted by warmer olothing secured from stocks kept at the mines of' 
. I 

I 

the region. Sometimes the young foresters got lost and it was necessary 
I 
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tor Durbin or Reyes to guide them back to camp'by loud hallooing signals 

and on soma ocoasions to flag a line back to camp. 

It was hard going even for the older foresters, sinoe the party left 

their shack camp betore daylight and returned after nightfall, generally 

regardless or weatharo They laid oft work on Sundays to wash their 

clothes and cut firewood for the following we,ek. They also took Christmas 

Da.y ott and feasted on turkey. Once one or the young foresters aoo1-

dentally pushed Reyes t prize snOW' boots too close to a red hot stove 

with the result that the ranger sutfered rroz~n teet when the leather 

gave away_ Reyes did not lay oft work. however. but keenly remembers 

forty years later how he suffered until he was able to buy a. pair ot 

new boots from. a miner. The results of this vr.inter's timber oruise showed 

rh~kJil~oI 
a stand of sawtimber, mainly Jeffrey pine. of 12 mHl~:oa feet per acre on 

an area of' several thousand acres. 

With the more pressing need of timber cruising in the commercially-

timbered national forests further north, it Was not until 1926 that an 

overall extensive survey was made of' u>s Padres timber stand o That year 

O. M. Evens with a field party made a reconn9:iss~oe ot the tiJ!i>er re­

souroes ot the Monterey Division. Although some redWood trees were found 

up to 80 inches DBH. end oontaining eight 12-f'oot logs, the total stand 

ot redwood Was establisl:ed at 80 million board feet 0 This redWood timber 

grows in olumps on north slopes and in the canyon bottoms and has a 

oompanion st~d ot 20 million board feet of' ~onderosa pine. 8 million 

board feet of Coulter pine and 5 million feet or sugar pine. on a total 

timbered area. of only 2,4:30 aores 0 

Evans also oo~ple.tGd the results of looal tinibGr cruises through 

the years and gave the tota.l stand ot sawtimber speoies on the entire 
~: I 

I 
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present area of Los Padres Forest as follows I 

Ponder osn pine and Jeffrey pine 381,000 M ft •• B.l~. 
Sugar pine 23,,000 " " n n 

White fir 46.000 tt n 1t n 

Inconse oedar 7,,000 u " It n 
Coulter pine 15,500 1t n .t 11 

Big Cone spruoe 29.000 .. tt It n 
Redwood 80,000 n tt n " 
Gray Digger pine 2 000 " n .. tt . --=::.a.:_ 

Tota.l 683 ,500 ft·
o tt " " 

The survey also showed a total additional timber stand of' 1,455,000 

oords 01' non-sawtimber speoies. 

From a oommeroial standpoint. lumbe nn.en and foresters may well smile 

at the figures on Los Padres t coniferous tlmber stand. However. these 

trees have a high aesthetio as well as a watershed value. Groves ot 

trees are found fairly wall distributed here. and there over the Main 

Division and constitute attractive little pine forests in such areas as 

the slopes of Figueroa. Mto l tittle Pine Mt.6 : Mission Pine Ridge and Big 
I 

Pine Mt •• bes,ides the real rorested area. of soma 36,000 acres in the 

Mt. Pinos SeotionG 

Range 

One ot the main activities of the first rangers on Los Padres Forest 

was the settlement of gra.zing disputes e When the reserve was first es-

tablished, large bands or sheep were grazed. particularly in the Mt. 

Pinos am Cuyama seotions. Transient sbeepmen had a decidedly bad repu-

tation beoause of' their propensity to burn t~e range. The transient 

sheep were banished entire 11' from the range during the fir at ya er 8 or 

administration. leaving its use to the actual settlers end local land-

own.ers. Several large livestock ORners, by virtue of their long years 

ot use am extensive land holdings, continutild to use their particular 
• I 

• I 
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section ot the range with large numbers 01' stock. One such large outfit 

was the Kern County Land and Cattle Company whioh grazed thousands of 

head of oattle and sheep in the l~to Pinos District. 

On the whole. the big owners warmly weloomed forest reserve admini­

stration 'Whioh banished the nomad stoclanan with no vested interests from 

the range. Most 01' the early-day rangers t troubles were 'With the stock-

men of smaller oa.liber who often resented any interferenoe in the use of 

the publio range--somet:imea a landlooked canyon adjoining his own farm 

holdings. Some users or oommunity ranges ware constantly biokering. covet­

ing the forage oonsumed by their neighbors t oattle. 

One stockman boasted that 1'8 would do the looal ranger bodily harm 

or have him removed from his position if' he did not get what he asserted 

were his rights. The ranger called the oommunity range users together 

for a day& ride over the range and a conferenoe to settle the joint use 

of the area. The day's proceedings were 80IDawhat quarrelsome and noisy~ 

and the tensed penni ttees were at times close to reaohing for their 

shooting irons. The ohief offender who had boosted previously what he 

would do to the f'ol·est ranger became more a'bdsive as the day wore on. 

but the unarmed ranger goodanaturedly explained the Government regnlations 

and the basis ot joint range use. The forest officer actually lost face 

wi th the other stockmen as the belligerent one resorted at times to 

personal msult. 

As the party broke up to return to their respective homes, the 

ranger rode up in front of the otfending stookman. smilingly unpinned 

his badge and demanded an apology as the a.lternative ot the stookmen 

getting a sound. thrashing before his fellow perndttees. The big oomnan 

I 

looked over the still more powerful physique; 01' the ranger. hedged a 
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moment or two, expressed regrets tor his personal remarks, and agreed 

to abide by the range regulations. The forest ranger oonoerned stayed 

on that particula.r distriot for many years thereafter. 

In 1901 Supervisor Willis Slosaon recommended that a reasonable 

number of sheep belonging to local stoe1onen be allowed to gru8. even 

though the Land Orfioe regulations did not favor this olass of stock 

on the new reserves 0 At the same time he ga~ the carrying oapaoity 

of the Eastern Division of approxiwAtely one million aores as 15,000 

head of cattle 0 He revised these figures in 1902 with the statement 

that only 150,000 acres of that s8otionwere suitable tor livestook 

grazing, with a capacity of 6,000 head of oattle in dry years and 

12,000 cattle in years of good rainfall. 
I 

As late as 1906 Ranger John Riis guided ~O,OOO sheep through the 

east side of the Santa Ba.rbara Forest" and it i Was not until some years 

la.ter that trailing to markets with lambs and returning to the home 

ranges with grown sheep was entirely forb1ddeno In 1913, a. member of 

the Chief' Forester's sta1'!, on an inspeotion tour over the area, reported 

that "next to fire proteotion. grazing is the most important activity 

on the Santa Barbara. Forest". 

One of the sore spots in early grazing administration was the exis­

tenoe of Los Pristos Najalayegua Rancho. a tract of land. 2 to 6 miles 

wide extending up and dmrn the Santa Ynez River i'or 22 milas, which 

aotually split the i'orest reserve in two. This large Mexican land grant 

of 48,728 a.ores was oonfirmed by the United ~tates to Jose Domingues in 

1875, but through the years had passed into rhe hands or non-resident 
I 

! 

a.vners. These owne~s leased the land for all they oould get out of it 

and it wa.s being gra.zed in the late nineties and early 1900's by several 
,,).', , 

, : ~ 

I • 
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thousand sheep, goa.ts and oattle, mostly belonging to transient OW'l1ers. 

The overgrazing and the numerous tires which had marked the histor.y ot 

the area tor several deoades were deoidedly checked when on August 16. 

1904. Jed L. Washburn and wife quit-claimed the entire area to the 

United States or Amerioa under the {r ovis1ons of the Forest Lieu Selecticn 

Law or June 4, 1897. and the lands beoame part of the forest reserve. 

This tract or land bas since beoome the most intensively-used area within 

Los ~dres National Forest. 

Up in the Monterey section where small stockmen had tor years run 

their cattle, horses and hogs on thB range t~ suit themselves. forest 

otficers had oonsiderable trouble in trying to eduoate the settlers on 

oonservative range management and to oonvinoe them that formal grazing 

permits were neoessary on national forest land. Over on the ooast side 

or the dis trict. R, :M ~ Diggs in 1912 took the attitude that sinoe stock 

permitted to pasture on Govermnent land grazed over his OVID. unf'enced 

holdings. he had every right to run his oattle and hogs on publio la.nds 

without the formality ot seouring a. permit therefor 0 It took the 1000.1 

rangers some time to adjust range matters with this permittee. 

In the Janesville seotion ot the Monterey Division, lived several 

small law-abiding stookmen who were unanlmoua in tbir oomplaints against 

Frank Bruoe who had aoquired a hill ranoh end several hundred aore S ot 

unfenced wild land. They were quite justified in their conpla.ints, since 
lip 

it seems that Bruoe's halt wild hogs rooted &a their gardens and orchards. 

and even broke into tJ:s ir cellars and outhouses. 

Frank Bruce was a persistent trespasser on Government lands with his 

cattle, horses and hogs. His depredations continued through the years 
I ! 

from 1912 to 1934 even though a restraining bourt order was issued in 
I 

'. I 



r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
Q 

r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
r 

· 60. 

1923. District Ranger Harry M. Hunt. in a trespass report in 1919 de­

scribed this middlamaged tarmer as "an uneduoated_ ignorant though 

shrewd chap, williJLg to make anY' kind of an agreement to get out ot a 

tight plaoe and as soon as he thinks he has 0 leared himself' tails to 

keep his agreement"o 

Regional offioers, the forest supervisors, distriot rangers, and 

gua.rds 'Ware all mixed up in Bruoe fa quarter-oentury trespassing reoord. 

For years he took the attitude that he was a muoh persecuted man who had 

inourred the unjust enmity of the Government offioers and his neighborso 

Patiently the local rangers showed him his unfenced land lines and 

finally had them attic ially surveyed and staked out. Bruce claimed that 

the surveyed lines were looa.ted a mile from tbs lands which he actually 

OW'ned and on one oocas ion in 1923, Distriot Ranger A. C. Chamberlain 

wrote him. "It does not matter to me where 10U olaim your land. It 

belongs on tho hill in Seotion 36 and so far as the Government is con­

cerned, it will remain there e" 

Bruce's trespassing continued and Ranger Chamberlain, evidently 

somewhat hot under the collar again, wrote him in 1926. "Even it you 

were told that Section Thirt,y-Six should be some place else •• ott is 

where Deputy United states Surveyor Hall made it, right or wrong.~ 

Bruce's trespassing oeased When forest offioers, despairing of any 

good etfect trom persuasive action, got out an injunction against him~ 

Large land holdings have been a oornmon feature of the territory 

adjoining the southern portion of the Monterey Distriot. In 1927, the 

Milpitas Ranoh. owned by J. Yo BroYin and E. L. Ayre, oovered 40 .. 000 

acres and was va.lued at $400,000. Further south the Newhall lend and 

Cattle Company owned 52,000 acres, worth $300,000. The millionaire 
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newspaper publisher, William Rnndolph Hearst awned an empire ot land ex-

tending trom his oastle on the hills above San Simeon to the sea coast 

and running for miles in other directions 0 This was one of the largest 

livestock ventures ot the state, the immense land holdings representing 

a consolidation of several old ranchos of the l~exican regime as well as 

soores ot patented homesteads or the later .American pioneer era. When 

in 1931 the Forest Service was negotiating a. large scale land exchange 

with Hearst involving small isolated tracts of Government land in 

Monterey County, 8. storm of public protest arose. although from the 

standpoint of public values the Government was getting very muoh the 

best or the dealo The 1e. tar land exchange transactions oovered a large 

area in seven na.tional foresto of Calitornia. 

By 1910 Los Padres range use had satt led down to a tairly well es­

tablished routine. That year there were 318 permittees grazing 12,294 

head ot cattle and horses, 7,500 head or sheep and 60 hogs under formal 

grazing permito Sheep were no longer allowed on the steep, erosive 

chaparral s lopes end exoept tor 8 ome minor backyard grazing, sheep 

husbandry was confined to the timbered and woodland a.rea ot the extreme 

eastern portion. The Kem County Land and Cattle Company. in addition 

to t hair la.rge cattle interests. grazed approximate ly 3,500 head ot 

sheep in that portion ot the torest till 1935. when they changed to 

exolusive cattle produotiono 

In 1911. out of' a total ot 290 permittees. 231 grazed only one to 

forty head of cattle and horses eaoho With the abandonment of much 

submarginal tar.m land homesteaded in adjacent areas during the 1890's 

and the first deo~de or the twentieth oentury. both the number ot permittees 

and number of .. st~~k deolined in number, there being 160 permittees pastur-
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ing 8,500 ca.ttle and horses on national forest land in 1931. Many 

tarmers formerly engaged in range livestook produotion. hed also turned 

to farm da.irying, froi t f'arming~ or to other lines of agrioulture. (See 

Appendix D). 

There have been comparatively few wild horses on the range in recent 

yearso Wild oattle continued to be a menaoe in some seotions, and 

special permitll to hunt them down were issued by the Forest Servioe. 

These animals were fierce oreatures and when cornered would fight with 

the ferooity or a grizzly bear. Even when captured quite young they 

could not be domesticatedo Not over fifty head remained in the remote 

HUrrioane Deok section in 1940. several befog killed by local forest 

officers that year. That same year a trio of hardQariding Texas oow­

punohers undertook to bring to market the small number yet ranging in 

that region, but finally gave up the job as a finanoial failure. 

Recreation 

It would be quite na -rural in a mountain region of two million aores 

to find many areas lending themselves to outdoor recreation. end suoh 

use ot Los Padres Na.tional Forest is enjoyed by a large urban population 

extending as far south as Los Angeleso 

To the angler~ Los Padres has not the attraotian possessed by better 

watered mountain seotions. While there is trout fishing season-long on 

soma rew creeks of the Ma.in and Monterey DivisionBo generally the best 

fishing is over by the end of June. Salmon run up some ot the 8 hort 

streams of the Monterey and large steelJlead by the thousands push their 

way up the Santa Ynez River in Maroh and April to reach their spawning 

grounds. Restooking streams is a current neoessity and in the dry 
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summer months the State Division of Fish and Game must often carry on 

rescue operations, to remove to the more permanent streams sizeable 

trout marooned by receding waters. 

The newspa.pers ot the 1890's make froquent mention. ot oamping, 

hunting and fishing in the more aooessible spots in the mountains. The 

diaries ot the rangers of 1898 and 1899 :lndioa.te that one of their 

activities was following up campers end putting out the camp fires that 

they had left burning. In a formal report in 1901, Forest Supervisor 

Sloason mentions tha.t ttcampers are now sprinkling water on their camp 

fires" 0 Tha.t same year a Sunday supplement or a Los Angeles nevtpaper 

extols the east side of the Zaoa Lake and Pine Mountain Reserve as a 

"paradise for the hunter and fisherman". 

In the ~terey Division the land on whioh Tassajara Hot Springs is 

100 ate d was patented under the Homestead Law to Wm. Hart on January 7, 

1885, and early beoame a favorite resort. Private resorts at Big Sur 

and in other aooessible places catered to outdoor reoreationists during 

the first years of the century. 

An order ot the Secretary of the Interiorg dated May 22, 1902, pro­

hibited oarrying firearms in forest reserves exoept under permit issued 

by forest officers and tor the next two years the issuance of such per­

mits bulked as a. large item m the paper work of field officers during 

the open deer season. In the light of hordes of recreationists visiting 

the national torest when later gas-propelled vehioles beoame the ohief 

mode of travel, the "orowds" of mnters mentioned by the rangers ot 

1903 seems a decidedly misplaoed term. 

In his monthly report tor Julys 1902~ Supervisor SlOSSOD mentions 

303 firearm permits issued that month for the east side ot the reserve 0 
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Ranger H. H. Douglas issued 11 gun permits in August, 1903, another ranger· 

mnde out 55 0 As he listed the D8l1l8S of permittees in his reports to his 

superior, he added, "and still they oome". Ranger G. V. Reyes the 88lD.e 

year reported the issuance or hmdreds or firearms permits and in oom­

menting on a doe-killing case stated. "That is the way most town sports 

do--ahoot everything they see." 

It is perhaps not surprising that oampers and reoreationists. few 

ot whom ha.d been eduoated to proper oonduct in the great outdoor, were 

none too popular with the forest rangers of early days. In 1901, a oity 

writer who had enjoyed an outdoor vaoation in the national forest, lauded 

the work of the rangers in haDdling the cempmg public. He cited an in­

stance 01' one of them \vho rode all night from his cabin on Pine :tJt. to 

put out a camp fire left by a. careless hunter, asserting that the ride 

"was over trails so precipitous that the average experienoed mountaineer 

llould tackle them only in broad daylight". 

As tl1rough highways were built and trails opened up into the baok 

oountry. the ever-increasing use or the automobile brought more and more 

reoreationists to the local national forest area. The few hundred oampers, 

picniokers and sportsmen of 1905 had grown to an estimated 66.000 in 

1925; 82~700 in 1930; 109,400 in 1935; ~d 308D300 in 1941. In the lest 

named year_ in addition to campers, picniokers and spartsmen~ over fiv&p 

million transient motorists passed through Los Padres National Forest 

over ma.in highways 0 In the years 01' 1939 am 1940& the ne\'lly-noIq> leted 

U. S. Higbway No 0 1, traversing the scenic Monterey coast. was crowded 

with out-of-state oarso 

In 1939-40, Kern County did considerable development for winter 

sports on their own lands at Mt. Noroeste, in the high oountry on the 
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eastern side ot the forest, ~.nd like improvements were made in other 

seotions of deep snows by the Forest Service, but over five thousand 

people from the wa. .. -mer seotions satisfied their "snow-hunger" there. Most 

of suoh recreationists preferred the better developed ski runs and resorts 

or the San Bemardmo Mts 0 and the Sierra Nevada. 

The Forest Servioe met the ever-inoreasing publio demand for outdoor 

reoreation facilities by building improved publio oamps. At first these 

were merely favored oamping spots whioh were fire-proofed and equipped 

with 8. tew rough tables and fireplaoes. As the demand inoreased, larger 

camp and picnic grounds were constructed. At the start, these we re 

equipped with the famous sheet iron stove febricated by the Forest Servioe 

from discarded ice oans, but later with. a standard iron stove set in rock-

work or cement, and with heavy~ durable wooden camp ta.bles. 

By 1940~ Los Pa.dres Nati m.al Forest had a tota.l of 354 improved cmnp 

end pionic grounds G Some 290 of these, however. looated in the back 

oountry, were merely trail campa at which a spring had been developed to 

insure pure drinking water, end safe fireplaoes and a table or two in-

sta.lled. 

Camp ground development olose to highways and along main roads Was 

muoh more elaborateo The 64 call1ps or this latter olass Vlere equipped 

with sanitation faoilities, piped wa.ter systems p up-to-date barbeoue pits 

end oampstoves~ ~.nd similar convenienoes. As evidence of the public 

demand and use, the number ot this type of oamp ground ha.d grown from 18 

in 1921~ and 21 in 1932 0 

Wheeler Gorge Camp on the Ventura.-+tarioopa highway; the series of 

oamps along the Santa Ynez River just over the mounta.in range trom. 

Santa Ba.rbara; the extensive oamping units on the pine-clad slopes of 
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Figueroa Mt. J the Abbot Lakes development in the Monterey- Division, end 

the various oamps in the Mt. Pinos recreational area are illustrative 

ot the more highly developed public canps 0 In pre-war years these areas 

were crowded by campers and . picnickers during the summer months. particu-

larl,. on weekends. While recreation travel r.as been materially reduoed 

during World Vlar II, Dlilita1j" units frequently substituted tor the former 

public users, as they moved :in for a few days' training and relaxation, 

away from the hot valley military cantonments 0 

In the early thirties, with the improvement of Highwa.y 99 over the 

Tehachapi, thousands ot Los Angeles motorists disoovered the Mt. Pinos 

area, lying approximately 75 miles from the heart ot the Southern 

California metropolis. as did also the residents or the nearby, hot 

southern San Joaquin Valley. Kern County itself owned oonsiderable land 

within the area and undertOok a rather extensive recrea.tional development 

program, supplementing that of the Feder al Government. 

In January, 1933, e.n area ot 36,625 acres was set aside by the 

Regional Forester in the !lito Pmos region, oalled the Sanotuaxy ot the 

Pines, and dedioated mainly to recreational use. The ~aing or the 

order ooveriDg this action inoluded s "Proper and orderly use ot tinber. 

forage, and other economic resouroes 8Mll be allowed within tho area, 

but suoh utilization shall not be permitted to impair tho value ot the 

area tor reoreational purposeso" 

Two primitive areBB in Whioh lands are to be left as nearly as 

possible in their natural state without enoroaching man-made improve-

menta, exist on Los Padres Forest. The San Rafael Wild Area, the 

creation or whioh was strong ly endorsed by looal 0 ivic bodies, was set 

aside in the Main Division by Chief' Forester" R. Y. stuart, January 19, 1932, 

r 
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approval of a revised area being made itl 1936. This territory inoludes 

14,990 acres looated in the drainage or the Sgnta Ynez and Sisquoc Rivers, 

820 aores ot whioh is alienated land. Eighty-six per cent of the area 

1s ohaparral. the balanoe grasslendD woodland and coniferous timber. 

The Ventsna Wild Area, located in the northwest seotion of the 

Monterey Division, Was first set as ide by the Regional Forester January 7, 

1929, but did not receive final Washington approval till July, 1937. This 

section of rugged wild land embraoes 56.884 aores. ot whioh 44,184 are 

also chaparralo The balanoe is redwood and ooniferou8 forest and the 

more open woodland type with elevations ranging from 1,200 to 4.833 feet. 

Alienated land within this area tots. Is 2,990 acres 0 

Trail trips into the baok country are a popular diversion on Los 

Padres Forest in peaoetiJr.e years. The Coast Ridge Trail, whioh extends 

along the BUmndt ot the Coast Rnnge in Monterey County tor 65 m21es, is 

one or the most popular trail travel routes. The rugged mountain scenery 

blends with rElmarkable vistas ot the Paoifio Ooean thousands of teet 

almont directly below. Recent fire proteotion developmerrlis in. the region 

have substituted e. motorYIay along the route ot this trail for approxu!.(ltely 

half' the distanoe. 

In peaoetime years also, in the oentral part of the :Vain Division 

or the forest, the enmal ride ot the Ranoho ·Visitadores takes pla.oe, 

oommemorating the hospitality ot the old time Calitornio8. The organ­

ization whioh carries on this annual horsebaok pilgrimage through the 

Santa Ynez and San Rafael Mts. is oomposed ot wea.lthy men end oelebrities 

trom a.ll over the nation-pmillionaire manufaoturers, movie stars, writers 

and artists. At this gala outing, probably more fancy saddle stock and 

expensive r~ding equipment is represented by this oavaloade of' b1lndreds 
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ot horsemen than oan be seen anywhere in the United States in one plaoe 

a.t 8. time. 

Wild Life 

Los Padres Forest has a large and varied wild life population. The 

prong-horned antelope and valley elk, tor.merly a feature of that region, 

had all disappeared from the Cuyama area by the early eighties. Most ot 

the Forest area was at one time noted for its huge grizzly bears which 

until the mid-seventies took a heavy toll of domestic stock. George 

Nidever, a Tennessee hunter who came to California. in 1833, was reputed 

to have killed hundreds of these animals between Monterey and Ventura 

in his capacity of professional hunter tor the stocknen of the region. 

Just before his death in Santa Barbara at the age ot 83. Nidever gave an 

exhibition ot craok mar~~manship which Rmazed even expert rifle shots. 

Practically the last metrber of the grizzly bear tribe to roam the 

local hills was known as "Clubfoot" beoause in his younger da.ys he l"J8.d 

lost several toes in a trap. Clubfoot was a bad cattle killer and had 

been known to kill a rear ling steer and drag the caroass a full half 

mile. Stockmen ot the Ojai Valley who had hunted him for yea.rs were 

elated when he was finally killed in 1900 by a torest ranger named Herbert. 

The animal measured eight feet, nine inohes from tiP~O tip, and his weight 

was estimated at 1,500 pounds. 

The small black end brown bears were cpite plentiful m early da.ys 

and a tew or them are still found within the forest area. The estimated 

number in 1930 was fiftyJ in 1943. rangers estimated a total of 75, but 

meanwhile some semi-tame bears had been imported trom the Yosemite 

region. These imported bears~. having sonew~t lost their tear of humans 
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in 0. national p~r1c Qnvirornnent, wore prize pests, breakin~ into camps 

and sumraer homes. On a ni~ht in 1940 the lookout man O~ Big Pine ?ft. 

,·ras some¥rh.a.t startled to see a. big black bear on the ca:oval!: peering 

into the lookout houso and evidently inwstigating the possibility of 

getting through the Gl~ss 'windovTs 0 Bruin beat a. leisurely retreat when 

the lookout man ha:m..'11ered loudlr on a tin d.ishpan. A forest officer Was 

la.ter obliged to l~ill this sane a.nirr.al when he ter~orized oa."1pS in tho 

vicinity, shooting the bear ~ri th a pi.stol from t'. distance of (t fe .... ! feet 

a.s it VIas tryin~ to c limb through the windovl of e. oabin. All of' these 

irr.ported bears 'iTere finn.lly killed. 

A good "bear storylt of one of these anil!l9.ls went the rounds of the 

10c3.1 press in en.r ly 1938 when Bill Post, n l{;onteroy county ra."'1cher, shot 

the 200-pound camp pest knorrn as the ";Jig Sur Bear". The anir.:al ha.d 

broken into a. cotta.ge a..'Yl.d wantonly wrecked everything in sight. Post 

happened along while the befl.r was still enjoying his furniture-T:reck'ing 

spree and shot him while inside the house. Ylhan the rancher betook 

himself to local Justice of the Peace Ray Baugh and plonded guilty to a 

violation of the Game l~v.-s, tho oourt dismissed the case with the re!r'..9.rk: 

1t(ta.'IlO laws don't apply to beE'.rs in hot,ses." 

Wild ho~s are hunted for sport in both divisions of the Forest, since 

the millions or aCorn bearing oaks provide an ideal home for the aninal. 

The species is quite distinct from the domestic stock and marked by the 

Ion::; snout ru1d tusks of the real wild boar of other lands, although they 

origin~ted both from ta.'116 hogs gone wild and from wild boor introduced 

from foreibn sonrces years ago. 

The usual California fur-hearers and animal predators are quite 

plentiful in Los Padres urea.. ·\wny back i~ the 'Vission dnys, 10c!'.1 
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priests trequently made reference to the toll ot livestook taken by the 

wild ~lrals 01' the mountam area.. One priest in making suoh a reoord 

referred to the native oougar as a "leopard". While mountain lion hunt-

ing tor sport bas taken place wi thin the past three or four deoades, usually 

the hunting ot this animal is a serious business because of the menace 

he represents to domestio stook and deer. The Supervisor's annual report 

tor 1930 credits the Forest as harboring 260 ot these animals, blt the 

1943 report olaims only 70 mountain lions on the entiro Forest. 

In 1909, mountain lions took such a hea-vy toll of livestock On the 

Monterey Forest that Supervisor Raymond Tyler wrote his superiors asking 

tor authority to employ a speoial lion hunter. The tollowi~ year. end 

only a8 incidental to their other duties, forest ofiicers on the Monterey 

end Santa Barbara soot seven mountain lions and. also killed 66 coyotes 

and 100 wild oats and lynxe 

Mountain lions ha:v'e on ocoasion been killed in the 'Valley seotions 

and at least one in the heart ot the oity at Santa Barbara itself 0 One 

day in May. 1928, while performing his early morning duties, the building 

oU8todian left the main doors of the oounty oourt house ajar. One of 

the oounty offioers. later ooming on duty, was somewhat taken aback when 

he met a full grown mountain lion in one ot the oorridor s. In the hue 

and ory whioh ensued the anima.l e soaped from the building, but was 

killed on the oourthouse grounds nea.rby. 

Predatory animal oontrol by State and Federal agenoies was carried 

on extensively in pro-war years end the Forest has been made a speoial 

oenter for wild life studies. Private and Government trappers bagged 

985 ooyotes in 1928 alone. Forest officers". in.:their estinate ot wild 

life population.ot the local unit aocounted tor ~.OOO coyotes am 5,400 
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bobcats in 1943. Gray fox are plent1tul, as are skunks and racooons. 

The opposum, an introduced speoies, has inoreased in the oanyon bottoms, 

to become a regula:" pest in some looalities. Local rangers reported 
~-;{~/.'1 , ;"C 

only l2~wild hogs as denizens of the Forest in 1943. There are, however, 

a considerable number of bands of wild hogs in various Pftrta of the Forest, 

the domes~ic anoestry ot whioh goes baok only a decade or two. 

As in all national forests of California~ deer is the commonest and 

largest geme animal and the harvesting of the annual seasonal orop-by" 

ourrent practice undertaken during the extrenely high tire hazard summer 

monthsoo-has beoome 8. leading looal problemo In an average year, 20,000 

hunters tare forth in an endeavor to bag a buok, some ten times the 

number of' deer hunters using the Forest.twenty-five years agoG 

The deer population of all speoies was listed in 1923 as 9,000; in 

1930 as 9,000 ooast mule deer_ and 6,500 of the smaller blaoktail speoies. 

In 1937. their numbers are given as 9,000 blaoktail and 20~OOO mule deer; 

in 1943, 8S 22,000 of the mule deer speoies and 9,700 b1a.oktail. In 

some seotions deer are so plentiful as to be en actual menace to the 

orohards and gardens of local tarmers. In 1928, the total deer lmnters 

bag on Los Padres Forest was 1,096) in 1937, the hunters bagged 1.667 

buoks, and in 1940 the kill was listed at lit880~ On acoount ot extreme 

tire hazard during the regulation hunting season, speoial closure reatric-

tiona have been imposed in recent years~ and the 8llm1al deer bag oonsider­

ably reduced. 

Upland game birds. still fairly plentiful, existed in large numbers 

hal' a century agoo In 1906, a local ranger reported that the flats am 

potreroa between Little and Big Sespe, north of Fil~ore, were literally 

"overrun with. quail" and another forest officer said that they were to 
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be found in ooveys ot hundreds in that seotion. This oommon game bird 

is yet quite numerous allover the national forest and extending down 

into the farm lands. Wild doves are quite oommon in the region. Wild 

pigeons are still quite plentiful but exist in the greatest numbers in the 

large pinon a.rea close to Mt. Pinos. These birds were once so plentiful 

that literally tons of' them used to be shipped to oity markets annually 

by oormnercial hunters 0 .As late as 1927. at least 500 birds could be 

seen daily right around LOs Prietos Ranger Station. 

In the varied area of ws Padres National Forest, many ra.re speoies 

of birds are £ounde among them being the Calliope humming-bird, the small .. 

est or our national speoies. At the other extreme" Los Padres is the ex­

clusive home of the California condor, the largest native bird on the 

North American Continento These giant vultures, close relatives of the 

giant condor s of the South American Andes, otten haw a wing spre ad of 

more then eight teet. The female bird la.ys but a single egg during the 

mating season, and thisp it is believed, takes place only every two years. 

Oocasionally the oondors are seen soaring far from their usua 1 IDs Padres 

haunts, to which they always return. or suoh grea.t interest is the exis­

tence of this species from a national standpoint that lookouts allover 

Southern Cali£~rnia and the southern Sierra Nevada are required officially 

to report their infrequent occurrence. Every possible legal restriotion 

has been thrown about this intere sting bird or which it is estimated that 

between fifty and sixty yet exist. 

In 1937, an area of 4.200 aores on the north slopes of Mission 

Ridge ani Big Pine Mt •• was set aside as a condor sanotuary. Here the 

giant vultures ;nest on inaooessible ledges or just inside small caves 

in the rocky cliffs. In an endeavor to save this bird from utter 
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extinotion, this area was olosed to all to~ ot public use. Hardly had 

this sanotuary been estab lis had, howover, unti 1 mos t ot the birds decided 

to move their habitat some sixty miles further east, establishing them-

selves in the vioinity or Hopper Mt. and Whitea,ore Peak:. 

The Na.tional Audobon Sooiety, the American MuseUm of Natural History 

and similar organizations maintain a deep interest in this rare species. 

Carl Morford, leading California ornithologist, interrupted his detailed 

study or the life and habits ot the oondors to enter the armed foroes 0 

J 0 R. Pemberton, leading naturalist or Los Angeles, working with 100al 

forest officers. seoured several reels of tilm soma years back. closeup 

views ot the birds, their nests and young, taken at s:>me risk to lite and 

limbo Further study is projeoted when peaoe comes again. 

Baok in 1931, a 50,000 acre bird sanctuary wa.s formally dedioated 

on Mto Frazier by the Amerionn Audubon Sooiety as a harbor for all speoies 

or bird life. This included an area of 32,296 acres set aside in 1929. 

known as the Frazier Mtio state Game Refuge, 4-F. 

The Seape Game RefUge~ 3-D. ot 111,000 acres, north or the Ojai and 

Santa Clara Valleys, was oreated by the state Legislature in 1917. as 

well as the Manzana Game Refuge~ 3-C~ embracing 4OD 600 aores on. the Bouth 

slopes of the San Rafael Mts. The State ~gislature created the Santa 

Ynez Game Refuge. 3e H, which was set aside in 1929 e This la.st-named 
,: .--:i /1/a~·r.-./'-:?""..7,' 

refuge includes approximately 15.000 aorea,., Qeris shooting/1witlrln a . 
/1 

seotion in whioh there was a heavy oonoentration of publio camps and 

sumner homes. 

The Gibraltar Closed Area, ot 273 DOOO aores forming the watershed 

tor the city of Santa Barbara's water supply has been olosed to summer 

reoreational use. or subjeot to a restricted permit system since 1934. 
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in effect oreating an additional deer refuge. 

Public pressure on the part of dependent water users brought about 

this aotion. Rather disgusted over reourring fires in the watershed 

vital to so muoh of the surrounding area" the Santa Barbara Morning Press 

on September 17. 1932, deolareds "It looks as if we must forbid hunters 

or others entering the forests until the rains have made it sate for even 

fools to be free in a region of suoh importance to the publio." 

Oil and Other Minerals 

A large section of California's oil produoing region, extending from 

the Santa Maria River to the Santa Clara. Valley, is looa.ted within and 

adjaoent to Los Padres National Forest. In 1900, Willard M. Slossong the 

first forest supervisor, wrotea ~early the whole reserve is located in 

oil mining olaims", referring speoifically to northern Ventura County. 

One ot the strangest sights in the southern Los Padres today is probab ly 

the tall oil derricks stretohing from well out into the ocean to the sum­

mits of the lower-lying mountains. 

Whilo small quantitios of oil had been colleoted sinoe the earliest 

days of white settlement, the first actual wells in tho region were 

drilled by Lyman stewart (often called the G:rand Old JJian of Western Oil) 

and Wallaoe Hardison between 1884 and 1887 0 These men later founded 

the Union Oil Company and incidentally the present 01 ty of Santa Paula. 

Some ot these pioneer wells are still produoing. 

The Ojai Ranger Distriot of the Forest is plastered with mining 

ola~s and there are 108 Interior Department oil land ~ases in etfect 

on IDs Padres Forest at present, mainly in that seotion. As indioative 

ot the value" ot the oil resourc)8S and or the wartins demand, it 'mB3" 

\ 
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be mentioned that 53 of these oil land leases were executed in 1944. 

Speoial use permits for oil pipe lines are a fea.ture of' the na.tional 

forest land use, and abandoned oil \vorkings in isolated areas are quite 

oommon. Any detailed history of the immense oil industry of' ws Padres 

territory would in itself f'ill a large volume. 

Los Burros Mining District in the 1!ontorey Division oame into being 

in 1876. At that time, besides white miners, there were about 100 Chinese 

engaged in plaoer mining. All supplies had to be paoked in on bur rOB 0 

Reoords show only $2,500.00 in gold dust taken in by Dutton and T~ball, 

1000.1 storekeepers at Jolon, in the years 1877-78, indioative perhaps 

of the low grade ore~ whioh ran about ,~12 000 to the tono A fe.v olaims 

,vere patented in the region, but active mining died out many years ago. 

Tha Spaniards were said to ho.ve taken a fling at gold mining in 

Los Burros seotion in the last year s of the a ighteenth oentury and some 

very old worldngs were found during the boom period of the 1870's. Some­

what better authentioated is the story of' the old silver minas on San 

Carpa.jo Creek, in the sane general area. Indions are known to have 

brought out silver from this region and the San Antonio 1Eission friars 

to have conduoted mining opera.tions with Indian laboro One place in the 

area is still known by the naIl);) of Priest Mine. Prospeotors of more 

recent years, although finding the old excavations, we:=-e never able to 

find silver ore in paying quantities. 

Soroowha.tof a similar mystery are the reputed rioh silver deposits 

near Loc~vood Valley, a.bout 150 miles further south on the Main Division 

or the Forest 0 Some of' the early-day Mexioan-Ca1if'ornians vouohed for 

their aotua.l existenoe. among them Ra.£e.el Reyes, who located his ca.ttle 

ranch not far distant in 1851. The indian tradition of this rioh silver 
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ore was firmly believed in by the early pioneers and Reyes gavo as his 

opinion that the deposits had sunk into the ground during one of the 

currant earthquakes oacuring in that seotion. 

There was suffioient silver disoovered there in the seventies to 

warra.nt sornevrha.t of a. rnsh and the filing of many claims. An enterpris:in g 

English adventurer actually established a mining town in l~ch~ood Valley, 

staking out lots and sellL'lg them to innooent purchasers. His methods 

Vlere very questionable a!ld when his finanoial deals come to light he was 

barely able to esoape from frontier officers of the law, ready to take 

him dead or alive. 

The gold mining seotions of the Frazier Mt. and Upper Piru Creek have 

a somewhat similar history to tha. t of ws Burros area.. The ore was low 

grade and there was a scarcity of water for plaoer mining. In the early 

eighties there was considerable gold workings on Ii'razier jI!:t. The Castaio 

Mine kept gomg for several deoades for about three monire in the year 

during whioh there was sufficient water to operate a. strump mill handling 

free mining gold quartzo 

Even in the 1930' s there were many squatter-m:iners in the Upper Piru 

section. While they were technically in. trespass, Supervisor S. } ... 

trash-BoH,lden dodged eviction action against them as muoh as poss ible, 

arguing that he bad a oonsiderable rospect for men who would toil long 

hours to pan out gold sufficient to keep them in bea.m, flour and ooffee, 

ra.ther than join the hordes crowding the 'Na.tion's relief rolls. labor 

shortage and high wages later brought tlWGe men out o£ their mountain 

retreats. 

Several small quioksilver mdnes have been operating spasmodioally 

since long before the oreation of the forest reserves. ~IO of the 

largest of these opera.tions ore locatod near the Gibraltar Reservoir 
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and Caohuma Mto, respeotively, end have oocasionally paid large dividends. 

Several quioksilver mining olaims are located along the north sida of 

the Santa Ynez and in the San Raf'aels, e. few of them with some promise 

of successful production. 

Borax mining hEts consistently shown mora profitable results in the 

looal Forest than that of the production of ferrous mineralso The Frazier 

Borate Mining Company, although not mining at present, operated near the 

i'oot of' Mt. Pinos for half a century on a fa.irly large soale. Mining 

patents for 2,960 aores of land were issued to tlus firm on November 12, 

1900. Before the coming of automobile transporta.tion the output from 

these m.ines wa.s hauled over fif'ty miles by team and wagon to Bs.lrersfield. 

A promising mining venture of early' days in that srune general seotion 

was the Alamo Mountain Mioa. and Milling Company whi,ch mined mica., and 

rofinod the ore for market at their plant on Alamo Creek. A mining 

development of corr.paratively reoent years on the Mt. Pinos and Cuyrona. 

Ranger Distriots of Los Padres is the produotion of rotary nlud, used in 

oil drilling oper~tions. 

Optilnistio companies still hold mirling olaims and are still selling 

stook in gold min:in. g venflilres on Los Pa.dres Forest. There is perhaps 

some possibility that mining of preoious matnls from low grade ores may 

yet be made profitable by new methods of mining and ndllingo The future 
, 

of the oil industry is anybody's guess. Produotion of oil from shale 

loo~ as a ooming probability, and the greatest deposits of oil shale 

in the State are in Kern, Santa. Barbera, Ventura. and San Luis Obispo 
I 

Counties, whole mo'lnttins of it ins ide the looal I'rationa.l Forest. 

Los Padres.Forest has had its fair sharo ·or tll.:ining trespass cases. 
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On M~ 8, 1905, Supervisor Slosson wrote the Chief Forester relative to 

mining interests, 

"I think mining oompania s get mnre consideration than they are entitled 
to, vThen a. few men can e;et the use of names and locate every quarter­
section in sight as Pl~oor fuining olai~~ and olaim exolusive possession 
to the detriment of other settlers vrho live on an adjoining cla.im vrith 
a few head of stook." 

That same year W. W 0 Jenkins, vice-pres ident and manager of one of 

the mining companies, caused local forest officers plenty of trouble. 

He adopted a decidedly beDigeront attitude towards Ranger Stephen H. 

Douglas when the ra.nger began building a r~ger station on lands legally 

reconveyed to the United States in the eastern part of the reserve, threaten-

ing the forest officer with bodily harm. He told the Supervisor that if 

he did not make a favorable report on a claim }'I.e wished to secure, he 

would have the Supervisor removed from office 0 The Supervinor told him. to 

"go to it", as he would report the exact circumstanoes of the case. 

Jenkins not only spread dero~atory 'reports regarding Ranger DOUGlas 

among the settlers, but wrote to ~'iashington aocusing hin of neglect of 

duty. Supervisor Slosson, in defending his District Ranger, wrote his 

superiors: "I find that Ranger Douglas is well liked and only make5trouble 

for the 'wrongdoers.11 Jenkins installed armed guards on the disputed 

lands, his a.ttorney advising him to defend Government aggression "by 

foroe of' arms tt • The case was not settled until 1913 vrhen Jenkins a..."'ld 

his a.ssociates were grnnted suoh part of the land as qualified under the 

l~d laws, and the Government retained the rest. 

In 1910, the Esmeralda 1!ining Company had scores of mining olaims 

looated by its employees in the San Benito area of the old Monterey Forest 

and were oonduc~ing rather extensive quicksilver milung operations. 
• I 

Supervisor Re.ymond Taylor and assistant Range~ Carl L. Abbot looked horns 
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with this outfit vlhich was conducting a. typioa.l "wild and wooly Westtt 

tovr.n on Government land. The center of the trouble Was a sa.loon of 

dubious reputation, the scene of drunken bra\vls and occasional shooting 

sorq:> es. The matter Was rim lly settled in 1912 by the issuanoe of a. 

spaoial use permit oovering a store for company employees, in place of 

the former grog shop. 

In 1910, Geor;;e J 0 Henley looated 153 aores of land on the Sespe 

River just north of Fillmore, built a road to the lru~d and installed a 

lockBd gate, knOYln then as now $ ~.s Devil r s Ga.te 0 Henley charged fisher­

men a fat fee for the purpose of camping and fishing but did very little 

mining work. A group of his neighbors filed a vTritten protest. He 

fought the Government bitterly for years, frankly admitting that he Was 

running a mountain resort but also olaiming that he was getting ready 

to carryon the mining of building stone. When forest officers in 1926 

finally suoceeded in having the claim cancelled and the area throvrn open 

to public use, it was found that the stone qua.rrying carried on through 

the years wa.s a mere gesture t01.l'Tards complianoe with the mineral laws. 

James and Charles Haathe were not mining for oil, stone or precious 

metals when Supervisor Slosson brought a trespass case against them in 

1907. By digging, a.nd by oxploring ca.ves in the vioinity or Sa.lisbury 

Potrero. they had unearthed a wealth of Indian relics oonsisting of 

baskets, water jugs and various stone utensils and weapons, whioh they 

offered for sala a.t a stiff prioe to the Uni versi ty of" California.. Their 

weeks or ttminingll efforts netted them exactly nothing when the Government 

forced them to turn over the preo ious re 1ios to the 8mi thsonian Insti'l;ute 

at Washington. D. C. 
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- CHAPTER VI -

ADMINISTRATION AND PERSOIINEL 

Land Offioa Administration 

The Gene ral Land Office of the Department of the Interior. engaged 

largely during its period of existence in disposing of Government lands, 

wa.s ill equipped for the job of administering the nev( reserves. thro ... ·rn, 

into its lap in the 1890's. Generally speaking. its personnel were 

neither foresters nar stockmen. and the first superintendents and forest 

supervisor s were poli tica.l a.ppointees 0 Nevertheless. these public ser-

vants consoientiously did their level best to look upon publio land adndni-

stra.tion from the standpoint of use of ,natural resouroes thereon. rather 

than as a. beneficent organization giving away or se Iling land to ona and 

all. 

The old oorroopdndence in Los Padres files indioates a groping for 

wa:ys a.nd means to handle this ne\v a.nd untried form of land use. B. F. 

allen was the first forest superintendent in oharge of all forest reserves 

in Calif'ornia md Arizona and from all indications a live wire exeoutive 

who supervised e. small field force G It was not till 1898 that Forest 

Supervisors were regularly insta.lled in charge of reserves and who in turn 

hired forest rangers tor.tlrk under them. 

In 1898, mixed with general instruotions from tIle Commissioner of the 

General La.nd Office are numerous requests for suggestions for handling 

100a1 areas and problems. The Commissioner that ye~ bore down on the 

neoessity of removing "all shoopmen, timber ~epredators, or intruders" 

on reserve lands t1£or un19:wful purposes", but also ,varned local officers 
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that "care should be taken in every way to distinguish betvleen bona-fide 

settlers or claimants, and parties who are squatters on public lands 

within the reserves without right of color or title. tt 

The salary of the oldtime Forest Supervisors was $1~200 per annum, 

with an ocoasional allo1/anoe of ~~loOO per day for tre:vol expenses when 
I 

in the f iald. The rangers "lere pa.id $60 to ~~75 per month. Both Super-

visors and rangers were required to furnish their ~T.n saddle and pack 

stooke Rangers could be hired and fired by the Supervisors almost at 

will, but seleotion of ranger personnel of the looal reserves seems to 

have been fairly sound. Generally the men who were let out were those 

who could not ~tand the hardships incidental to a. ranger's life in the 

mountains. 

Regardless of any political considerations, Bingh~ Hermann, Comm-

issionar of the Genral Land Offioe, seemed to be determined to secure 

the best possible type of men as loca.l exeouti ves of the new reserves 0 On 

November 7, 1898, he wr ote Super intendent B 0 F. Allen: 

"The Supervisors should be men of such oharaoter end aoti vity as to in­
spire in the rangers a desire to put forth their best ind i vidual efforts 0 •• 

If there are any (supe rvisors) VIllo f all be lOll! I a proper standard of erfi­
oienoy it is my purpose to reoommend their withdravra1 from. the service 
and the substitution of better men in their places." 

The same Commissioner stressed the neoes~ity for quick aotion in 

fire control and lrov enforoement when he wrote on September 19, 1898: 

UA forest officer upon reoeiving informa.tion that a. fire is in progross 
whioh needs his attention should report promptly to tho looality and use 
all reasonable means to extinguish the srune •••• You Viill direot all £orest 
offioers under yOl.l~ charge to endeavol· to enlist public sentiment in 
favor of the Government's efforts to proteot the public forest from fire# 
and to seoure their oordial coopera.tion in bringing offenders to justioe." 

That progx;ess was baing made is indioated by a report of Supervisor 

Sloason to SuperL"l.tendent Allen da.ted Septemb~r 7# 1901. whioh read in 
i,' 
I 
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pnrt as follows: 

"Being acquainted vii th a great many settlers throughout the reserve I 
made it a point to oall on them and inquire of them' about the ran~ers 
and whetrer they thought the reserve.tion Wa.s benefio ia1 and they all 
seem.ed interested in the vTork and believ--ed the reserve a. good thing ~nd 
in nearly every case spoke well of the rangers in charge and as seeing 
them quite oftenw hen patrolling. Every day I hea.rd remarks as fo1101.'1s 
from settlers from within and without the reserves: 'We can't look out 
every de~ and see from one to ha.lf a dozen fires as VIe used to before 
the reserve was set aside so you fellows are of' some benefit. t 11 

The Pine Mt. and Za.ca Lake Reserve vIas divided into two divisions 

a.t approximately the Santa Barbara-Ventura County line, with a supervisor 

in charge of eacho Ylith the Santa Ynez Reservo added_ the supervisor of 

the western division had approximately 800,000 aores end eight rangers 

under his charge; the eastern division supervisor was responsible for 

about one million aores and had tv(elve rangers. Most members of the 

ranger force were employed on a seasonal basis in much the same manner 

as the i'orestguards of' the present time. The looal supervisors in 1900 

strongly urged that the rangers be kept on the payroll dur lng the winter 

months and employed on badly needed tra.il comtruotion '",( rke 

Although in the early da.ys there were no formal healquarters ofrices~ 

that the supervisors ha.d considera.ble pa.per work to do s borne out by 

the monthly work report submi t;t;'ed by Supervisor Willaril Mo Slosson for 

May, 1902~ as follows: 

L:ltters ''T.r itten 46 
Fire re!,orts submitted 2 
Monitiy reports 1 
Special reports 4 
Grazing reports 2 
Noo of ranGers t reports filed 6 
Reports on homesteads investigated 3 
Miles travelled 333 

The rangers had little field equipment. Supervisor Slos30n was 

authorized by the Commissioner on "Tune 15·, 1899. to purohase for each 
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ranger ttnot already so provided, one axe and handle, ono pick and handle, 

a.nd one shovel, for use in the discharge of his offioia.l duties." The 

annual inventory of Government property in 1902 for tlw use of the super-

visor and twelve rangers on the entire eastern division shm~ed the roll~tm 

ing: 

19 axes 7 picks 15 shovels 
3 buokets 5 rakes 3 brus hho oks 

16 mattocks 1 saw 1 pr. brushshaars 
4 hammers 1 oompass 1 oompass tripod 
3 log rules 1 surveyorts chain 1 set surveyor's pins 
5 canteens 3 croVTbrtrs 1 timber scribe 
1 grindsto ne 1 pa:cksaddle 

At the beginning of 1905, wOO n the forest reserves vri th Gifford 

Pinohot as Chief United st~tes Forester, were transferred from the 

Interior Department to the Department of Agriculture, the .San Luis Obispo 

and Uonteroy Reserves had not yet been created, and this n~~ form of 

Govornment land use administration WI\S yet in an e::::perimental stage)_ 
0~1 . 

the general public ha.0. a very cloudy understanding of its purpose. 1.:ost 

people thought of the reserves as areas locked up against public useo 

The Santa Barbara Independent of Ootober 6, 1899, speakin~ of a county 

road badly needed into Cuyama Valley, deolared, "The Government reser-

vation forever plaoes a. barrier to the proposed mou.ntain road.1t The same 

newspaper, the editoriel attitude of which .seems to have been quite 

antagonistio toward fores'b reserves, nevertheless admitted on AUgus+, 17, 

1901, that, ttIt is an encouraging fact that no destructive fires have 

'occurred sinoe the reserves in this oounty '\'Tere fOrr.1ed." 

Supervisors in Cha.rge ~"d Terms of Service 

Willard 11. S losson, 52, was ~pointod s~pervisor in oharr,e or the 
, I 

east~ern division of the Pine Mt. am Zaoa Lnke Forest Reserve on July 1, 
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1898, coming to Cnlifornia from the lumbering town or Reed City, MichiGan. 

His headquarters were at the town of l-Iordhof'r (Ojai). 

On the same date, B. F. Crawsh.a\v assumed duty as supervisor in charge 

of' the western division of the reserve with headquarters at Santa Barbara .• 

Cra'Yrshavl vIas a heavy-set" ona-armed man, but in spite of' his crippled 

condition got over the rugged territo~J of the Santa Ynez and San Rafael 

mountains with surprising a.gility. He used a. team and buokboard wherever 

such a vehicle could go and took exception to the G. L. O. Co.mmissioner's 

written instruotions of July. 20, 1901 to Superintendent B. F. Allen "to 

dispense with the services of Forest Supervisors if they can't or won't 

travel by horseback." Although those who knew him aver that Crawshaw 

did not dod~e saddle and paok horse travel when necessary, he is revealed 

defending wheeled vehicle ·t;ra.vel in a letter to his superior orf'ioer in 

Ootober, 1902, arguing, 111 can malte better time in a whealed oonveya.noe 

than with saddle hors~ which means paok ~nd tilO horses and a. \'TalldnG 

proposition." 

Old correspondence indicates th~.t there was considerable jea.1ousy 

betweon Crawshaw at Santa Barbara and S losson a.t Nordhoff ( OJ fl.i) e Cra::lTsnavr 

wa.s evidently some .... That of a martinet--S1osson quite ·l:;he reverse., In the 

backing and filling which Waa somevihat inevitable in seleoting personnel 

for nevI and untried public land a.dministration~ Supervisor Slosson wa.s 

laid off Ootober 15, 1899, but wa.s restorad to tho rolls as a ranger a 

fev/,",eeks later., These mows placed Crnwshavl in charge of the entire 

area of' the local res erva 0 

Willa.rd Slosson \'Tas well liked by the loonl permittees and users. 

which was perhaps one of' the reaso~ why he was shortly aftenvards re-
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instated in his old position as forest supervisor of the eastern division. 

Cra.Y{sha.vl~ evidently not so popular \vith the local people~ Was the subject 

or personal attack by the lOCEt1 nevrspapers. Tho Santn Barbara Daily Indo-

pendent, ref~rr.ing to him a.s a "carpat-bagger" ~ on Decembe:r 121 l899~ 

editoria.lly declared, "MoKinley, having his immediate politionl friends 

to reV{a.rd~ importod 1;:r. Cra"llSM.:w-- 'the empty-s leave here f • tt 

Personnel matters reaohed a crisis on these combined reserves i~ 

la.ta 1904, and. Forest Inspector Louis A. Barrett, who died at his home 

a.t Belmont, California~ while these lines \'Iere bein:?; written, was sent 

to taka the place of CraY{shaw on January 24, 1905 ~ remai.."1.ing in the 

capacity of acting supervisor till April 20~ 1905. Barrett made a pretty 

thorOUGh job of administering the western division and in personnel inves­

tiga.tions for his official superiors. During his 87-day tour of duty. he 

issued hundreds of grazing p0rmits alld intervi~Nad hnndreds of permittees 

and users. He put several rc.nger trail or-ews to work, rode 600 miles 

horseback~ and 'wrota 335 official la tters • 

Lou Barrett, aftenrards supervisor of the Plumas Natioml !i'orest and 

then assistant regional forester of the C~lifornia Region for over 25 

years l later amusingly recalled his experiences on the Santa Barbara 

Uational li'oresto His office "las a bedroom in a. rooming house for 1.vhich 

he personnally paid $5.00 per week. Copias or his complete file of 

correspondence all in clearcut longhand, are preserved in the present 

Los Padres riles. He had no let-cor press but used letter press methods, 

placinc; the correspondence in the reoord book beneath his trunk which 

he used as a chair to provide the necessp.ry weight. 

B. F. Crawshaw Was rom.oved from the supervisorship of the western 

division a~t~. when 10 A. Barrett left on April 20~ 1905, Willard M. 

Slosson became supervisor of both divisions of the Pine l.1t. and Zac9. Lalce 

and the Santa. Ynez Reserves "vi tl'l headquarters at Santa. BarbQ.ra. The 
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Sa.n Luis Obispo Forest Reserve wa.s added the follo'Vling year. Slosson 

oontinued as forest supervisor of the Santa Barbara liationa.l Forest 

till 1914, being universally known in later ye9Ts as "Colonal" Slosson, 

having bean dubbed with this ti'l;le by a looa.l newspaper reporter vrho de­

veloped a fireat admira:bion for the elderly forest exeoutive. SloGson 

was later mayor of Santa Barbara for tvro years and died in Loa }..nseles 

Eay 21, 19230 His daughter Edm Eo Slosson, served as olerk in the 1000.1 

Forest headquarters offioe for years. His son beoa~e a prominent Los 

An'~eles attorneyo 

Christopher E. Raohford '\70.13 transferred from the supervisorship of 

the !v~odoc national 70reGt to tbat of the Sa.nta Barbara 011 Hay 1, 1914, 

although the elderly retiring supervisor remai~ed offioially on the rolls 

until June 30. Rachford remained in oha.rge only until April 30, 1915, 

'?Then he was transferred to San Francisco as assistant distriot forester 

in oharge of the Division of Grazing 0 "Chris II, as he was fo.milioiiy 

called by his friends and assooiates, was promoted November 1, 1920, to 

the posi-bion of assista.nt ohiei' fore::;ter at Washington, a. position he 

filled unti 1 his retirement ;.n 1942. 

Jesse R 0 Hall took over the reins as forest supervisor of the Santa 

Barbara Forest on J.:ay 1, 1915, am. served in the position till January 31, 

1920. It was during Hall's administration tha-l; the lTonterey Forest was 

added to the Santa. Barbara.. making the supervisor's position one of still 

greater responsibilityo Almost t\,Tenty years later~ Hall wrote, ttl found 

a very friendly population throughout the Santa Barbara National Forent--­

Talk about the roads there today, - then there were none, and very few 

trails. l'~nat little money to build with th'a.t'vas allotted Wa.s going 

mostly to northern California." Hall was transferred to the supervlsor-
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ship of the Shn.sta NnJ,j ion9.1 ?orest and lo.ter to the S~.:!le pos i tio:l on the 

sta..~slausJ which position he still holds. 

r Thor~as Sloan, doput-y stt!1ervisor of the lUlEelo3 1Tat1or:.!'~1 Forest, 

suoceeded Hall as i'ore3t sup0r""risor of the Sontf:'. Barbara on Fobrunry 1, 

r 1920, and occupied the position '.lutil !.:n.rch 31, 1922. Tom Sloa.n suffered 

[ 
grev.t ly frotn asth~!l, but al,,'Tf.:tYs a b..t"trd w'orker, bra'(!e l~r pounded the tr~.ils 

of the rot1p;h reei (In. Undoubtedly, his proclivity for hard work h~stenod 

r his death vThioh took place in Pasadena, Co.lii'ornio., on !:~9.rch 15, 1924 .. 

at the age of 52. Sloan Was of the old ranger type~ happiost when r~o"trin~ 

r throu 9;h the hills on. the back of a. hors e. 

r The Fore::::t Service h~.s nroduced fa"!'! ~en who could take heavier 

physical punishnont than bis and bra.wny Chaster A. Jordn.~, ~ super-

visor in ch3.rge of tho S~nt;o. Barbara ?ore;~t from i.;ay 1, 1922, to November 

30, 1925. His period o.r ad.rninistration \,las marked with some ey.ceptio:n.ally 

r bad fires. The late connt-y superviGor I Thon!\.s ';:j. Dins!'!1ore, ~ .. former 

r rarest ranger, often dis9.sreed officia.ll'jr with Forest Service policies. 

HO'l,'rever, O~ Earch 19, 1921, Dinsmore wrote District Fores tor Pf:'~ul Go 

r 
L 

Redin{;ton in con.""lectio~ with 0. serious f'ire 'which had threatenod y~.J.1)!:' .. ble 

Santa. Barbara interests, Itrr • !Jordn.n ~hovTed himse J.:' to be ~. rOB.l man at 

r 0. critic'll time o ••• 1'.r 0 .Jordan ;.8 of -[;ho t:{!)e that Colone 1 S losson was. 

r In his intelligent v'fay he has won tho confidence of the public." Chester 

Jordan's deo.th in 1936, while servin~ as a. Re~ionnl Officer, WOoS e.ttri-

r bUtAr1 by r.ln.."'1Y of' his associates to overwork on r:i.r~s. 

Yfilliron V. Jtendenhall, since beco'!1:O O!lO of the best mown l'!len in 

r forestry circles in Southern Ca.lifornia, succeeded Jorda.n as supervisor 

r on DeC0"ilbcr 1, 1925, havin~ previollsly sorved on the Forest as deputy 

suoervisor for three ~ro(l.rs. !,"endenhnll st~rted his Fores·~ Service cnreBr 

r 
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as a paoker in 1911, graduating through the ~xious stages to an execu­

ti va pOGi tion. He left the Santa Barbara to beoome the supervisor of 

the Angeles National Forest on April 1, 1929, whioh position he holds at 

present. 

stephen A. Nash-Boulden, the present supervisor of Los Padres l~ationa.l 

Forest suooeeded Mendenhall on April 1, 1929. Like Mendenhall, Nash­

Boulden came up i'rOr.1 the ranks the herd way, having been distriot ra.nger 

on the Cleve land National Forest dur~ the seoond deoa.de of the present 

oentury. Before ooming to Santa Barbara he had been forest supervisor 

in charge of both the Cleveland and Sa.n Bernardino National Forest, hn:ving 

served his entire apprentioeship on the Southern California vratershed 

forests. .An innnense amount of activity and development has taken pl~.ce 

on Los Padres since the present supervisor took ohm" ge 16 years ago. 

Nash-Boulden's term of service has inoluded the depression years when 

hundreds of relief vrorkers were ampl~ed on forest projects; the contem­

porary Civilian Conservation Corps program, and all the cooperative 

aotivities engendered by World War II. During this period also, Los 

Padres !i'orest 'vas the scene of one of the Vlorst forest fires in California 

history. Hash-Boulden has oonsoientiously worked to retain the spirit of 

horse-riding days and the atmosphere of the Spanish. l~ission and Mexioan 

eras which so permeate the area under his supervision. 

N. o. Torstensen Wa.s appointed supervisor a'! the Monterey National 

Forest shortly after its creation and except for a short period in 1908 

when Franois O. Porcher was acting supervisor. served till June 30~ 1909. 

The sOt\..Tlt reoords left by Torstensen. and Porohe r have been aocidently 

destroyed. Raymond Tyler relieved Torstensen on July 1, 1909 and served 

a.s supervisor until September 10, 1911, Tyler" started as a ranger on 
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tho Sierra Forest in 1904, had served with the old Stato Board of Forestry, 

Oll. the Tahoe and Inyo Forests. His health broke down in 1911 and he spent 

most of the next tv'rel va years in outdoor ca.mps in tho high Sierras battlir.g 

his disease. Be died in Pasadena April 21, 1923, at the age of 50. 

The Monterey Forest ,\'1as rather a strange administrative setup. In 

1908 and 1909 the forae a onsisted of' a supervisor, one deputy ranger, fi va 

assistant rangers, one forest guard and a part-time olerk. The Forost 

headquarters Was first maintained at Salinas; later at Chews Ridge vrhere 

the administrative headquarters was also a fire lookout; still later it 

Was established at .Arbolado (Big Sur), and finally moved to King City. 

The forest supervisor also functioned as a r~ger, lookoutman, and 

roving patrolman. During; Tyler's ndlrini.strntion~ 9. good part of the cleri­

cal work Vl'ns performed by Mrs. Tyler. Tyler's C1I{n dif'..ries were not only 

a reoord of his personal movements, but the main record of all activities 

on the }~onterey l~ational Forest as well. This detailed diary reoords 

oiroumstanoes of' wild ontt1e and wild hogs in trospass; impro~ment plans; 

lands olaims oases; personnel assignments; weather conditions, s.nd f'ire­

fighting aotions 0 Tyler used a "Sunn typewriter for hi 6 oorrespolldence -

I when the maohine worked. 

Percy L. Day re 1ieved Ra:YI!lond Tyler a.s forest supervisor in September, 

1911, but served in this oapacity only till the end of the year. NorJruUl 

H. Sloane 'VIas a.ppointed forest supervisor of the Monterey unit on Janua.ry 1, 

1911, and served till Maroh I, 1916. \'then he was traIlBferred to the super .. 

visor ship of the Cleveland National Forest. Norman Sloane, nmv deoeased, 

later left the Forest Service ranlr.s and for many years was the Jru\D.S.ger of 

the California. Sta.te Chamber of Commerce. 
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Hamilton G. Uerrill succeeded Sloan as supervisor of the Monterey, 

serving in the position till February 28. 1918, when he resir;ned to be-

oome an almond farmer in the Paso Robles section. No replacement super-

visor was appointed to suooeed Merrill, the unit being plaood under the 

jurisdiotion of the Santa Barbara National Forest, to whioh it was for-

mal1y added the follo',ving year It Harry F. Hunt was in direot oharge of 

the'unit as its first district ranger. 

During the period of General Land Office administreh ion and the 

first ~{o or three years following the transfer of the Forest Servioe 

to the Department of Agrioulture, there was a good deal of shifting and 

sorting of ra.nger personnel. The first deta.iled, 'written report on the 

personnel of the old Santa Barbara National Forest wa.s made by Supervisor 

SlosGon in 19070 Besides the genera.l overhead oonsisting of the super-

visor, deputy supervisor a.nd clerk, the field force of the Forest was 

oomposed of the following men: 

Rangers 

stephen H. Douglas 
Wm. Vi 0 Gray 
Jocinto D. Reyes 
George A. Bald 
John B. Libeu 
Carl Stoddard 

Robert H. V'i ller 
Gerard V. Reyes 
Edgar B. Davison 
R. Go H. Forsyth 
A 0 D. 11:artin 
Hanry W 0 Muzzall 

Assist~nt Ra~ers 

Robert W. Clark 
Alfredo G. de Ie. Riva 
Z. T. Davison 
Thoa. VI. Dinsmore 
Otto W. Hoeger 
Joseph J. Libeu 
John Riis 
Ho F. Van Yfinkle 
Walter F. Emerick 
D.vight If.urphy 
William A. Smith 
Harry F. Hunt 
Eue;ene L. S losson 

Only two of these men '\"tere under 25 ye~s of n.~e; twel va were be-

tween 26 and 35; three be-b«een 36 and 40. The bala.nce vtere men over fer ty 



r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
r 

91. 

years of age, one of' them beine; 55, a.nd 'b.vo past sixty. Most of the 

rangers had been stockmen and small fe.mars 0 William. A. Smith, 63, \vo.s 

a teenster; Ot·t:;o II. Hoeger had been a. baker, and Harry F. Hunt, a minister 

and newspaper reporter. There was no Maximv~ ~ge limit on the forest 

rangers of those cloys. Vlillie.m A. Smith served on the Santa Barbara 

National Forost until 1914. Ee died at Scmta Maria two years later. 

Harl""\J F. Hunt served on tha Sante. Barbara untj,l 1924 when he was trana­

ferred to the Angeles Forest. Onoe while in oharge of the 11onteroy Dis­

triot, he Vias hemmed in by a fast movine fire and barely esca.ped with his 

life e Highly eduoated and an ordained minister, Hunt, while serving on 

the San Bernardino Forest, perfo~~d the marriage ceromony ~or one of his 

guards who wa.s unable to leave his post of duty beca1l3 e of im.~:n.ent fires 0 

He was instantly killed in an a.uto acoiden.t on September 15, 1930. 
I 

Henry Vf. Muzzall, a forner photogra.pher ~ wa.s 65 yenrs of age and a. 

veteran of the Civil Yl'ar. In spite of his a.ge~ he vI'as rated as one of 

the best man on the field force and ,-to.s strongly recommended for the pro-

motion he never reoeived by Supervisor Slosson and Actine Supervisor 

L. A. Barrett. Thomas oj{. Dmsmore, n former grocery clerk~ was mentioned 

as a good ran~er. lAaving the Service~ he afterwards be09l'!16 pro1'I'..inent 

in oounty politics and served for years as a. ,Santa. Baro9..rr .. County supervisor 4 

Dwight Ihurphy, one of tho two youngest man on the ranger foroe, was 

highly reoomnendedo He later became na.tionally fanous as a millionaire 

breeder of Palomino horses. Get)rge Pea\rey, who Vlorked as assistant ranger 

with Edgar B. Do. vison in the Davy Brown seotion in the first years of ~he 

century, was in later years president of O~egon State College. John Riis 

beoame a well-Imown forest officer and a. writer of merit. Joseph J. Libeu, 
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after an interesting oareer as forest ranger, died in San Franoisoo on 

June 18, 1927, from blood poisoning resulting from an old injury suffered 

fifteen years earlier 0 

Edward S. Mainwaring, who left tho Santa Ba.rbara Forest in 1906 be-

came a well-mown forest officer of the California. Region. Dorn in England 

on July 21, 1858, he vras appointed forest ra.nger on July 18, 1899, EI.nd be­

came the forest supe rvisor of the Sen Luis Obispo Forest Reserve v/hen that 

unit was withdrawn. He VIas also supervisor of the Trinity Hationa1 Forest. 

Transferred to t~e Sierra Forest in 1914, he served there till 1927 when 

he was retired under the age ruline effeotive that yearo 

On one ocoasion, Rangers Murphy, l~uzzall, Dinsmore and Riis, with 

Assistant Supervisor Uerrill, working ns a surveying par~·, a~ost lost 

their lives in fording the icy waters of the Santa Ynez River durir~ its 

winterrlood. All finally made the orossing but 'I:;heir mu1e-dravrn Wa,~on 

VTM sVTept away, their oamp outfit and supplies lost, and t\vo of the eight 

mule s drowned. 

Ra.ne;er Bob Clark was y..noym among members of the foroe as the "laugh-

ing IrishD"Jm.n He ''(as oi'tervrards sheriff of Ventura County, J-I..is later 

appointment as United States Marshal at Los Angeles continuing up to the 

prosent time. His habit of coolly smiling or laughing in tense situations 

so~~ttmas staved off a shooting affrny. 

One of tho small locnl stoclonen refused to ta.ke out a grazing permit 

and threatened to shoot dcr:rn the first forest ranger who di sturbed his 

trespassing stock. Ranger Cl£'xk was sent to interview him and to taka 

w'hatever action was neoessary to r O",:ove his hogs from reserve lands. En 

rou'co, Cl~k met the trespasser driving a. wa.~ono As both stopped to 
I 

palaver, from. his V8.11tage point on the, high Ispr:i.ng seat, the trespasser 
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laid a double-b~.rrolled shot!jun aoross his lap so tha.t the muzzles 

pointed at the breast of the ranger alongside. Ignoring the menacing 

gun, the ranger looked smilingly into the man t s eyes, coolly expla.ined 

the regulations he was there to enforoe, then rode on and drove the 

offending hogs off the forest preserve. The stockman did no shooting 

thanl nor later. 

On another occasion an irate stockman ca.lled on Clark and demanded 

to see his Use Book of forest regulations. Opening the book~ the cowman 

flourishingly drew his pistol and with the mUzzle of the ~un pointed out 

a paragraph which he oontended verified his argument that the looal forest 

officers were wrong and he Vias right in a c\.1rrent rango dispute. Ranger 

Cla.rk nodded smilingly, slo·rvly dreYl his o'"rn pistol and pointed out another 

paragraph on the s o.me page ,one which refuted the s toc1onm I s contention. 

For a. moment or t~ro both pistol mu~zlea traversed the pa~e and bystanders 

stood braoed, ready for an explosion. None came. The CCWrmtul looked up 

into the grinnin~ fa.oe of the ra.ngor, relaxed f'rOl:l his belli.gerent atti­

tude, and both men laughed loudly as they holstered their guns. 

It was on beha.lf' of an old squatter by the name of Kiefer on the Ojaj. 

district that Alfredo G. de la Ri va, 1~exico.n-.l\:mericnn rRnger, sa.orifioed 

his life 0 Ri va, hill'..se If safe on a. hiGher point from a. fire burning in 

that section, noticed flanes around "~lle old mant:3 place in the canyon be­

loVT, ani that tho latter was trapped a.nd be\vildered. Riva. plunged into 

the burning canyon and half carried, half dragged the elderly squatter 

through the smoko up the steep slope, with the fire follo·lring on their 

heels. Near the surnnit, tho ranger ''Ins rorced to use both hands to 

pull himself up with the old man hanging on to his Vlaist belt. Just as 
I 

," I 
.. , i 
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they reaohed the top" 9, wave of fire swept over theTa. Keefer" releasing 

his hold, rolled baok dO"llm the steep s 101:1e to his death. Ri va staggered 

out of the flames badly burned" and died a short time afterw'ards. 

Jaointo Do Reyes has often been called the deM. of' California. 

forest rengers 0 He entered the Forest Servioe in 1901 and served on the 

Cuyama distriot for 31 years and tVIO months beforo his retirement. A 

man of powerful physique, Reyes never knew \vhen to quit, and was often 

known to start out on a. mule-baok trip at six in the evening" riding 

rough trails unti 1 he made ca..-rnp at midnight, resuming his trip when day­

light 0 rune • 

The Cuyama distriot was a.ocessible only by trail from the south, up 

to 1929. To tho north a rough winding road provided aocess by wheeled 

vehi..ole to Marioopa, 37 mj.les distant fran Reyes' headqua.rters 0 As late 

as 1930, it took ten days for :mail to reaoh Reyes from the 'supervisor' 3 

orfice. 

Reyes I services were frequently requisitioned by coun~ authorities 

to paok bodies out from areas aocessible only by tra.il. On one o.ooo.sion 

lTord Vlas sent him to find and bring out the body of an eooentrio pros­

peotor who had vrritten a. note that ho was lee.ving his olaim to oommit 

suicide. Coun'bJ of:rioers and a local posse were unable to f:i.nd the re­

mains. Reyes found the soene of the tragedy~ a.lright, but thero was no 

oorpus delioti. The old prospeotor had eleoted to end his earthly exis­

tence by blowing himself to bits with several sticks of dynamite, and had 

dona a thorough job of the matter. 

Among Ranger Reyes' most cherished memories is the oocasions when 

he acted as a member of the guard of honor for tvro different Presidents. 

William l!cKinley vis ited Ventura. in 1901 with Secretary Hi tchcook of.' the 
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Department of the Interior and Secretary 'vilson of the Department of 

Agriculture. Local rangers escorted the chief executive 1 s carriage 0 

In 1905, when the oity of Santa Barbara played host to President Theodore 

Roosevelt, the forest rrulgers at the President's reques·t formed the gut;rd 

of' honor. The re.n~ers were respl~ndent in a uniform of double-breasted blue 

flannel shirts, cordoruoy trousers and wide-brimmed Stetson hats, all 

mOtUlted on black horses. On thi~ ocoasion, Ranger Reyes had the honor 

of' riding at the righb hand of the President's oarriage. Pictures or 

this group of early-day rangers shoVI most of' them wearing the handlebar 

musta.ches then in fashion. 

Used to the saddle from infancy, Reyes ''fas an outstanding rider. As 

a youne man he once rode fifty miles, hB.lt' the distanoe over mountain 

trails, in six hours, on a life and death mission for medioal supplies. 

This ride involved crossine the l~tilija River at flood stage six different 

times. 

kmong other rangers of General Land Office days are found the ~es 

of' Joseph P. Hildreth, Hermogenes Orte~al Jaoob Co Shoup, George A. Vlare 

and J. H. Heotor. Ronser Jacobs died early in 19040 Supervisor Slosson 

wrote or RD.n~er Hildreth on August 12 .. 1902, - "There is no better all-

around man in the Ranger Service ••• He is an ideal ranger." 

During the first deoade of the century there were many applicants 

for the local forest ranger positions. Of those who qualified, some 

served 0. y~ar or ·b.vo and quit.. Thora were m.tU1Y hardships conneoted with 

the work and the lVae;e s were IOYlo It is s omel'.hat emus ing to note, hoy{evor .. 

that a. survey oonduoted in 1909 showed thaI; it cost the a.verage ranger 
... " ,. 

only $150 a year for lodging and subsistenoe and an equa.l -amount annua,l-
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1y for horse feed. The same records disolose that the a wrage personal 

investment per ranger in horses and riding and packing equipment was 

$350, the equivalent of almost half a. year's salary for some of them. 

As many of the old-time ra.ngers were replaoed by sea.sonal guards, 

the latter c lass of employees gradually i:lcreased in numbers, from approx­

imately 30 in 1900, to 50 in 1925, and to 84 in 1938, some of these 

serving for only n few' weeks during the he a.t of the fire season. Of these 

84 in 1938, 34 were brand neli men. That year thera were only eight forest 

guards vlho were an the rolls in 1932, and from 1932 to 1938, the average 

an.nua.1 forest guard '~urnover was 51 per oent. 

Ranger Distriots 

In the early days of the Forestts a.dministration, ranger distriots 

usually embraood the territory inoluded in one of the offioer's patrol 

routes 0 Sometimes two or three of these pa.trol routes were combined to 

form a general area. under the supervision of one rE'.nger. .As nearly a.s 

the term"ranger district" is used at the present time thero were approx­

im.~tely 25 distriots on both the Monterey and Santa Barbara Fore3ts in 

1908. The average size of ranger distriots on the Santa Ba.rbara is given 

in a report of Deoember 2, 1907, as 79,284 aoreso The grent distanoes 

and isolation of' the country were mainly responsible for the 1ar~e numher 

of ranger distriot units 0 An analysis of ranger time made in 1910 and 

1911 showed that approxL"1late1y twenty per cent of' their long workin~ hours 

were expended in seouring mail and supplies. 

In 1913"14, when the Forest Servioe cut :do~ the number of ranger 

districts am formed larger administrative units, there were still eleven 
-I, .~ 

ra.~er distriots for the /j'?t. million aores of :the two separate nationa.l 
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forest units 0 In 1923 thore were ten full-time rangers on the Santa 

Barbara. l~a.tional Forest. It \vas not until after the transfer in 1925 

of over one-quarter million acres to the Angeles National Forest that 

zoning of ranger districts took plaoe to fom approximately the same 

seven administra.tive ra.nger units of recent years. (Sea Appendix E) 
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r 
r - CHAPTER VII -

r PROGRESS III UANAG3MENT 

Horny-handed H~n~ers and Sure-footed Enles 

r 
In a. pu.blic talk mnde by Supervisor Slosnon in 1904. he said: tiThe 

r mai=:t feo.ture of our pl:?n of prote~t5. 0n is to have rangers havin~ 

r judgment, M.'.lscle and nerve.1t The rangers of Los Pc.dres Na.tional Forest 

have boen somewhat noted through the yeo.rs for two thin~s,--their ability 

r to pcrfo~ ~~~d manual l~bor, nnd ownership of dopendable horseflesh. 

One ra.nger of enrly do.~rs, loc?tcd in an isolnted section of the ee.st 

r side, was an outste..ndinsly hard worker and a ~ood horse~t:tn. He lasted 

r only one sonsoll, however, because his hill-billy way of existonce involved 

0. family of .13 as sorted do~c e.nd his superiors l~H\rned tlw.t the woman 1'Tho 

r kept house for hi!'l and his canines \"'a.s not his mother, as he lw.d c ltlimed 

when reporting for duty. 

r Sure-rooted pack and riding mulos were j.Fl!",ortunt members of the old 

r Forest or~l.lnizD.tion, as they s-till are at the pre3ent tjJne I vrhen the 

Governnl3ut-ovrned aJlimals of this chss in the 10cnl stri!lg number almost 

r one hundred. 

A big mule packed nnd ridden for over 25 yonrs by Ranger J. '0. Reyes 

r bocro:1.e Co famous loc~l ch..'1.racter. Abollt the only tirr.e Reyes ever laid ofr 

r ".'lork on a.ccount of sicl.'11ess or inju.r;r Wa.s in 1908 when this ani.!Tlt3.1 bucked 

hl.r.J. off on n rocky trn.i 1, when he wns ra.g~ed out from loss of s leap duri.."1.g 

r a longthy spall of fire-ri~hting. On another occasion this mule objeoted 

to beil\'; londed with a 18.r~~e, uU1'!:l.oldy wa~er t~nk. reuched back and bit 

r - i 

his OW\"ner on the le~. Reyes was lruno for months on nooount of this injury. 

r 
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Normally, how'ever, the mula vlorkad faithfully and onoe for over tt-renty 

hours in the dead of winter carried a 350-pound load or medicine and 

supplies for flu-ridden resident3 of the Cuyama area. The animal would 

work for no other than its ranger mo.star. 
I 

During the past decade and a half supervis~r Nash-Boulden has built 
I 

I 

up the present "mule force u to a high degree of: ei'riciency. A horse 

tra.iner in his youthful days, he olaims that mules can be trained to 

pack aL"'Tlost anything moveable by Wheeled vehiole .. and within the weight 

of horse oapaoityo Faced with the neoessity of :building fire lookout 

towers, wa.terta.nks and houses on high peaks whioh oould never be made 

aooessible by road, he had every last item of oq~truotion for these pro­
i 

jeots transported by mule baok. To transport long lumber 8..:.'1d heavy iron 
i 

girders up the steep, winding trails, Nash-Boullen and his packers de-

veloped E\ special type of pao ksaddle equipped with a awi va 1 attachment. 

By means of this, long pieces were loaded on twJ mules and on hairpin 
I 

I 

turns swun~ out over the preoipioes vlhile the nniles trod the trails in 

safety_ 

Wlwn Forest Servioe in'~nted a ~asoline propelled fl~e-thrower for 

use in baokf'iring no one believed. tl"k9.t it could be worked other than from 

the trailer on which it was built. Firm in his belief in the tthorse sense" 

or mules~ the local forest exeoutive adapted this piece of eqUipment for 

mule paok_ and trained speoial animals to carry' it 0 Spouting speotacula.r 

flames. the machir:e made a noise like an 0 ld-fa~h:toned Fourth of «July. 

I 

but the trained mules stood docilely by, thus' 9.11owing the much needed 

equip~ent to be worked in rug~ed areas where ~o ronda existed. 

PaokinG sick or injured persons out of the roadless back country had 

always been somewlw .. t of e. problem, so during Wo Id War II, Nash-Boulden 
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invented a speoial type paok saddle attachment to a stokesbasket on 

which the casualt:r coul.d be safely transported ~n the back of' a s:1.nr;le 

mule, as a.gainst the traditional method of a li.ttter swung bet\veen two 

paok animals. This stretoher unit is now baing! patented to the United 
I 

States Government. i 

Roa.ds and Tra.ils 

One of the main activities of the earlY-d~ rangers was construction 

and maintenanoe of trails, }.n old diary of R9.llger William B. Whita.ker 
I 

I 

oovering the period from July 1~ 1900, to l~y ~l, 1901, shows the greater 

part of his time devoted to suoh work. 

In a report to 1"iashington dated Deoember ]4, 1904, Forest St'.~ervisor 

Slosson stated that there W9.S a total of 147 Jles of existing traHs on 

the Zaca. I.e.ke and Pine l.it., and SantA. Ynez Rese.1rves ,.,-hen these were ori­

ginally Withdrawn, and thD.t 232 miles of addit:iJonal tra.ils and one tra.il 

bridge had been constructed sinoe up to that dale. Seven~J-five miles 
I 

of this new COl13truotion Vias represented by a t!rail along the sumr.lit of 
i 

the Sa.nta. Ynez Range, south from Gaviota Pass. ! Reports in the spring of 

1905 indio9.te that most of the trail system of :the t-.~lO reserves was 

washed away by heavy rains tho preceding WjntJ. Trail cOIUltruction work 

was heavy tha.t sprin.~ and Acting Supervisor L. Ao Barrett, in his report 

to the Forester on l~e.roh 31, 1905, said the.t he ho.d made it a point to 

spend at least half' his time with the rangers ~n their trail oaJq>s. and 
I 

t personally I n'\r out a'Y"d supel·vJ." sa the construotion of all nay; trails. 
o ~"J 01. "I 

A lot of the esrly-dr,y trail constructionlwas somewhat sketchy and 

tho total distance of standard Government trails on the Santa Barbara and 
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Monteroy Na.tiona.l Forests in 1911 was reported as 134 miles. Fi va years 

later this fir;ure had reached 411 miles. c.lld b11920. the total Vias 671 

miles. plus 471 miles inside the Forest bOUndllrlieS built by pr1.vate parties. 

In 1924# the l'ni1ea~e of standard trails had reaohed 1,367 miles. On 
I 

June 31" 1944, the total mileaGe of usea.ble trJils, bld.l t with Government 
I 

and oooperative funds, was 2,204. 

Sometimes over-zealous rangers trying to 

tory more accessible trAde errors on looo.tion, 

I 

I 
mAJ'::e their respecti va terri-

I 

I 

and the following letter 
I 

was vn-itten to the forest sUFervisor in 1927 bY, an irnte homestea.der 
I 

on discovering a. neW" trail across a corner of liis land: 
i 

"Dear Sir: You have 0. Rainger Here on the Seope Creek by the 
l~a.rr:e of 7Til1irul1 Dower viho built a trail ovdr my ranch vlithout 
my consent - The drrnage is G200.00 T\·/o Hundred 1!0 IESS - HO 
IESS Please malce check for the amount.1t 

I 

Los Padres has relati v€lly a much smaller jle9.rce of road s than the 

a.'Tera~e n.ational forest area. in California.. As lftte as 1914, the Forost 

total \Vas only ten miles of road built with Golrnment or cooper!l.ti.ve 

funds. and par t of thi s mile age was a.band oned l ye ax or t1vo later. No 
I 
I 
I 

materia.l road construction took place for yenr~ ~£ter that, the total at 

the end of 1921 bt)ing" 25 miles. This had grovni to 45 in 1925~ and to 50 
I 

in 1927 0 Ran~ers from other units during the winter reonths were detailed 

to help local ro.ngcrs in Southern California. on road and trnil constrt~c-

I 

tion, but in Los Padres ares. their Ylork ·w~_s Irs.~nly c'::nfined to trails. 
I 

As indicative of the trasporto.t ion development vrhich h<lS taken !"I1 e.ce 

in Los Padres rezion ~anerallYJ is the written record left by ~~o of the 

Monterey supervisors" both deces.sed. Supervp.s r Tyler# having business 

in the t-awns of Carnel and J\ionterey, early ,one Sunday started out by 
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auto~obile from Salinas Valley for the points named. The machine stalled 

time and again, and after a hard day trying to push the car up the hills 

it vre.s necossnry to layover and finish the trip by horseba.ck. In }larch, 

1916, S'lpervisor Sloan wrote a detailed account; to a King City newspa.per 

of his trip by auto from that place to Escondid~ I a short day t s run at 

present. It took Sloan six long days - and 

his family oar. Pulled out of the mud time 

it was somotimes naoesoary to cronp overnight 

whioh the maohine was ste.lled. 

nigpts - to make the trip in 
I 
I 

nndiagain by farmers' tearr~, 
I 

I 

ne~r the last mudhole in 
I 

I 

I 

F.eavy' road-building equipment began to becrrne available to the local 

unit in 1928 and with Federal funds bucked by oooperative county money, 

a considerable prol;rDJll of road BJld truck trail lonstruction'lras embnrked 

I 
upon, 575 miles of these soconda.ry rOD.ds being built between 1928 and 

le36. !AIring tlw period le36 to le40, this roa~ construction program 

slac!rened. a.nd only 160 miles of neVi road VIera uilt durin~ thi s period 0 

Comparatively little road oonstruction has been ca.rried on since except 

for 1?~ojeot8 UG~d in CO!L'16ction 1'lith trnininz of the arMed foroes a.nd 

those providing access to quicksilver deposits beded during wartime. 

The higlwr standard roads and forest higm'l"LY8 were mainly cooperative 
I 

projects in vthich a large portion of the costs fiere borne by the oounties 0 

The most ambitious of these were the El Camino 6ielo~ tho Coast Ridge 

I 

Road, the Nacimiento Road, and r'oU±nin Drive. E1 Camino Cie10 was laid 
! 

out for 96 miles alon~ the sum.-rnit of the Santa 'Ynez Range. follovting the 
I 

I 
trail route of early days. The final completed pro~ect involves a con-

nection vtith Hir:;hv/ay 101 above Gaviota Pass ~~ with Higmvay 399 adjaoeD;t 
. I 

to Ojai Valley. The Coast Ridge RORd, a. somewHat similar scenic drive 

I 



r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
r 

r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
r 

103. 

along tho Stunr:-j, t of the Const Range in Monterey I County, is 26 miles in 
I 

length. The Naoimiento Road is approxima.te ly 17 miles in length. Moun-

i 

tain Drive, 11 miles long, is purely a Santa Ba1bnra sponsored projeot, 

looated just above the county metropolis. 

Cooperative construction on the El Camino Ciel0 Was abandoned in 

1940 by which time 55 miles PAd been. OOIDPleted1jsanta Barburo. County 

having furnished funds for the oilj.ng of 15 mil s of the project. The 
I 

total c~st up to that time wa.s $472,782.66. Mo'-intain Drive" connecting 
I 

I 

the El Car.tino Cielo project with the city or S8.Xf-ta Barbara, Was built by 

i 

the county in 1935 .. 36 at a cost of ;,;~222,500. D~e to the heavy use of 

rolief roll labor used in its oonstruction, it ~s also locally knovrn as 

"Depres s ion Dri va 01 • Cooperat i ve ly With the c outty. the Fores t Service 

later extended the Mountain Drive project on a less elabornte scale 14 

miles further to the Gibro.ltar Dam end the santj Ynez Rher. at a cost 

The Coast Ridge Forest Highway, of which 20 of 26 miles have been 
1 

completed as a dirt road, was built entirely by:the Forest Service. Rer;u­

lar Forest Service orews, CCC enrollees and State and county work relief 
i 

crews~ all have had a hand in oonstruction of the Naoimiento Road, started 

I 

in 1931 and cOTilpleterl in 19370 Because of the lorbe a.mount of donated 

la.bor the cost of this last-named projeot shO'.'1S only as ~:74, 753 on Los 

Pa.dres reoords. 

The big~est truck trail projects were the Indians Road extending 

almost 20 miles south frorr. Arroyo Seco to a coJection at Indians Guard 

Station \vith a road enteri~ from Salinas valleJo and the Bucy~orn Road. 

I 
winding for approxi~~tely 50 miles throu~h the ~eo.rt of the southern 

.. J , .. 
I 

i 
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seotion of the Forest ~~d providing a connecting link be~veen the Coast 

area and Cuyttma Valley. 

The Indians Road was completed in 1940 at a cost. including spurs. 

of $202.360. The Buckhorn Road. used only for forest administration nnd 

fire protection and not open to public travel, Vias r,radually pushed through 

between 1928 and 1939, providing access by motor vehicle to a large area 

of back country. The total cost of this 50 miles of' construotion was 

$175.744. 

As illustr:tc ing the difficulties of local truck trail construotion ~ 

the roll~{ing three cases are cited: netween 1935 and 1940. 14.7 miles 

of road were built up the Saspe River. the cost being i~56 ,000. Durin.~ 

the years 1935 to 1937, a. road was pusha d up Snnta Paula Canyon to serve 

as bad fire area, the 5 0 6 miles oom.pleted on the projeot costing ~~32,116. 

Four and one-half ni.les of truck trail up Sj.sar Co.nyon on the Ojai 

district, built be~veen 1933 and 1937, cost $45~965. All three of these 

projects were constructed with eee labor. 

On June 30~ 1944, inventory of the road system of Los Padres Forest 

showed a total of 1,390.7 miles, with a book value or e3~978.737.16. 

However, this inoluded 60007 miles or roads acquired by the Forest Servioe 

vlithout cost - roads built by mining interests and abandoned, and short 

roads built by stocJm~en and others - \vith an inventory value of $623,142. 

N~y of these old roads are maintained by tlw Forest Service to provide 

wheeled vehicle aocess to fires in their viCinity. As indice.tive of the 

olose relationship of the local national f'orest with outside lands. 320 

miles of' these acquired roads are outside the national rorest boundary~ 

and 33 of' these old stub road projects, involving 104 miles. have no 
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extension inside the national forest at all. 

Major highway project construction and betterment by sta.te and count~l 

agenoios of the routes now travers:i.ng or paralleling Los Padres Forest 

continued a.t a f8.st pace throuGh the 1930's. On Ootober 22, 1933, U. s. 

Highvtay 399, one of the fe-vl mountain higl1.vrays in the State on which tU1U101 

construction VTe.s necessary g '\'las opened m.th appropria.te cerer.:onies. This 

project, fought for for years by Kern and Ventura Counties' interests, 

was characterized 10ca.l1y as Ita dream oome true". This Ventura-Maricopa 

. Higbvay I inoieentn11y, followed in general the wne;on road survey made 

through the mountain rane:e in 1891. In 1937, U. S. High~llay No 0 1 becP..t1e 

a complete project when the last lin1:s wore finished as 9ll oiled higl'r.~lay. 

Even through the recent War years higln~ray cons truction has been pushed in 

the looal area as a military necessity. 

Communioation Systems 
~--

III the early d'lYs of Forest Service administra.tion, dependence VTas 

placed on cOTroneroial telephone lines and farmers's projeots for communi­

cation. Even with the small amount of funds a.va~lable # telephone lines 

construction in the Santa Barbara and l~:onterey National Forests had 

reached a totel of. 108 wiles by June 30, 19110 In 1916 this mileage 

had t;rovrn to 173, and by 1925 there was a total of 249 miles on the 

conso lid!'.ted Santa Barbara Forest. 

Not only did the rugged terrain make telephone line construotion 

extremely difficult but imported telephone poles crume high. In 1927_ 

local rangers found a readily available substitute for wooden poles in 

oOlmemned railroad boiler flues, 1B feet lon~ and 2i inches in dirumcter 
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whioh were rlattenod and then drilled to. hold bolted telephone braokets. 

Supervisor Mendenhall reported, "l am very much enthused on this scheme 

of telephone line oonstruotion.1t 

In 1932 there were 522 miles of Forest Service telephone lines on the 

Santa Barbara Nat ional Forest. The advent of the CCG program the follow'. 

ing year provided an irepetus to construction and has been responsible for 

most of the additional 300 miles built since. Beca.use of its widely 

soattered area there are ~vo distinct telephone systems on Los Padres 

Forest, that of the main division end that of the Monterey division. 

Telephone oOl!lmunication bet\veen the forest au.pervisor t s office and the 

north end of the Forest is over commercia.l lines. 

The more general use of the radio in recent years has proved a valu­

able supplement and n,lso a substitute for telephone comrnunico.tion on 

Los Padres. At the present time there are 100 radio sets of different 

types in use on tho Forest, and a yearlol~ r~io technioian has been 

employed for the past several years. 

Struotura.l ImErovement s 

Between 1898 and 1908 the looal rangers had to be content with tent 

domicile~, or with living quarters in oabins on abandoned homesteads 

and milling claims. In the last-nmned yea:r ranger cabins were built at 

Cerro Alto, ~igueroa., l,lt. Pinos and Los Prietos. Los Prietos, formerly 

called Santa. Ynez, Vias then, as now, an important center, a.nd the dwelling 

built ther() - still in use - Was the most ela.bor::.tc, costing :;;635, ex­

clusive of the ranger labor responsible for building it. The Ht. Pinos 

oabin, enduring till 1935, when it VlS,S wrecked by a. falling tree, cost 
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$200. Rengers bui It the Figueroa cabin ,vi th $50 vri th which they were 

furnished to buy other than native building materia.ls. A d\,Telling cost­

ing $208 was built at Cuy~a in 1918. The Tejon Ranger Station plant 

built at Tejon during early days wa.s later entirely destroyed by fire. 

In 1928, the cost of dwellings was around $1,000 to ~1,500 for each 

buildine, the bulk of' the construction work still being done by contri-

buted time of rongers and guards 0 The modern ra.nger stations and. guards t 

headquro·ters found on Los Padres Forest at present nearly all represent 

structures built since the start of the cce program in 1933. The most 

up-to-date district r~~ger headquarters such as those at King City, Ojai 

and Los Prietos hawaII come into being; within the last decRde. 

The first standard fire lookout on t he Forest was constructed on 

Frnz ier ]I':t 0 in 1917 G Most ly a home-rnade arfa.ir , its total cost, inc luding; 

an 8-foot pole tovrer '\vas \~590o Figueroa Et. lookout building, elevated 

on a 12-foot wooden tower J did not follow till six years later, and cost 

$1~246o In 1923, also, La Ctunbre was built~ the 12-foot tm~er and build­

ing costin~ $1,263. All of these older fire lookouts are still in 

service. as is the Cone Peak on the J!.onterey district. built in the sene 

year. 

Hi lilt. lookou'~ observatory and tOVler were built in 1926 ~ the present 

building nnd 12-foot steel t~Her on Chews Ridge in 1929, and the Santa 

Paula building &ld lO-foot tower in 1930 0 The balance of the primary 

lookout plants on the Forest were built between 1934 and 1986, the cost 

range of each building running fran a minimum of /~1,530 for the plant on 

1.~cPherson Peak to ;~;3.589 for the Bra.noh l:It., lookout houGe and its 30-foot 

steel to·wer. There is an exoeption to this. in the ca.se of the Top!L Tapa 

lookout Observatory and its 30-foot steel tower. This plant wes built 
I 
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.aftor the others and cost $6,117. Some experts considered it impossible 

to build this structure on Topa Topa. s1-nce it Vias a long; dayts pack trip, 

going and returning, botween the spire-like Gu~mit and a spring six miles 

dOVTn the mountainside which of'fered the only level oamping spot where 

mules ~~ horses could rest. Of the 25 primary lookouts on Los Padres 

Forest, 14 are accessible by saddle and paokhorse travel only. In Los 

Pa.dres lookout oonstruction, the one building serves both as observatory 

and living quarter-so 

In addition to its vital need and use for irrigation, water for fire­

fighting purposes and recreational use was an ever-present Los Padres 

problem, and heavy invostreents were made in multiple use water deve lopr.lent 

projects. Surprisingly enough, an nmple supply of potable water has been 

developed for the use of most of tho larger public camp grounds. Wa.ter 

development accounted f"or a larGe part of the ~~50,000 investment in the 

extensive Vrheelcr Gorge Publio Car.lpe The Abbot Lakes development, whioh 

includes a series of well-built, modern oamp grounds extending a consi-

darable distance dovTnStream on tr..o Arroyo Seoo, involved, all told, an 

investment of (~57 ,930. This included a long pipeline and the creation of 

1;\10 small artificial lakes. I;'onterey County oooperated ma.terially in the 

development of' this extensive project whioh is the main outdoor mountain 

recreation area. for residents of' the nearby, hot Salinas Valley. 

As a substitute for natural sprin~s, Los P~dres officers started 

construction of water catchment basins in 1934 at suitable spots along 

roe.ds and truck trails in the dry hills. They scooped out s~er-like 

uepressions of apnroximately 1,000 square yards in extent on which was 

spread a waterproof flooring of asphalt mixture. One of these artificially. 

oreated watersheds delivered approximately 10.000 gallons of wate~ into 

T 
I 



r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
r-
r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
r 

109. 

a covered oonorete tenk during the winter rains. Since the oonorete 

tank, or rese~voir" is built mostly underground, there is practically 

no loss from evaporation during the ensuing dry season. (See Appendix F) 

Land Users and Forest Homesteads 

When the forest reserves were first set aB ide I the General Land 

orrioe, and later the Forest Service, did everything possible to protect 

the rights of ho~esteaders and squatters to the extent sonetirnes of evan 

recommending for pa.tent, homestead olaims in oonnection with whioh there 

had been rather scant oompliance with the homestea.d law. 

E. P. Bean, e. homestea.der near Pozo I looa.ted his cr,",arter seotion in 

the 1890'so There was little agricultural land on the claim but the 

claimant spent oonsiderable time oa~pin~ thereon and do~ng some gesture 

farming. In Ootober, 1909, Ranger E. S. h~ittNaring, officially examining 

the cla.im, found a 8' x 8' windowless pine log cabin, rive feet high, with 

a. hola in the roof for a chimney, but no stove below the flue vent. Some 

patchy cultivation and a little rough fencing had been done. Bean h9.d a 

orippled Wife, and doctor bills kept him in straitened circumstances, so 

there waG probably Gome official sYMpa.thy for the homesteader '"than the 

General Land Orfice granted pa.tent to Bea.'rl for the cla.im on April 4, 1910. 

On recommendations of the Forest Service the Genera.l La.nd Office in 

1912 oancelled the homestead claim of Elena Avila on San Antonio Creek in 

the Monterey Forest, a case which ha.el been on the Government books since 

1901. The cla.imant contested the case but deta.iled investi~ation disclosed 

that there had never been more than one nore of land under cultivation at 

any time, and that the only improvements on the pla.oe was an unfinished 
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stone hut, open to wind nnd weather. 

Another old homestead case investif,!tted by Ra.nger Kainwaring wo.s 

·th3.t of Epifanio Boronda .. located on the San Lu:i.s district. nor~.~da t s 

wife had t\ po.tented 0 lnim adjoining and he ""Tas desirotls of adding to the 

family land holdings. '.;hen the clai~ Vias i'in'llly oancelled in 1911, the 

ranger testified that the only irr:provements on the 19.nd was a roofless 

ca.bin, o.nd the on1:/ household utensils an iron pot and a. broken heating 

stove 0 

About the time the j<ollterey Forest Reserve was created, l!.iss Julia. C. 

Pfeiffer f:l.led. a. homestead c laiJr.. on the unique and valuo.ble qua.rter sec­

tion of Govern::lent lp.nd now included in Pfeiffer 3ee~ch. The Pfeiffer 

f~"nily were Vlell to do stockmen, \'rho by buying out disgruntled home­

steaders in the vicinity had built taoir land holdines up to 3,000 acres. 

Their ranch hee.dquarters Was located 25 miles by sea fror.l the city of 

!:!onteroy _ r~iss Pfeif:'er hers.if W~.S ~. co~}?etent o.ll-o.round i'armer and 

stock-raiser J Dnd !r.antl~~ed the fn."T!.ily hold1.~gs. 

T"1e younf.j VlOr..!'.Il rel:tnquished her ~laim to the Gover:mnent in 1908, but 

later revived the ca.se. l."eanwhi 1e" she had bui It a. three-room honae on 

the land and don.e consider:?.ble fencinG 0 She was quito fra.nle in admitting 

that she wanted the Innd but did not intend to cO!:1pl:{ with the resident 

requirements of tho Eopestead Law. A forest gu~rd who intervieVTed her 

reenrding her clrd::-. wrote, ttl.:iss Pfeiffer says she would not live on the 

land she lis ted for the 'whole country _ ••• She says she thou?;ht when she 

l:i.~tod the land tht'-t ana did not • ho.fto t live on the land for five yeurs. tt 

The case dro.~~ed on for ten years, when it was cancelled on the basis 

thnt there was not sufficient culti~ble land on the claim to constitute 
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a. farm urut. 
(r~ 

In 1912 6 there were only 15 'of" those old unpatented homostco.d claims 
" - ) 

on the Santa. Barbara Forest. l.!ea.l1'.vlli1e 6 the Act of June 116 1906. or 

Forest Homestead Lt'):V' , had Gone into effect. While the land hUl1jer of the 

second decade of the century brought the usual nhomesteaderU tl-oubles to 

the local rangors, they were spared a considerable volume of the srume be-

oause the Forest Homestead LaVl specifically exoluded lands in Santa. 

Barbara and S~ Luis Obispo Countieso The bulk of the local Forest 

Hor:testead applic ations centered in the lEonterey canyons, the Ventura 

front line 6 the Cuyama section and on the east side of the Forest. 

As on other national forests 6 there was a tendency on the part of 

many to try to secure title to a piece of land for purposes not at all 

intended by the Forest Homestead Lav,. Sometimes when an app15.oation VTns 

denied, the applioa.nt s~latted on the land covered by rds application. 

Jolm Foley, cha.racterized in official reoords e.s "0. tough hot'\bre tl 

dOr.lestio3.ted him.self on a piece of land near the Tejon Ranger Station 

and caused local forest officers considernble trouble before final evio-

tion. Be~veen 1919 and 1924 he fenced in a consider~ble area, even build-

ing a fence a.cross tl public rond. Forest officers in the 1.'Ionterey Division 

were called upon in 1911 to help pacify a simile.r squatter there who 

had tll..rea.tened to burn out his more prosperous neighbors. The usual 

type of' squatter-hotlostcader was in evidence on all parts of the Forest 

area. 

One Forest Honestead case invo 1 ved Herber H. Cooper who wa.nted a 

quarter section of land north of Ojai Valley for a bee pasture, adjoining 

land which his f~il~to~ .. med. In protestl.n~ the Forest Service rejection 

of his applioation, he arbued that his father - a. Civil ;far ve·(;eran - hs.d 
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used the land for this purpose for ma.ny years, anyvfay; that he wa.nted to 

get married and settle down; th~.t he desired to li"e as close as possible 

to relatives, and that the la.nd tnvolved VirtS just as r,ood fa.rm land as 

other a.rens listed for openl.ng to settlement and entry under tho Forest 

Eoraestead Ie.VT. 

To save land V";lluo.ble for publio '15e but fr~nkly subma.r:;inal fron an 

agricultural stan.dpoint, local fores·t; officers had areas withdro.\'ffi for 

administrative use 0 A toto..l of 76 administrative s:ttes Vlere withdrawn 

up to 1913, but th().t year 16 of ther.l w'ere released. Other withdrawals 

a.nd re J.e asos action throue;h the yeo.rs left 45 of these 8i tes still in 

e~~istcnce in 1944, most of which~e in (totive use for the purpose with-
j 

dr9.wn" 

In a.coordance with the progrn."Tl of the Seoretnry of' Af,r:i.culture to 

settle for £'.11 time the matter of reputed ae:rioultura1 lands wi·l:;hin l"..o.tion-

al foresto, George L:iller of the Regionnl Office in Sa.n Francisco headed 

up the job of land classirio~tion on the local Forest during the yee~s 

1917 to 1919, the final land cle.ssifico.tion re:-ort being approved hy the 

Seoretary of Agriculture i.~A.y 6, 1919. 1'his deta.iled land examination 

produced no potontial agriculturnl areas of sufficient size to make 

livable far.m units 0 

The larGer part of the li'orest HO!Il9stes.d businoss was confined to 

the east side, the area transferred to the .Ail~eles Ha.tional Forest in 

1925. ~·[i thin the present Los Padres, there "VTas a. total of 342 homesteA.ds 

a.ppl1.ed for, of wh~.oh 95 wore non-actionable, 58 rejected~ o.nd 189 1ioted 

vrith the Gener9.1 IJand Of.fice for open:i.ne; to settlement a.nd entry. The 

189 approved hO!':lestel\.ds units, vrhich Inter beoo.r.te m':l.inly sub-ms.rginal 

farm.s or private pastur~ lands, embraced 27,389 acres. 
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Forest officers were always willing to issue a speoial use permit 

to prove or dispro va soma applioant' S oontention that a oertain pieoe of 

land was agricultura1'in oharacter, and cultivation permits for small 

areas beoame a feature in looal forest land u'se adm:i.nistration 0 This 

policy of "trial forming" saved a lot of submarginal farmland from pass-

ing into private ownership and permittees themselves in so~~ oases from 
1 

developing homesteaders' misanthropy. It also sometimes proved a thorn 

in the flesh for local forest offioers. An extreme case of the trouble-

son.e squatter type speo i901 use penni ttoe was that of Mary L. C 0 ~rorma.n -

for years knovrn looally by the appellation of UNigger Mary". 

Mary Norm;m., evidently of mixed negro and !lexioan blood, in her 

younger days Vias a fo:mous oook in the Vir~i7'-1a City mining region. At 

the start, in 1919, locnl forest offioers could see no harm in granting 

har an a.gricultural specia.l use permit for a small pieoe of land on 

Naoimiento Creek on which to spend her deolining yearse I~y tmported 

her Mexioan paramour, end al:nost immediately trouble developed. llhe ral':l­

shaokle fences built by her It stea.dy" Kexican friend and other dark-hued 

mQle oompo.n5.ons who camped with her fror:l t:ilB to time, beoame a menaoe to 

livestookG Har male companiop~ were also accused by nearby settlers of 

sometimes making off vii th a calf' or hog 0 Anyt.vay p domestic ani.'na.ls disap-

peared oooasionally without lea,,ring the sli~htest tra.oe~ although aotual 

theft could never be proven. 

As time went on 1.Iary became more and Tr.oro a.ttached to the little 

donain over which sl~ ruled, but since there was genera.lly e. nigger -

and perhaps a kexican and Indian Romeo also - in her private woodpile, 

plus the fact that she '\va.s usually in arrears in paynent of special use 

fees, looal administrators deoided to oOO1oel the permit. District Rc.nger 
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Harry Ao Runt wrote to the supervisor in ~rovemb()r, 1920~ of the suspeoted 

stock-stealing propensities of l:Is.ryts cohorts, and added, "Mrs. Norman 

is living in violation of the la.ws of matrimony.tt Mary had formed an 

attachment for the land, however, and refused to be evicten. 

Nigger lEary was a prolific letter writer. She frequently wrote the 

President h~~self, sometimes in fairly good Spanish, at other times in 

decidedly poor Englisho In an effort to get her away from the locality, 

nearby settlers often badgered her, and onoe she wrote the forest super-

visor: 

"People in thi s district t hey to 11 me i am not living in the land 
that the Forest rent me ••• I want evbry right and be p03.oebly with 
ebrey Body 00 .pleas tell me if the land is DO"llll the Rivers or up 
the Rivers from where i am libing. t1 

There was no vra:y of' getting lTigger Mary off the 1a.nd without movi~ 

her bodilye As she grew older her mental powers failed and she beoame 

obsessed with the belief that "hert! land WSoS extremely rich in mineral 

wealth. When District Ranger Vir~il Delapp was undertnk:tng eviction pro-

oeedings, she vtrote in Spanish to ttHerbert Hoover, President and Ruler of 

our Republio", intimating th~t her personal attitvQo towards forest oon-

servo.tion end the rich values of "hern land justified her being allow"ed 

to remain thereon. She continued: 

ttl write to your majesty in regard to business of this stune 
federal goverr~"1lent hoping that you will not ignore beoau.Ge 
our former President, Calvin C. Coolid~e llas no doubt in­
formed you of "what I run going to SA.Y.o o.It is pertaining to 
the business of Federal Kines which I ha.ve disoo~rered. I 
am 70 years of n~e and I desire that when I meet the most 
powerful ruler, our Lord, that he will open my vision to 
find that mine 0 o.The test of' silver was ;;60 and gold ~~35 to 
the ton 0 It also contains aluminum, iron and magnas:tum. 
I trust my dear Sir that your l{ajesty will attend °bo this 
matter .11 

Both Forest offioers and local residents finally aocepted Nig~er Mary 
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as a more or less harmless fixture in her little mountain retreat. In 

her dotage she was an object of charity of' hel'" neighbors and even of local 

offioials. Her male companions had left or died off J one by one, and she 

spent the last years on the land alone except for a. small bunch of chickens 

roaming at will over the premises, and even roosting on her bed. 

In 1940 oounty relief' offioials finally prevailed on Mary to lea.ve 

the land she h~d occupied for over twenty year so The site was cleaned 

up by forest C':f:'f'ioers and the old shack burned. From a. ohari table insti­

tution, daring one of' her luoid intervals J she wrote the local forest 

supervisor t s office, "i have taken a.ll my thing from nacimiento house 

where i live for yeSI' so the place all vaoant i am thanking you very 

kindly." 

Speo).a.l usa parmi t3 cover a. wide ren~e of land use in Los Pa.dres 

Forest, a.pia.ries ~ resorts, churches and telephone lines being included 

in the list and particularly ill later years, considerable military instal­

la.tions 0 

There being no co~~ercial tL~ber worthy of the name on Los Padres 

Forest, special uses, outside of the relatively few summer home residenoes, 

a.re oonneoted mainly '7ith the agricultural interests of the region. The 

same is true of the land exchanges lJ1llde during the past twenty years. The 

first land exchange case in 1915 covered 150 aores of Gover~ent land 

exchanged r~r an equal area of private la.nd. By 1933, six oases had been 

oonsummated throu:;h 'Yrhich tho Government secured title to 2,471 aores of 

private land 0 To da.te tho Governnent has acquired 6 ~631 acres in excho.n~e 

for which it deeded to private owners 6,798 acre s. 'rhe largest land ex­

change ca.se we.s that negotiated with the Kern County Land and Cattle 

Compony in 1940~ by which the Forest Service secured 3,494 acres of lands 
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extremely valuo.ble for publio use located on the timbered slopes of 

l~!t. Pinos. 

Reforestation 

Durin~ tho early days of Land Office administration and carrying 

over into the period of tho present Forest Service supervision, there 

seemed to be an obsession 011 the part oi' the local public to demand the 

replacement of the native chaparral covor by coniferous forests. Forest 

rangers did their best to oblige in the matter of converting the brush 

hillsides into pine forests. 

In 1900, Forest Supervisor Slosson reported to the Commissioner of 

the Genera.l Land Office tha.t Itconsiderable seedinG has been done by rangers 

durinG 1899 a.nd 1900 resulting in large numbers of pine seedlings fuvo 

inohes above the ground. n In the SU1TJ:lcr of 1901, however, he recorded 

that these h~ all died with the coming of hot, dry weather. In 1901. 

also, locn.l rangers diligently gathered pinon nuts for reseeding burned 

areas 0 There wa.s a bumper crop of these that year 0 

In 1904-6, a tree nursery was establisr~d on a well-watered five-

aero trH.ct on the mounta.in ranch of Patrick Kinevan~ 15 miles from 

Santa Barbara. The project continued for some·years~ the Quaker Club -

an organization of wealthy city resic.onts - coopera.ting in its establish­

ment and zrAintenar...co. Some exee llent pine groves developed from this 

venture, but they were on the better valley lands of the rich men's 

estates and not on the rugged hills of the public forest. 

In 1$ch and April, 1906, besides carefully sowing 127 pounds of 

seeds, tho local rangers pl~ted 30,000 treos in the Santa Ynez Ran~e. 

Those trees 'lirera two-yonr 011 stock of various coniferous species mport-
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ed several miles by pack mule to Pasadena, shipped from that point by. 

ra.ilroad to Santa Barbara, },auled five niles by team and w'agon, then 

paoked aga.in by nule to the plantil1g areao D;.striot Ranger J. D. Reyes 

in 1910 planted almost single-handed 163 acres with Jeffrey pine in the 

lookYTood and Pir,u areas, a.nd in'the vicinity of Ozona, the planting stook 

being hauled by wagon from railhea.d at Ventura to Ojai Valley I then 

packed in by mulee 

Three fair-sized tree nurseries were in operation on the Forest in 

1910 and planting work continued until 1912, after which it w~s mainly 

oonfi:r.ed to r(l.nger station site s 011 more favorable land and later to 

public camp grcunds. 

Rangers were wont to plant trees - e:ny species - in time they could 

sparo from their other duties and although records exist on the matter 

it vras probably tho late Ranger E. S. l~~ainwaring who planted four and a. 

half' acres of eucalyptus on San Bernardo Creek 011 too San Luis district 0 

In 1929 a survey of this hand planted forest shovrod 900 red gum and 1#200 

blue gum trees, eight to twenty-four inches in diameter and 50 to 70 feet 

high. 

Here and there on favored sites embraced in used and abandoned ranger 

stations can be found groves of individual healthy trees. otherwise little 

vestige remains of tr...e hea.vy field planting dona dt'.1."ing tho first deca.de 

of the century. Limited plantings of cork oak Vlere made on the 1:onteroy 

am San Luis districts in the mid t\'{enties, but prs.ctioe .. lly all the troes 

died for lack of attention. The possibility of' e~ensive plantations of' 

this species on Los Padres Forest came to the fore aga.in in World War II 

when cons iderable experimenta.l plant ing was c arriad on. 
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Cooperation 

local residents have generally taken a deep interest and cons1.derable 

pride in their adj acent mounta.in lands 0 Federal funds for the loca.l Forest 

development ware slow in coming and in the years just prior to World War I 

oounty supervisors commenced matching Federal appropriatiol~ for the cons­

truction of roads and trails and for other development work on the nation­

a.l f'orest area wi thin their respective oounties. These cooperati va funds 

were responsible for many of the Forest Service improvements constructed 

fifteen to twenty-five years back. The cooperative county a.ppropriations 

became stlch a regular annual procedure that there was built u.p what becaJile 

officially known as the Southern California Improvenent Fund. In 1929. 

there 'va.s a balance at one time in this fund of ;:?125 ~OOO for the use of 

the Santa Barbara National Forest and its threo sister national forests 

south of Tehachapio 

Prior to the transfer in 1925 of 265,000 aores to the Angeles Nation­

al Forest Los Angeles County was a heavy oontributor to cooperative devel­

opment VTork on the Santa Barbara l~ational Forest, allotting $10,000 to 

$15,000 to that unit annually. Vfhile fror.l 1913 to 1918 Santa. Barbera 

County made an a.llotment of a rev; hundred dollars annually for improvement 

worl~ on their local national forest I the board of supervisors in 1912 upped 

this to $5,000. In 1923 there wa.s expended in this oounty on oooperative 

Forest Servioe prOtlects $14,160, half Federal and half county money. In 

1927, $21,000, and the year following $14,600 was similarly spent. In 

the yea.r of 192.6 Santa. Barbara County oontributed 06,000 and Santa Barbaro. 

city $3,125 toY(ards national forest project work. Too joint amount spent 

in Ifl31 by Santa Barba.ra County and the Fores t .Servioe I working cooper-
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r a.ti vely, D.nd mainly on rO:ld projeots, \'rftS ~~45, 008. In 1932, a tota.l of 

~;36, 100 was expended. 

r On on nppro:<ir.1~.te fif.t~r-fifty br.s is , cooperative nn.t iona,l forest 

projeots in Ventura County cost $.5,122 in 1923; ;~;6 ,000 in 1926; in 1930 

r . , 
and 1931" ::?16,000 each year, and in 1933" !1.,21,343o San Luis Obispo County, 

r with a snaller area of national forest land, contributed a s~ll amount 

onr...ually. In 1926, ths:c oounty allotted ~~802 .00 for national forest 

r oooper:ltivo VTork, and ~~1,985 in 1~29o 

For nationnl rore~t cooperati va deve lopmont work l.:onterey COllnty oon-

r tributod ;:~l,OOO to :.n.,500 annually from 1919 to 1925; :;6,000 annually 

r from 192G to 1932, and :;.i4,850 in 19330 Besides this reguln.r a.ppropria.tion 

for forest project work, J.:onterey County. spent an. additional ~~25,000 011 

r coo~er9.tive road oonstruction, mainly on the Nacimiento 'Forsst Higwray. 

In fire prevention and 5uppression l Los Padres ~ores'c hus worked in 

r close cooJ.1cra·cion with the State Division of Forestry in Kern, San Luis 

r ObiSl?o and l.Ionterey Counties, and with the county forestry a:;encies h~ndlin5; 

that work outside the nntio:nal fore3t in Ventura. and S~.ntt.\ Barbara. Counties. 

r Since many of the fires which la:i:;er rench the m.ountain ~.rea sta.rt outside 

·the na.tional forest boundary, frequently St~te or county forces are i'ound 

r working side by side with the U. S. Forest Service on borderline fires. 

Si~ned a~reemants, defining the responsibilities or ench a~enoy Jere 

brought up to date onnuo.lly. 

Hany individual coopern.tors 1m VB contributed materia.ll:r to the pro-

tection and dew lopnent of publ ic interests in Los Padres ?orest. Dvtight 

I\~t\rphy ~ of Santa. B~rbn.ra, built up nn elnboro.te heud'luo.rters pla..."1.t of 

r houses, barns und 1'raterworl::s "1nder special use permit on public Iftnds tlt 

l.os Prie"cos. Decidin~ to build a new plant on· his ov:n'lands, he sold the 

r 
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old one complete to the Forest Service in 1939 for $15,000, thereby 

econonically solving the Forest's problem of a oomplete ranger district 

headquarters plnnt a.t that pls.oe. 

About the srune time George (A'Ten YUlapP, retired ca.pi to.list and philan-

thropist, donated to the Forest Service dwellings and auxiliary build­

ings whioh he had oonstructed on Agua Caliente tor a summer home. III 

building a nevI plant on his own land at Indian Caves in the hea.rt of the 

Santa Ynez Rone;e, ~:~o Kna.pp Ir.ade his water faoilities available to the 

Forest Service for fire protection. Inoidentally, the nevr Knapp hom.e is 

a. replica of a. pioneer Western trading post suoh as Fort Laramie, Bent's 

Fort and similar fortified trading centers along the old emigrant trnils. 

George Ov{en Knapp, one of the wealthiest and most public-spirited oitizens 

of Santa Barbara, Vias always an ardent conserva."tionist. As a. gesture of 

eood 'viII, for years he used to stage an annuaJ. party for the looal 

ranger force 0 

Dwight Goddard, head of the Santa Barb~ro. branoh of a religious cult, 

turned both the buildings and the 40 acres of' land on which they were 

located over to the Forest Service, including a some1vha.t ornate temple 

which he had built for the members of his sect. The Goddard Place is "!!.ow 

one of' the popular public Car.lP grounds in the Santo. Ynez 1.Iounteins. Land 

was donated by different publio spirited orbnnizations for administrative 

sites at the Carmel and Salmon Creek Guard St9.tions in l'ionterey County; 

at Pozo in San Luis Obispo County; at Pine Canyon in northern Santa 

Barbara County, and at Temescal in Ventura County. 

For the years prior to tho outbreak of World Wa.r II, a forest 

Advisory Conunittee" organi7.ed by Supervisor S. A. Hash-Boulden and 

County Fam Advisor Sydney A. Andaroon, met at stated intervals in 
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round table session to thresh out nationa.l forest and relnted problems 

affecting publio land use. This oOMmittee was oomposed of representatives 

from land-uGj.ng groups and organizations such as livestock produoers, 

sportsmen, pub lie utility companies and Federal, Sta;~e and oounty officials 

from all parts of Santa Barbara County 0 This group did much to smooth 

out multiple use problems in connection with national forest administratiOl 

and present plans involve its reviv8.l after the wa.r is over 0 

During reoent war years the olosest possible oooperationftas existed 

be~¥een the Forest Servioe ~~ and the various civilian defense 

org~izations, the American Red Cross and other wartime bodies. Coop­

erative agreements are in effect betvteen the looal national £orest and 

different !>ublio util:i.ties opere.tin.~ wi'bhin and adjacent to different 

seotions of.' the ?orest. For many years Po.st funds '\:;o po.y coopern.ti va 

fire patrolmen have been furnished by the city of Santa Barbara. and by 

the adjacent Montooito Water District, and expensos of patrolmen have 

been pnrtly paid in past yem~s in other seotions. 

CCIJ, IlJira and ERA ,C:.rp A) 

Until 1933, regular Federal ap~ropriations, supplemented by the 80-

called Southern Ca.lifornin Improvement Fund, Vlere responsible for neexly 

a.ll development work on Los Padres }Ta'\:;iona1 Forest. In the spring; of 

that year, President Franklin D. Roosevelt 's Oi vilian OOl"..sarvation Corps 

program got under VTOoY and for the first time in history the Forest Ser­

""'lice had adequate fire-fighting mall power of its ovrn." bosides man a.nd 

equipment for needed development work. 

Durin~ 1933, Los Padre s ?orest ha.d o.s many as 17 ece Ct11TlpS, manned 

by full companies, in opera:bion at one time. Some of the canps established 
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and occupied tho:~ first year and during the imr.ladiate succeeding yaRrs 

were loc~.ted nt Arroyo Seco, Nacimiento, Figueroa, Sunset Valley, Pine 

Canyon, Avenalas, Bates Canyon, Cuyama. Valley, Bie Pine, San If.arcos 

Summit, Reru~io, Kono, Gibraltar, Juncal, Ee..tilija. Creek, ~.·;healer Gor~e, 

Sise.r Canyon, Sartor C~nyon, LovIer Sespe and Los Prietos. 

The eee prop.;r9m imposed So tremendous volume of work on the forest 

supervisor and stuff, and district rnngers, somewh9.t conpl1.oated by the 

fact thRt camps were loca.ted in tVIO sep?.rate distriots, necessitating 

dea.ling wi th t·.~o sets of' llrmY overhead. A big probleM. also was the side, 

or spike orur.pso '1'he Army, responsi:,le :for the different phases of the 

enrollees' daily living, educe.tion, health and welfare, much preferred 

to have nIl the personnel in a compnny to~ether in one lRrge c~~p, While 

the Forest Service looked upon the cce or~~.niza.tion ll'.ainly as a m.edium 

of Gotting work acco~plished. 

TovTards the end of the thirties, with the shrinknr:,o of the cee pro­

~rrur." the number of camps on Los Padres YTaS roduced to three, loce:t;ed at 

Arroyo Seeo, Los Prietos a~d Piedra Blnnca, tho latter camp being moved 

during; the sUmrr!er months to l,:t. Pi:!1os. di th vra.r impending, a veterans t 

canp, consistin~ of oloer men wh.o VIere ex-members of the p,rmed forces, 

wns est!'.bllshad O~l rission Creek on tl1.o new Hunter-LiGgett Eilitary Reser­

vation. For the l".st three :renrs of its e:ds'~ence" the Piedre. BlancE' .. 

Carp Wo.s na.n..VJ.ed exclusively by negro anrollees--'boys dra.vm from the 

co10ro(1 d:i.s·t;rict of Los An~eles. 

The four eee crunps mentioned in the precedin~ paraf;ro.~h rens.ined on 

"Gha Forest ~.uring 1941, mpch reduced in oompany stren~th by labor de'1la..l1ds 

in ';{('.r plantG ond by military conscription. The Piac.ra Bla.nca crur.p "'us 
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disbanded early in 1942 and the Los Prietos in :Ma.y of th..-=tt year ~ when 

enrollees there were replaoed by co~~cientious objectors assigned to a 

Citizens' Public Servi.ce camp. ~rhe.t left only the veterans camp at 

l~Iission Croek and a. skeletonized company a.t .Ar;oyo Seco 0 Thi.s last-named 

canp was moved to Chorro Creek on the San Luis Milita.ry Reservation to 

vlork ... on military projects. The en'hire cee program vras disbanded' June 30, 

1942. 

Besides fire-fiehting activities, reforestation, erosion control~ 

range reseed)~~ and major upkeep of existing improvem~nts, the work of 

the Civilian Conservation Corps on Los Padres F'orest wa.s responsible for 

the bulk of the perma.nent improvements shown in the Appendixo A oonsider­

able number of the mors permanent type of' forefit guards, includin~ both 

those nOVT on military furlough and those especially exempted from mili­

tary servioo to carryon fire protection work, ware drawn from the CCC 

enrollee rruL~sl in line with the CCC youth training pro~ram. 

Under the Nira progrrum of forest Qevolopment coming almost sL~ul­

taneous1y wi th that of the CCG, the national forest provided employment 

for approximate ly 150 men durLl'lg parts of 1933 and 1934 0 Camps from whioh 

the labor was used in oonstruction of roads. trails a.l'ld other fire pro­

tection projects were maintnined nt Caohuma Saddle, San Luis Obispo, in 

the lovrer C1.lya.-rna Valley and a.t Coast Ridge in ltonteroy County 0 

There was no soarcity of relief rollworkers in the urben a.nd valley 

centers adjaoent to Los Padres during the years 1933 to 1940. The ERA 

branch of the Works Progress Administra.tio!l furnished workers in fluc­

tua.ting numbers allover the Forest. 'rhe m9..~o ri ty of these workers were 

used on m~d,ntenanoe work, inc ludinE; upkeop of roe.ds and trails, fire 

hazard reduotion and cleanup of publio oa~ps •. The V,PA labor secured 
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r 
r inoluded "Very few skilled ".1forkers. In using this c lass of l~ bor it wns 

necessary to pick up the workers at sone central point and transport then 

r by truck to where the work w,:,.s beinr~ carried on. Occasionally, a group 

of men could b'3 donicilod in a cs-roD fairly close to the "lork projoct, 

r but the restricted working hours and the 10vT per capite, output required 

r by ~·tPA rules mn-de the worki~ of nen in camps a. rather p~or paying propo-

s i tion. SOl!l.0 fev, individual ERA Ylorkcrs rendered r;ood sEn-vico in suoh 

r positions as laborers in warehouses, te lephono operators a.Y1d ninor clerks 

at headquarters. The fr.ct t~at two or three employees r.'lt:st 06 secured to 

equal the equivalent of Do full ti-ne job for one mnn made the ",~'PA proe:ram 

difficult for local rangers to handleo 

One of tho besJc monuments to the ':'Torks Pro!;ress l~_d~inj.str~.tio'n on 

los Padres is an excellent higln'n:l.Y of 4.2 miles distanc0, leading from 

HigltlTay 150 throu!Sh the nain public naTIlpgrollnd areas hea'\rily" used by 

r SO.Y1ta. Btlrbnre.ns to the Santo. Ynez River, cO!npleteil by the county with WPA 

r labor in the summer of 1941. This stretch of oiled road is muoh useQ also 

by the 'S'oreGt Service, sinne it provideo access to the Forcr;t' s central 

r YTarehouse plant C'J:ld 5 hops, the central mu Ie depot, 21d Los Prietos Ran;;er 

St£l.t:i.on. It is also probably r.lo:o:e hea.vily used by tho travellin~: public 

r than any otner side road 011 Los Padres ~orest. 

r Wartir.13 Acti -=,'"i ties 

r Y'[hen nD.t:to~D.l defense nctivities be~~.n ;;0 occu'9Y tho center of the 

stc~o in 1940, l~ce military cantopy.ents were cO!13truc~.;ed UP n:ld down 

r tl t ........ ~ 11 e 14 n"" Lo~ Pndre·· For"" ~t On s~.e ni Ii tary instt'.lla" lO cons !:' (".\..4 a. _ ...~:- 0;).... (;.. v v .::. -

r 
5(-,. v/;.-

tions the Fores'~ w:"'.s called UpO'1 to ta.J.:::o over the entire construction 

r 
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program 0 Crew's directed by forest offioers worked for months on roads 

and struotural improvements at the big Camp Cooke training oenter near 

l£>mpoo. a.s well as participating in work oarried on by U. S. Army Engin­

eers in other seotions. 

The Hunter-Lig~ett Eilitary Reserva.tion~ located within and adjacent 

to the southern half' of the Konterey Division, Cllme into aoti va existence 

in 1941, months in advance of the actual outbreak of \var. Here many 

thousands of troops have been trained in tank warfare and on artillery 

ra.Il6es 0 A speoial use permit \vas issued to the Army in 1941 oovering 

82,000 acres of national forest lando The War Department for the preoeding 

two years had been buying up the private holdings of some 15,000 acres 

inslle the national, forest and a muoh larger acrease outside, consolidati~ 

the entire area. of national forest and priva.te land into a military unit 

of appro~d.mate ly 156,000 aores. 

This area was admirably ada.pted for all forms of' military maneuvers, 

offoring a terrain which duplicated a,l:noat e.ny in v'rhioh Amerioan troops 

would be oa.lled upon to fight. The only dra,wbo.ck to the area as a mili­

tary training ground was the intense fire haz~d represented by the vege­

tati va grou.nd 0 over. 

Right on the start the Army asked the Forest Servioe to assume re­

sponsibility for fire protection on the reserva.tion, a. sizable job in 

itself~ since in addition to the intense inflrummability of the ground 

oover, the militflry maneuvers oalled for the use of almost countless tons 

of live mnmunition on lands ,'{here a. spark was suffioient to start a 

disa.strous coni'lagrationo Then too, there was the added fire hazard of' 

mnny thousands of troops composed of offioer$ and men from other seotions 

of tho nation entirely unaoqun.inted with California.'s high summer fire 

hazard. 
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In addition to fire proteotion, the Forest Servioe took over the 

job of handling the oo:astruction work on some of the engineering projects 

needed. This included tho construction of firebreaks around tIle exterior 

boundaries of the artillery ra.nges and tank tre,inin~ areas, the building 

of main roads, truck roads, and jeep trails. Besirles firebreaks and 

roads, construction work included revetmen'bs, bunl:el·s and other speoi~l 

works on the firine; ranges themsel vas. }..fter the firebreaks were con­

structed, there Vias the additional work of keeping down the annual growth 

thereon. Somo 100 miles of jeep ron.ds a.nd 75 miles of firebreaks alone 

have been oonstructed on this military reserva:l:;ion. 

At the start, the local forest offioers had a. full-sized cee camp 

frolil which to draw part of their labor; 'la.ter a. seleoted orew of equip-

ment operators and patrolm.en was maintained the year around as a oombi-

M,tion fire pro'bection and improvement work foroe. Work 011 projects '~as 

often oarried on night and day. These trained me4?J9re supplemented by 

work crews furnished by the Arrrry. Sometimes there were two krro.y divisions 

training on the IIunter-Lig(~ett at one time. 

One sie;nnl wartime service rendered by los Padres Forest "tras the 

oonduct of Aircrc.ft W'arning Service posts. As early as 1939 this work 

was carried on on a prnctice basis in cooperation with .~y forces by 

manning strategic pealr...s (usually regular lookout stations) for spottine 

and repor-hing passing airplanes at any hour~ ~nd under all sorts of 

weather conditions. By the ti:ne a.ctual '\'{ar cf'..me, reporting time between 

these sta.tions end the mil1.tnry centers had been reduoed to n. matter of 

seconds on1yo ' Bombs had hardly ceased dropping, on Pear 1 Harbor on 

Deoember 7, 1941, before trained observers were enroute to these isolated 
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a. 
stations. By midnight of that datyhn.,lf dozen posts were in opera.tion 

on Los Padres" having been previously stocked ''lith food and fuel. There 

was little sleep for forest offioers t~t night. 

The Aircraft Viarning Servioe was a. big job. Rough trails or roads, 

and stub telephone lines were built to rugged mountain summits; buildings 

oonstructed originally for aum.--ner occupancy were mad.e habitable for winter 

use 0 In most cases it 'Vas necessary to oonstruot ne""'! rough buildings 

sufficiently durable to withstand mountain YTinter weather. There "Tas 

also the problem of food, fuel and water to be met - sometimes dragsed 

up the mountainside by tractor ~~d on occasion parachuted frou airplanes 

to the observers on duty. 

Corranunication with SOl.,e posts \Vas entirely by radio. Their loce.tion 

ranged from the flat floor of Carizzo Plain to the summit of Big Pine 

Mountain; from Monterey Bay to Ventura. Due to its location c lose to 

possible approaohing enemy airplanes, Los Padres Forest had a much great-

er number of Airoraft ;Varning Service posts than any other n"ltional 

forest ~ the California Region. 

By Maroh 10. 1942, ten posts were manned; by July 10 of the same 

year, 23 were in operation, and by August 10, 1942, a total of 36 posts 

were operating. plus three county and State lookouts on which the air­

craft warning work Was handled by the 1] ~ S. !i'orest Service. This number 

continued in operation till l;ovember 10~ 1943, when a reduction WaS made 

to 33 posts. With the lessenin~ threat of foreign invasion, the number 

was gradually reduoed until the final cessation of the work on June 30, 

1944. In connection with this work, the Forest also operated message 

oenters at Pine Canyon, Cuyama, Chuchupate, Pozo and Ojai, for speedy 

clen~ance of n~ssages to ftxmy oenterso 



r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
[i 

r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
r 

128. 

The Aircraft Warning Service produced probably the strangest assort­

ment of personnal ever assembled on a n~tional forest - not excepting 

even tha:c of tho relief V{orkers of the early 1930's. It tool; real 

ooura.ge and determination for two observers to watch the skies week after 

week for lonG hours on soma lone ly mounta.in peak in all sorts of weather. 

Then too, durinc; the summer months these observers served in the dual 

oapacity of fire lookouts, thus a.dding to their burden of responsibiljty. 

Elderly couples coming out of retirement; eccentric, middle-a~ed 

spinsters; men and women of wealth and culture; mothers and daughters 

serving as a terum; old miners and prospectors aocustomed to the loneliness 

of.' the mountains; boys in thoir teens who later found a. soldiet.'" s grave 

overseas; wounded and shell-shocked veterans ~rom the bnttle fronts - all 

were welded into an efficient working organization under the impact of 

war demands. The nuc letts of the sky-\'ratching .force wa.s the old standby 

forest guards who with their womenfolks activ~ly plunged into the new 

aotivity. Sinoe posts must be manl1ed every minute of the 24 hours" wives 

and children of rrolgers ~nd other officers filled in as observers when 

some emergency arose 0 At the pea.k of this work, inoluding telephone and 

radio orerators at message centers and necessary overhead" there wa.s a 

total of nearly 100 Aircraft Warning Service employees on Los Padres 

Forest. The hu.mnn element in the "~fork was covered in a specia.l state-wide 

history compiled for the Forest Service and )xmy by the writer of this 

history. 

Selection and laying out of manouver grounds for troops in training; 

j.ocatiol1 of tem1)orary military carps; servioes' of lookouts with an 

ocean view and construction of access roads tq strate~ic mineral deposits 

\Vera a few of the wartime aoti vi t:i.es of Los Padres offioers. J\,japs of 
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specifio areas prepnred through the years proved of.great value to the 

armed forces 0 Because of the grant demand for accura.te detailed maps. 

a speoial mapping projeot was carried out over a large pe.rt of Los Padres 

hinterla...~ds during 1942 and 1943. Although nl\~oh of' this mapping work was 

done by the most modern method of aerial reconnaissanoe, local rangers 

with their sura-footed mules came very much into the pioture in the back 

country 0 

Looation of lost and crashed airplfJ.nes~ sucoor for tho orew's of 

dOflned ships~ and often the sad task of bringing out the bodies of dead 

fliers" oonstitu'lied reourring incidents in the lives of looal forest 

officers 0 In sCl'"'\rices to the air 1'oroos, Los Padres mules a..~ain pla.yed 

an important role in baok country areas where :nO other form of ground 

transportation Vfas poss ible 0 

On April 1, 1945, tlw service flag of Los Padres Forest showed 48 

stars for the men m d .vomen serving in the armed foroes, and one gold 

star for a. forest off'tcer killed in action. The pla.oes of these employees 

'VIere filled with temporary appointees so fer as man-power was availa.ble 

and in the case of seasonal forest guards often boys in their teens, 

women lookouts, and men past the a;~e for military service. 

'I 
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FIRE PROTECTION 

Degree and Types of Fire Hazard 
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Besides thewer.present ir£lgmmable chaparral cover, vnnter rains 

bring a lush oarpet of annual vegetation to Los Padres, much of it ou 

slopes too steep for the grazing use which might serve to reduce its 

densi ty. Durin~ the smruner months this vegeta.tion becol:!.es bono dry ~ 

highly i:r1flmr.mablc, and subject to ignition by any ohance spark. 

In the averase year, over most or the Forest's area there is no 

. ra.infall between April and late November and eluring the dry season the 

olirrato is marked by hot, searing winds and periods of lO1~ humidity, which 

drops somotimes to fi"V"'C per cent air moisture ~ontont # and lower. Rains 

do not always materialize in late fall. In late January, 1904, the 

supervisor renor"ced th.q,t there had been no rain for nine months, and the 

1903-04 winter rains did not actually oerne till February of the latter 

year. There Vias no December rainfall whatover at Santa Barbara in "ben 

of the years be't\'lsen 1867 and 1943, end les s tmn one-quarter of an inch 

during that month in five of the other yoars of that period. This 76-

yeor record show's als 0 t het a curu1ati ve tota.l 0:(' only 041 inchos of mois­

ture has fallen in the lTlonth of JulJ" in the central part of the Forest. 

Another factor adding to Los Pedres high fire hazard in some sec­

tions is tho close prox:i.r..ity of reo:v:i.ly.populs.ted areas to tho na.tional 

forest boundary. Fany fires a.ccidental1y starting from various forms 

of land use burn up into the rugged hillsvrharo .... they are exceedingly 

difficult to centrol. A climatic fea.ture in Los Pa.dres' fs.Yor, however, 
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is the almost entire absence of eloctric storms over most of its area. 

In a tvrenty-ye(~.r period, from 1921 to 1940, slightly O"'Ter ten per cent 

only of the total number of fires wero caused by lightning. These mainly 

occurred on the CUy8l!lA and l:t. Pinos ranger districts. There were only 

six fires out of a total of 285 from this cause durin.g the years 1941 

to 1944, inc1usiveo 

Early Day Fires 

Records of fires in tho olden days are exceedingly meager. Those 

which were kept by the l!ission Fathers were large ly destroyed dt".ring 

the period of lIiission secularization. T}'I..at the Spa,nish conquerors of 

Californi~ were fully alive to the summer fire hazf:l,rd is evidenced by 

a fire prevention order issued by ,ToGe Joaquin Arrilo.r;e., governor of the 

province, on May 31, 1"/98. This order .. oircu1l\ted among the Kissions, 

threatened Indian neophytes w"5.th -the "r:i.gors of justioe", should a fire 

res'.11 t from any nct of ca.relessness on their part. 

Riohard HeJ'lxy Dana records fl. great fire which swept the mountains 

adja.cent to the 'Pueblo of Sante. Barba.ra a.bout 1823. Accordin~ to infor­

matio~ furnished D!lllA. by local residents J the heat generated by this 

fire WetS so gre at that the entire popule .. tion was forced to leave the 

tm"{n and camp for several days 011 the beacho "N'ild land fires rin~ed the 

SRme tmTn in October, 1869, and again in October. 1871, destroying orch­

ards and s tructurn1 improvements 0 In the latter year, tIe heat VIas so 

great during the progress of one fire th~t the temperature shot up from 

60 to over 100 degrees vri thin en hour's tirr.o. 

In June, 1877, residents of Santa BaT.bara C'ounty turned out en masse 
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to fight n fire r~ging tl~ouf.h t~~ hills which had destroyed a large 

number of cattle trnpped in its pa.th. Newspapers of the period agree 

thCJ.t hud it not been for the efforts of those volunteer citizens, many 

ranches would have been burn.ed out and a considerable number of lives 

losto 

Damaging brush and grass fires ill Santa Barba.ra County were head­

lined in Cal:i.f'ornie. newspapers in the years of 1885, 1889, 1890, 1894 

and 18950 During one week in September, lS89, local nuthori ties esti­

mated losses from uncontrolled rurs.l lend fires at e200,OOO in the county, 

bes ides heavy losses in tho surrour..ding counties. Bnr1ier th~t same yea.r, 

dwellings and outbuildings on tW'elve foothillrnnchos were burned to the 

ground by a fire in central Santa Barbara County. The fires of 1895 

continued to bt~n uncontrolled almost up to Christmas Day. 

Los Padres area V{as :"n the main a. livestock country until the closine; 

years of the nineteenth cen.tury end before the c!'GRtion of the forest 

reserves , stockmen were prone to del iberate lyset fire s to rae i1i tate 

the movements of livestock over the ranges. These fires, developi:ng 

into ra~ing conflagrations, often proved boomerangs to the interests of 

the stoclOl1en themselves. Fires causing heavy property datna[;e from the 

aotual fl~~s and from later accelerated soil erosion are mentioned by 

the press as ocourring in Sfu~ Luis Obispo County in 1881, 1883, 1885, 

1890 an d 1897. 

In 1886, Vontura County residents VTere up in a.rms over the bE'.d fires 

started by sheepmen in the northern seotion. Three years ls.ter various 

parts of the county were swept by bad fires vThich not only destroyed the 

,'ratershod cover, but ca.used heavy losses on Ddjacent rnr.aeh property_ 

In 1894, almost the entire a.rca. of the present ~.(onterey ranger dis-
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trict of Los Padres Forest was burned over by fires vrhichrabed unchecked 

for weeks at a. time. In 1896 residents of Camel were lamenting the 

destruction caused by fires in northern Monterey County from caroless 

crurpers. 

Pri.or to the peri 00. vrhen public pressure brought about the 'YIith-

draw-al of the local forest reserves, publio land Was a sort of "no mAn'S 

land tt 0 Although StE'.te forest fire laws had been in effect since 1892, 

little law enforcement action took place and wild land fires, whether 

started intentionally or by aocident~ wero allowed to burn. without 

attention unti 1 property interests were threatened. There are £'e\'1 records 

extant of fires which occurred durir.g the nineteenth century J but the 

first Government officers exrumining forest reserve lands duri~g the late 

1890's and early 1900's recorded that most of the ~rea Inter beooming 

part of Los Padres Forest ha.d. been burned owr at some ti.'Tle during the 

prece ding two or three d aoe.des 0 

Fires ThroulSh the Years of Administration 

Although they stopped many incipient fires and toiled for days on 

1 t7 r' C
' ( 

end to oontrol~fires, the pioneer forost rangers also left so~t reoords. 
'/1 

One record mentions rangers and loc~l ranchers handling a bad fire on 

the south Santa Ynez slopes in July of 1900, bringing it under control 

befoTe it had spreo..d over more ths.n a fe,'1 hundred acres. An informo.1 

fire report dated July 19, 1902, sent to the forest supervisor by the 

wife of Rru1ger J. M. Iarmer oovers E'~ fire whioh burned 2,000 a.cres on the 

east side of the Pine 1:to and Zaca lake Reserw. The ranger himself, 

appended a note to his vfife's report which read: "Fire is all out and I 

em elad of it for I am tired out myself." 
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In n rather jubilantly-worded report on the forest fir~ situation 

to the Co~~ssioner of tr~ General land Office, Supervisor Slosson wrote 

on June 29, 1903, "During the past five yearsdurinJ,l; vThich there has beon 

a.lmost total exemption from forest firos, oover is being established in 

WU1Y places where was practically no covering on account of previous per­

iodical fires." He hD.d previously written to his ohief' that 10c8.1 set­

tlers spoke "very enoouragingly of the better conditions since the 

Government has corrnnenced its pa.trol system." S1osson was worried over 

the hazardous f' ire situation the following year I hovTover" since he wrote 

Yla.shinGton in early Janua.ry, 1904, tha.t there had been two fires in 

December, 1903, end no rain for nine months. 

One bad fire vlhlch burned severa.l thousand aores ill the Ventana area. 

of the 1.~ontereY' Forest Reserve broke out on September 17, 1909. Through 

the slow' process of a letter from the ranger t s sister" Supervisor Tyler 

learned of the fire "b.fO days later and of the tough battle which the 

ranger and his orew were having 0 Tyler recorded in his diary that he 

left Salinas September 19 with a livery team. leading his saddle horse, 

and drove by road 35 miles in a little over ol;hree and one-half hours -

something of a reoord. Next day he spent 17 hours in the saddle, reaching 

the fire on September 21. r~ stated that the weather was oppressively 

hot. a.nd that he became violently ill. From the reoord he left, Tyler 

had a. rather rough time of it I but fortunately th9.t particular fire was 

checlr..ed by a freakish rain storm oocurrine on September 25. 

Tho Branoh l~t. Fire of 1912 was evidently sta.rted by a disgruntled 

homeslander a.nd burned oVer 12.000 acres before it Was controlled. Ranger 

John B. Libeu was critioally ill for weeks as result of over-exertion 

on this oonflagra.tion. Five fireo started that arune year in the Figueroa 
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section by stockmen intent on deliberately burning the range" were con­

trolled while small. One of the 1912 fires '\vhioh burned over 1,900 

acres Was started by ~. man Imockin~ ashes from bis pipe. 

A firo brol.."'e out in the BitS Sur seotion on August 5.. 1916, a nd burned 

over 13,,000 a.ores" soldiers from. the Presidio of' l!onterey furnishing the 

bul~: of ·tihe man-po~!er in the five-da.y fight. This blaze burned out sevornl 

ranches in thn.t 10ca1i ty 0 A few days lat~r another fire broke out in the 

same general section .. but was controlled \rlthin 1,,000 acres. 

The yee:r of 1917 was a bad fire year on the Santa Barbara. Na.tional 

Forest. 11he head flew off' a. m!-:ttch while a man Was 1ighti:lg his pipe and 

i~nited the dry grass 0 Although the two men present jumped on the flames 

ir:unedintely" they ra~ed out of oontrol and the resulting Avanales Fire 

burned for two weeks before it Was oorralled" oovering 16,560 aores. 

Tlla t sa.m(~ year there was a w'a'ber fam.il"..a in the ciL-y of' Sn.uta Bo.rba.ra when 

a. fire in I{ission Canyon burned the wooden trestla supporting the main 

wa.ter pipe londing into the tovm I s stor~:;e reservoir 0 This fire destroyed 

a cons iderab Ie number of bui Iding>o 

Out-or-state noW'spo.pars of ea.rly October, 1917, reported a. half-mi11iQ'l 

dollar fire drum.g:e on the Sonta. Barbara Forest for that year. It was ac­

tually not quite so bud as that, but bad enough. OvcrHorked forest orfi-

cers toiled day end night on one ltlrge fire after another. One of the 
.~ '-'--

worst of these wa.s ~ occurrin!; north of Ojai Valley on which Ranger 

J. D. Reyo s again came into t he lime light, when he was oredi ted with 

sa.ving 52 trapped men from a.lmost certain death. Althouf~h Reyes himself 

minimized his action" a current new'spa.per pictured him with an axe in one 

hand 8..'1d a. maohete in the other olearing a. path through the brush for the 

fire-rifY~tars 0 The press itthm stated that 'tit 'vas a feat of strength 
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possible only for a woodsln9.n of Reyes' physique." 

On that sama fira which wa.s chnrncterized by very high, searing 

winds, t"110 ro.n.gera herded 152 men over a. 01 iff a. scant hfl.Ji' minute a.­

head of the ra.pidly advanoing flames. Some of the men even had their 

olothing scorched; o'chars ha.d their olothes almost torn from their baoks 

in tho mad screnble for safety_ Close by three men saved their lives by 

submer~inr:; in Eatilija Creek while ·the fire blast passed over them. 

Los Padres brushlo.nd fires crea.te an intense hea.t I flash over the 

oountrJ as though the flames were propelled from. a. flame-throv{er, then 

rapidly 00010 On one of these fast-travaIling fires on the Cuyruma ra.nger 

district in 1921" rnrulY cattle and deer were ca.ught and burned to death. 

In August of th~t year three fires broke out simu1taneouG1y in the main 

division of the Fore:.>t and burning together covered an area approxima.tely 

ten by ~venty-five miles in extent before bein~ brought under control by 

600 fire-fighters. There Vlere a total of six major fires burning on the 

Santa Barbara Forest at one time during that month. 

The Swee"b.-Tf\ter Fire in the Sisquoo country started on August 2, 1923, 

and eventually burnod over 23,000 acres. The.Army Forest Air Patrol under 

l~jor H. H. _~nold - now a £i va-star general and oO!n.mander-in-chief of the 

U 0 S. A:rrrJr Air Forces - rendered eood ser"ice in this fire. Rmfjers from 

other natio!19.l forosts of' California. ,vera brought in to relieve the fagr,ed­

out local officers. Tho' heart-breakL"le; task of controlling this fire con­

sUl'!led three weeks and Supervisor 1.:0 A. Benedict of' the Sierra. Forest 

sOMewhat jocularly vtired Supervisor Jordan rel~:Give to his rangers (\vhom 

the latter had borrowed), UNo si~ of men yet - would like them back be­

fore Christmas on 

j,lhe f'orost fire senson of 1924 in the ·~Yestern United states was pro-
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bab1y the worst in C('J.ifornia' s history I and Los Pa.dres suffered in 

. oor.unon w'it. h other forested areas 0 Day after da.y and week after week 

red-eyed, weary forent rangers battled one bla.ze after another. 'fhe 

first bad fire of the se~son occurred in l~te February and for a oouple 

of days seriously threatened the extensive estates of the YTealthy in 

Uonteoito, Srolta Barbara'S elite suburbo In the other end of' the Forest 

a bad fire was sta.rted in March by a l',:exioan engaged in a Sunday rabbit 

hunt. The Pine Canyon Fire in the center of the main division of the 

Forest was presumsbly started by a deer hunter and burned furiously over 

a large area durL"lE; 'bhe last ten days of Au~ust B.nd well into September 

before being controlledo This fire eventually covered over 12~OOO acres, 

severa.l separate fires in rugged canyons burning togethero 

The laller Ce.nyon Fire on the l:~onterey ranger district burned for 

two weeks durL"lg the first half of August, 1928, covering 15,000 aores 

and destro:ling a lookout house whioh stood in its patho In the srune dis­

triot the follo\nng yoar, large orews were fighting several big fires 

burning at one time 0 

The Hopper Canyon Fire on the Ojai ran~er district started well out­

side the national forest boundary on July 21, 1929. Left as safe by a 

oounty crew, it broke out again, and 200 men worked for several days to 

oorral it 'within an area of 5,000 acres. In the same distriot in 18:be 

September, 1929, the Lower Sisal'" Canyon Fire, started by a broken power 

line, burned over 15,000 acres outside the national forest, 800 aores 

inside, and destroyed a considerable area of orohards 0 August of that 

s~~e year witnessed several hundred men b~btling blazes on various parts 

of' the Forest 0 On the Sa.lisbury Canyon Fire that fall whirlwinds soattered 

firebrands fRr and near, resulting in a burned area of 6,000 acres. 
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In 1939. the li!aohosna and Cerro Alto Fires on the Sa.n Luis ranger 

distriot broke out almost simultaneously, burning over 31,000 nores 

during the month of August in two widely separated arem. At the srune 

time the Bixby }.:t. 1i':i.re was burning on tho l!onterey ranger distriot, most-

ly outside the national forest. On this fire, Josel?h Calandra, 23-year 

old Ste_te Re...'rJ.e;er, "'~-tS trapped in the smoke a.nd burned to death, several 

other fire-fighters being injured e On the Branch Canyon, l'iaohasna, and 

Cerro Alto Fires th~t year, fire-fighters frequently had to run for their 

lives. In the late fall, another fira started by a. smoker-traveler on 

the ]f.onterey Coast Higro~a.y, gEtve fores·t offioers a tough battle. 
/.:7.:/~ 

~'he San l.·~o.roos Fire, burning durin!; August 10 to l4 .. ~ pr~v:i.ded a 

tl~il1ine spectacle for thousands of Santa Bnrbnrans and outside visitors 

oelebratine; the a.n~ua.l Spanish Days festival, and ashes rained for several 

days on the oi ty street::;. Lil.-e mnny other fires this oue coone in £ror.l the 

outside and swept over 4,365 acres in speotaoular rushes. Besides the 

valuable watershed cover destroyed and damage from siltation of valley 

lands the followine: winter, the loas to public utilities traversin~ tho 

area was ~l2~OOO, and mountain residences va1t'.ed at ~~i123.000 were burned 

to the ground. Several fire-fi~hters were injured in this fa.s"c .. moving 

rire~ ami details of state traffic offioers guarded highvray approa.ohes 

to keep back curious or0\7ds desir in~ to see a forest fire at close ra.nge. 

The Civilian Conservation Corps I although somewhat ourtai1ed in a trength 

was still available to local officers ror fire-fighting in 1941. Four 

ma..ior blazes Were controlled that yerr with CCC ]a bor. In the succeeding 

\'tar years. the P.:rmy and Ma.rine Corps from the various nearby bases fur-

nished the mai~ source of fire-figh.lliing man-power. Not only were the 

armed forces exceedin~ly cooperative in rurnishin~ help, but unit comnanders 
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often welcomed the opportunity to sand their conmnnds out on the fire 

line, s inoa forest fire-i'ightine;, they s?id, simulated aotual ba.ttle 

oonditions more than any other peacetime activity. 

Soldiers and marines, and sometimes both, have been present in force 

on nearly all major fircs on Los Padres Forest in recent years. One of 

the worst of these was the Tule Co.nyon F:,-re within and adjacent to the 

Hunter-Ligr;ett l-Tilitary Reserva.tion on which a total of 3,800 soldiers 

were mobilized at difforent times betv{een Julyland 12, .1942, 8.n9 which 

burned 11,150 acres bofore final control. One soldier lost his life, 

several were injured, and considerable military motor equipment was lost 

on this blaze. The fire Was first disco7ered by the com.r.umding general 

and his a.ide, trRve lin~"'; cross country in a jeop, j:lst as it started in the 

high ~r(\ss cover. Althoubh both the orricera and some nearby soldiers 

jUll1pe d on the fire irronedin.te ly, it quickly raced out of contro 1. One. 

l-mny officer, referring to the rapid progress of the fire _ aftervTards 

stated: "It quickl~r became a matter of self pre~erv9.tion.n . This fire, 

like many others in "fnr years, was fought jointly by the Forest Service~' 

State Divisio~ of ~orestry, and the Army forces. 

Several other major blazes VTere fought by local forest officers with 

milita~r aid in 1942. The Reliz Canyon Fire, west of Salinas Valley, 

s .... rept over 20,000 acres in July and burned a considerable number of' 15.ve­

stock. The Robe~tso~ Rnnch Fire in the Son Luis ranger district started 

from the exhaust of a. farm traotor nnd burned close to tvto thousand acres. 

Both these fir0s stn.rtod well outside the rw.tional :roresi~ bounde~, and 

burned very sr.'lall areas inside. The Locl(\vood Creek Fire, however, in late 

June of that ye~, bunled entirely on national forest land~ a spark from 

the flue of 0. miner's cabin resul tinr; in a. 4,130-ncre fire battled for 
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several days by 450 men. Four soldiers from Ca~p Roberts were speci~lly 

decornted for heroism d ispla.yed on local forest fires in 1942. 

Besides t~2 i~table smoker fires in an area where many thousands of 

men were training undor wartime pressura~ several bad fire3 ware started 

in the Hunter-LiGgett llilitary Reservation in 1943 by hot lead ricochetim.g 

over the firebreaks 0 One of the }'!lost stubborn of' such 'vas the Gerlach 

Fire of 1~800 acres fou;ht by soldiors from July 6 to 10. 

In 1944, some 800 soldiers were mobilized to fight a fire in old 

Los Burros mining district. Tho fl.ra stal-tcd in an abandoned, tumble-

7 
dawn minerls cc.bin, evidently by a rodent gno.Yling on a. f'l"ict1.on matoh 

dropped by a. former occupant long before. ':rhe le .. rgest fires ot: the yesr, . 

hmdled b~/ the loc 0.1 forest officers, county forestry dep~ .. rtment creViS 

end the armed forces I which burned le.te in August were kept from rea.chins 

the higher and more ina.cce~.H;ibl(=; watershed a.reas wi thin the nationo'l 

forest. One vra.s the Gav:i.ota. Fire which burned 10,000 a.cres of r::t!l!;e c.nd 

reGulted in the tJ0n.th of a youDf, fire.-fir;hter isole.ted by the flames. 

Another 'was the San 1.:o.rcos Fire which burned 12,000 acres 0 The temper­

ature stood at 107 e.nd the humidity at 4 on August 26, produoing a clirrAtic 

oonditior ... which caused this fire to run over 8,000 acres of range and 

woodland in eight hours. On six Los Padres fires on Which troops vrere 

used in 1944 - outside the Hunter-Lig,3ett 1,~ilitary Reservation - the 

services rer.u:lered 'b~r a total or 65 officers e.nd 1,900 enlisted men 

arllounted to 15,752 Tl1ru1-houI's. 

l!ost of Los Padres fire s ha.ve been caused by the e.ccident of huma.n 

use and by hume.n car€lessness, with lit·tle nctuo.l incendiarism. Somo 

yenrs back before smol::1.rl£:; restrictions v(ere o.pp1ied, a. father and son 

011 the Son Luis ro.:nGor district lit their pipes and casually dropped 
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r 
r their nnc:ttin?;u) shed mntchos 1.n the p:rass and weed ~rowth. 'l'hey Inter 

confessed th~.t they wnnted to see fires stEtrt as a. re~ul t of these acts I 

r but also ... ·iished to provide themselves with an ~.libi thr.t sP.ch fires 

"acci1entlyn sta.rted v..rhi.le s:;1okin[;o l~oro deliberrrte 0.:':"5011 'was the pra.c-r tice of two 1'.:e;:ic~n incendiaries II fina.lly run to earth by loce .. l officers. 

r One of tho stunt::; which fin(l.lly landed 'bhen :i.n a justice court '.'[as teF'r-

ins pieces of' cloth fro::1 an old s,,-,ilt ll lightinG them p . .,nd throwing them 

r in the dry ve:-;etation a.10:l~ the high~:[t\y. 7hey figured the cloth would 

smoulder long enou~h before iGnitinG the dr~r grr.ss to c.l1ov; their jo.lo:?y 

r car to take them sor..o dist9..l1ce rror:~ the neighborbood. 

r Fi vc or 3i:-: yen.rs o..'jo fore::. t of'fic ors patiently trni led a.n incend-

iary in the So.n Luis Obispo soctio~ who ma.."1ufactured a s low-burning torch 

r ;vrapred inside D.. tohnoco so.ck so thn:t; he could be sone disto...'rlce av{ay v;hen 

the fire took hold ct About the srune timo both urban and rural fire-ficht-

r ing foroes il"!. Los Pe.drc:~ (' .. rea were !)lp.~~ued by an epictcr:-:.ic of grass f:iros 

r started by youn~sters shootins large friction matches from a catapult 

manufactured from a sprin~ olothes pin and a rubbor band. It was plenty 

of fun for the boys to "ro.tch the l11.Htch burst into flame a.s the head 

struck a rock or some other ha.l~d-surraced tarGet. 

r 
The Fa.I!loUS }~!?tilij ~t ~., ire 

r All the r.u:tjor firer.; on Los Padres }Jational Forost pale into insir:;-

r nificance 'when compared to thE) ~~reftt 'l.:a.ti1ija Fire of 1932:1 probab 1:;-

the fnntcst burnir':; and ono or tho lr.rGcst v;ild land fires recorded in 

r Foro~~t Service hi::>toryo 'l'hin firo broke out at 10:00 A.l~. on Septomhr.r 

r 9 I 1932, stnrt0d b~r G OT11(} ur..knovln deer hunter.. Be:'ore it Was controlJ.cd 

fourtcCl: d!l'Tfa later .. it had burned over 0. totr.tl or 219,255 c.eros in .J , 

r 
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'tfenturR ond S~nt9. Barbara Counties. 

This fire literally exploded over the la.ndscape and covcred 20,000 

acres within a. fa':! hours of its start o During the first eleven days of 

its progress it burned over 10,,000 to 30,000 acres daily. Supervisor 

s. A. lrash-Boulden, veteran fire-fighter, was in charge of 'che fire J a.nd 

la.ter s a.id in his offic io..l report: 

ttl be lievo it safe to say t hat no fire in California has ever 
made such R. rapid ani continuous burn ••• The ra.pid runs made 
by the f1.re 'w'ere of such :irtensity thC' .. t fire-fi~hters on 0. 

gras.ter pnrt of the f ire line 'V[ero in c onstB.pt do.n;-:;er. -I~fi'ch­

in an hou.r t s tir.le on S~ptember 10th the fire trC'..ve lIed a. dis­
t9l1ce of fifteen miles." 

Forest officers from all psrts of the California Region, and from 

neiGhbori::1g states as vmll were called upon to help direct the 2,500 

fire-fightors dr~fted to fight the flames. state Division of Forestry 

officers" county fire crews, and even units of city fire departments 

"lorked a1o~sido the l't'ederal fire-fighters o. Seventeen largo fire oamps 

were in operation a.t one time, besides nttr.1erous smaller Ufly" COO1pS 0 

~7elva of the large camps could be serviced only by pack mules, due to 

the rugged nature of the country. Air;'ll:mes were used extensively for 

observation nr..d scouting work. It'ire-fiGhting eq\.1ipl'nent was leaned freely 

by even quite distant metropolitan centors. T~~ fire lines built to check 

the progress of the fl9..t"llE>s totalled approximately 450 miles in length. 

It was estm.e.tod that 90 per cent of all wild life in the fire area 

was killed oc'1d burned deer carcasses were a COl'1mon sight 0 .A considerable 

nUr:lber of domos-cic aniT."als also perished in the flaa"Iles. Strangely enough, 

although nunorous fire-fie;hters 'w'ere injured, only one WAn was seriollsly 

hurt ('nd there '!rere no htlm9..Il. fatalitieo on this biG fire. _~ special 

rew'erd of ;;~l,OOO, offered by tho Secrotary of .Ar;riculture for information 

leadine; to the arrest and conviction for the person or persons responsible 
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for starting the fire, was never claimod. 

Stories are still extant locally of cool-headed leaders saving the 

lives of fire-fighters. Supervisor Nnsh-Boulden and a crS"i"T of twelve 

men in reconnoiterine; the fire one day drove up a truck trail and parked 

their ca.rs in the most open spot near I.l. trickle of water. A sudden shift 

in the wi!rl brought the flames on all sides of them. The c rev, became 

panioky and wanted to retrot:'.t down the road in the cars. Ua.sh-Boulden 

insisted that they stay where they were 0 Amid tho choking smoke and 

intense heat the cre'.~r b9.ckf'ired the cover from t.lteir fairly o!,en SpltCO, 

shie Iding their faces and necY'.8 wi. th wet-bed hs.ndkerchief and their heavy 

Stetson hats. Their oars caught fire time and again but they managed to 

save the' tires by throwinr; dirt on the fla"'l'les. The tops and cushions Ol~ 

the meohinas Were covered with spotted bu.rns, but w·ere dri van back down 

the hill under their ovrn povler 0 

Forest Guard Bill Bowhay started to dri va up the sa.ne road about the 

same time. As the fire renched the roadway tho forest officer jumped 

fro!l1 his car avd ron dovrn the road f or his life. He had hardly left the 

machine when dirt a.nd shale rock, lo03ened by fire e.ction j descended ~_n 

an e.valanche, buryi!l~ the car several feet deep a.nd puttine; out the :Orunes 

creeping over it. The car wa.s lA-tar dug out, t';{0 na;.'; tires installed~ 

and driven aw~y under its own power. 

}. i'orest officer vri th a crew of 80 men VTaG cub ting a fire line be­

'Cvioon l:Iatilija Creek and the end of' Highway 399. Supervisor Nash-Boulden, 

viewing that section of the fire fron some distance ofr, figured out what 

its behavior would probably be and sent word to this division leader to 

brin~ out his entire crew. The two sections of his 15.ne being a.lmost 

joined and sens ~ng no iw.mec1iate danger from where he vras loco.ted, he sent 
....... ' 
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baok Yford th.~t he would stay for a little while longer and finish his 

line oonstruotiono lTash-Bo~Jlden sent a speedy messenger telling the 

forest offioer in no unoertain terms to get his 0 re\,I out of there immed­

iately. This time the division leader obeyed. The last ~roup of men had 

hardly scrmnbled dovln the hill to a place of safety \vhen the flames swept 

over the aroa. where the entire 80 men hnd been working. Had there been 

a moment's further delay every man in that seotor v{ould have been trapped 

and burned to d.eath. 

Several women, used to outdoor work in the mO\lnt~ins, rendered sign9.1 

servioE) in ci:ling the effort of the fire-fighters. Frs. Ho 1~~. Hunt, 

oomely, slenderly-built horse ranchor of Ojai, WOoS one of theseo She 

won the admiration of Forest Service lea.ders for her coolness and af'fia 

oiency in handling a string of p~ok mules trluwporting supplies to iso­

lated carps. Ers 0 HUl1'l; WH.S credited with D aving a bunoh of bewildered 

fire-fighters from being killed or badly burned when she assUJ:1ed charge 

of the sroup and kept them huddled under wet blankets during one of the 

runs of' the r ire aoros S a creek bottom. 

This larr,e fire had the rosult or speeding up oonstruotion on High­

way 399 which made this large interior region more aocessible. Formerly 

the projeot had been so~ewhat opposed by leading privute citizenna 

oonservationists on the ground th'3.t the ne'!f h:i.ghv.ray would brine; more 

people into the area, and thereby n ~ronter fire risk. Six thousand 

aoros of' the burned area was immediate1y sown "bo mustard seed~ pioneering 

a later standard pro.ctice of mustard sowine; on burned-over chaparral 

Inr~s, to estaThlish a quick, tempora~J ~round C070r for holding the soil 

in place till the na.tive brush oould reestablish itself. The cost to the 

Forest Service of oontrolling this hu~e fire ,was :;~l07 ,000. 
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Fire Prevention 

In the middle tr'ienties and during the thirties there wa.s a oonsider­

able ti~htening up of fire prevention efforts. PArtioular attention was 

paid to sohools and looal foresters, Federal, State and County, redoubled 

their offorts to bring about in all olnsses of people a rea.l:tzation of 

the extreme dry senson fire hazard of 6alifornia' s summer outdoors. Looal 

newspapers and representatives of large oorporations olosely cooperated 

in these efforts o 

The California. Conservs.t1.on Counoil, largely throup.;h its president" 

Miss Pearl Chase of Santa Barbara., worked state-wide to inculc'lte fire 

consciousness in the citizenry of the oOln!'lorrllealth, using every medium 

possible to promote the spread of conserv?t ion practices and fire pre­

vention. Cnlifornia ~ves a tremendous debt of gratitude to this publio­

spirited woman vtho for many long years ho.s given freely not only of her 

time, but of her not inoonsidera~)le fortune a.s well. 

Ca.lifornia. COl1sorv::'.tion -;:leek, fixed by la ... v a.s Earoh 7 to 14 annua.lly, 

has become an instj.tution in the Sta.te. From. her offioe in Santa Barbera. 

Miss Chase direots concentre.ted efforts during this vteek through the 

group of leading conservat ionists a.nd foresters forming the Council" 

utilizing the services of the press, radio and the ent ire educational 

system of ~o.J.irornia.. ::;hile this "Teek is especia.11:v set a.part to omohasize 

the importvnoe of fire prevention A.nd conservation of the stet e 1 s lUl.tural 

resources genorally, the California Conserva.tion Council is a.ctive through 

the entire year as well. 

As a.n illustration of the honest i~nor~nce relative to the fl~shy 

inflammability of the local ve~etative oover on the purt of people from 
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other pa.rts of the no.tion, the followinG incident night be cited: 

On the Hunter-Ligsett i,~ilitary :'lesorvc.tion a body of troops had just 

finished controllinG a lfuoge r;rrl.ss and woodlo.nd fire und(})'· the direction 

of their own and Foro3-1v Service off:i.cers. Since thei~ former bivouac 

cround hud been burned O'..lt b~, tbe fire I the battalion h~.d moved to n. neVl 

C8.np site 0 1'hc Com:n"L'Ylding Officer of the Reservatic;n and forost cffic01·S 

inspecting tho l·~ei,'{ site shortly after i'ot'.nd th~t the tents had been 

pi{~chcd in the t~,ll dry :;rass without any clearing wha"bever; cool-::ing 

Gtovos Vlero ~oin~ full blast Yrithout any protoc't.i va fire eQ,uiproent; solc.iers 

","cre liChtin[; ::;~sol:.p.c la.nterns for niGht use rir-ht in nO-socs of dry 

gre.ss; and !'!On 1'!ere sr.-.okin,~ every":-rhore. The bE:.ttn.lion officers ,-rere 

sO::':0v!ho:-t puzz led as they set about rirepl·Oorin~ their ca11lp in Ilccordan~e 

vrith instant orders by the ca~p cO]';l.l1lander. 

La".; enforcc!:'!ent efforts vrero tightonod '.P1 1,n tho r.1idd le thirties and 

0. OFeoi[.l officer Y[as assir;r:ed to the ?orott for 'chis work, E'l1d to a.ssist 

rnngers in stressinf.; tho need for ,sreD.tar i'ire prevention efforts Or! the 

part of the public. :'esid('nts on priv!1.te land in the foothills nnrl 

!"~ol'.J1.t~dns 'were c8.nvaoscc.l individun.lly by field officers and prevcdl.ed 

upon to c19a.n up weer}::; c..11d trr.sh around their buildi::l.Cs" ·i.nct~,tll sa;:'ety 

£1';,05 in their rosido:.lCOS, ~nd to.l~G other firo preco.utiollS. !i'irc pro­

toction rCCIuirer.!errts in cOn11ecticn \"ri th special use residence }!erl1'i ts 

'Were tie;htened up nr..d :!1)bl1.o utility oOIn?~Ylies, theil.5el,,"es heavy sufferers 

from "tile. l~.nd fires" redoubled. their o7:'forts to fireproof rights of ... ·TO.y 

and instr.ll~t~.n~1s. 

The Forc~~t Sorvice re:::ulA.'l;ior~s 1"Tb:i.ch permitted s!:1okin~ onljr £l.t htui:,an 

ho.bitati,)'13 snd ::-.t inprovcd car-,ps, a.nd the requiremellt~ tho.'~ car.!pors carry 

rire-fi~htins tools were riGid ly enforced~ D.S 'was the car~p r ire perr~·:t 
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system. Open oamp fires wore banned entirely on Los Padres, as on other 

national forests in Southern California. Annu~l fireproofing of public 

oampgrounds beca~e a m~jor job and roadside fire hazard reduotion a stan­

dard practioe 0 Although there were no aotual regulations on the matter, 

in the leta thirties Forest Service crunps and individua.l forest officers 

on Los Pe.dres personally wore urged to use safety matohes exc Ius ive IJT , 

in lieu or the friction vr~iety. 

Next .to actual fire-fi;htinS, from 1930 on. fire prevention beoa~e 

the main work aotivity on the local Forest, fire prevention and fire pro­

suppression 'worle aooounting for the bulk of ~dministrE\tive cost expen­

ditures. The sraatsr part of the money expended in development Was for 

fire proteotion and fire control irnproyements. 

Closures ~~d Restrictions 

Probnbly anticipating later olosure to recreational public use during 

the open fire sea.son, the Santa. :9arbara l.~orning Press of September 2, 1921, 

dec larad I "The forests should be protected but not by looking them up. t1 

In 1931, over 250 miles of national forest boundary was effectually olosed 

to entrance by tho public duo to local ranohers forbidding the use of 

their lands which a. dj oined the boundary or extended over into the na.tion-

0.1 wj thdrawale No extensi va c losure~. hovrever, had yet been put in effect 

on national fores t J.~nds 0 

The population of the coasta.l area. of California adjacent to Los 

Pa.dres National Forest increased sixteen times during the years 1890 to 

1940, e;nd in the latter year the total investment in irrigation and major 

wa.ter control "lorks was some 266 million dollars 0 Expa.ndine automobile 

travel had increa.sed the use of wild lands to an even greoor degree the.n 
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r 
t~t indicatod by the general population increase. The fire risk had 

r thus became I1lD.ny times sreater ~ by the siMple fnct th1l.t he ~vier hUr.lan use 

r of' any area means a greater fire hazord. Althoush portio'1s of tho nc..tion-

al forest had been closed from time to time during ~zardous fire periods~ 

·r irrigators a.nd othors with vested interests dependent upon the forested 

watersheds became quite insistent in their demands that the general pub-

r lie be bp~ned entirely from the use of the n~tio~~l forest are~ durin~ 

r the regular fire season. Closure action VTas not too popular with the 

Forest Servioe, the policies of \arhich were based on the multiple use of' 

r publio lands by the greatest possible rm.r:1ber of people. 

The deer hunting season on Los Padres Forest opens August 1 to 10, 

r and continues till mid-September., The open deer huntin~ season is also 

r the most haza.rdous fire period of the year and. when forest closure be:?;an 

to be advocated, the thousonds of doer hunters SEtG up a mighty howl of 

r protest, sportsmen's or~nnizations allover the stute joining in. In 

1933, Regional Forester~ S. B. Show, approved tl~ plan of Supervisor 

s. A. Nash-Boulden oovering tr~ use of the Gibraltar watershed under a 

speoio.l use permit system whereby tho movements of reoreatione.l users, 

mainly deer hunters I "'ere olosely supervised 0 Sinoe this system produoed 

r rather sucoessful results, a brief history of this special olosure will 

be recounted under a. later heading. 

r In spite of' the shorta.g;6 of man-power, there was only partial 010-

r sure of Ilos Padres nationa.l Forest in 1941, deer ht,nters and other recre-

ationists bein~ o.llor·red to enter most of its area. under the special 

r permit system developed in conneotion with the Gibraltar olosed area. The 

Tt'ores·~ .... ras olosed in p;oneral to recreation use during the .years 1942, 

r 
r 
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1943 and 1944 from the opening of the acti va f'lre season at o. vary1.ng 

dat in June until November 30. Even this closure, hOtvever, left open to 

publio use all public c (.1~mpgrounds alon~ main highways and oounty roads ~ 

end all of the l1t. Pinos reoreation aret".. The former included such ex­

tensi ve 0 a:np ground systems as Arroyo Seoo in 110nterey County, the Figueroa. 

Mt. section" the series of co.r.-ps along the Santa Ynez River, ·~'r.n.eeler Gore:e 

and othors in Ventura County. 

There was compfl.ru'bively little complaint amone tho sportsmen about 

the Forest closure in 1942, pflrtioularl~r since the cOrtT.e.nding general of 

the armed forces in Califonlia had declared it a military necessity. )~ 

imminellt enemy inv9.sion c'!: California bec::tme less during the second year 

of the "Tal", sportsmen' 3 organizations er.lph€ltically protested closure 

restrictions in 1943 ru1d st5.11 more strongly in 1944, even going so far 

as to brin~ all sorts of personal accusations against the supervisor in 

charge of the Fores,!;. He was o9.l1ed a. mo.rtinet, a despot" and accused 

in open meetings of arbitrarily enforcing closure for reasons of his own. 

The more unreasonuble element, resenting 9-Y1Y interference With their 

hunti~6' evan went so far as to accuse the Forest Servioe of paddine fire 

and research statistics to make a case against the hunters as rire-start­

ers. At one large meeting in Sa.nta Barbara, ne~ional Forester S. Bo Short 

told dele~at as fro~ sportsmen's organiza.tions nIl over the state that he, 

end not tho local supervisor, "Tas rosponsible for closure restrictions, 

under the existing; policies and re~u,lations for no.t:5.onal fores of; use and 

protoction 0 

For tho period Deoember 11 to 31, 1943, the State Division of Fish 

& Grone, throt'r;h le~is 1ative action, ostnbl~i.shed a special deer huntin~ 

se9.son in pnrts of LOG PEl.dras ~.rea, to substitute for tll..e summer huntin~ 
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of August and September. From the standpoint of the Forest Service this 

winter deer season ws.s a success, --at least there were no fires in the 

watersheds 0 From the hunters t point of view lit vras a decided failure 

because of the fa.cts of the deer be ing thinner and the meat reputedly less 

palatable. However I of 156 deer actually checked and 'weighed by local 

forest officE-nos I the enimals avertl.~ed only eight and nine pounds l:t~hter 

than deer of the same classes te.kon during the regul ar huntine; senson in 

the yenrs 1936-40. 

DurinG 1944 and the first Months of 1945, there was v. decided trend 

by the cler.r.er thinking class of sportsman to endeavor to develop some 

happy medium whereby the deer hunters would be assured of their sport., 

while at the same time an npproxilP.ate equ!?.l fire protection w~~lld be af­
by 

forded the watersheds e.s that achi.evod/their full closure. Ragional 

Forester ShO\v in a special open lett~r da.ted 1,:arch 12, 1945 g po~_nted out 

th4).t th~{t wa.s exactly what the Forest Service Vl9.S after too, but that tho 

proper c.dninistrntion of public lands to produce the 'major resources, 

vra.ter I h~d first placo 0 So f:reat has been the pressure of orG~nized 

sportsmen f S groups duri~ recent months I th~t local ci vie orGanizations 

and the state Legislature have merrorialized the Forest Service to keep 

Los Padres ?orest o?en the ye~r around to all forms of use. 

Besides Rer;iono.l Forester S. B. Show I Assistmt Re~iol1al li'oresters 

c. Bo l,~orse, F. P. Cronemiller al".d Yr. I. Hutchinson, other Regional 

officers., Ch~so J. l<xaebel of the California Forest and Rrul~e Exper;.ment 

Sta. tiol1 a.nd state offie io.ls Tt".ct Yri th e;ronp s of or gani zed sportsmen fro!'1 

tir.!e to t:i.:r.e without the latter bringing out anythin.~ new' which could 

chance the fundamontal vie"1point of the 11'ores t Service. 

SO;I~e of the rocent proposa.ls of the orr,anized sportsmen include 
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keeping the ontiro Los Padre::: Forest open under a restrioted permit sys­

te~; subst~tutins 0. ,-rinter deer seo.son for the time-honored SUln:mor huntiI1F.;; 

establishing a spri n~ se~son in l~to ~~y nne! ea.rly June and settinj up a. 

split senson, part '!rintorand part sprin?:, or, splittin~ the senson to 

0.110\'[ a half month t s summer hunting on outside lends and fl half month 

on tho nJ.-l.tioll8,l forost during vTintcr and spring. The sportsrr.en t s sug­

gestions a.lso include making each hun'bor a specinl, unpnid deputy fire 

wnrden a.nd allowil1~; only hunters to enter the Fore~t who cOon successf'lllly 

pe.ss a. special exo.mination sho-:iing them to be quo.lified to properly con­

duct themselves in. tho mountnins. The sl~ort man-po'Ncr situa:l:;ion, bio1or~­

iCl).l consideratior.s, and the i..'Tlpossi bility of discrimination a.'1lon~ 

rocroational users of public lands nre all factors against the adoption 

nt present of ~ost of the sportsffien ' 8 recon~endutions. 

The ma·~ter of the ,jo:i.l:t use of Los Padres Forer:t by dependent water 

consumers and hunter .. recre8.ticnistn is by no mea.ns settled. It must 

de!?end upo~ a ~eetin~ of the bes~ minds of Forest Ser".rice ttdministr~:tors 

suo.rdin~ ·water sn~rlies at their sourco, of the St'~.te Department of Ha.turo.l 

Resources charr.;ed Yf:tth proper (\vdministrati0u of the £.:~'e- resourc-e J and a. 

more liberal ~ive ~nd take a.ttitudo on the pevrt of' the sportS!10n themse1vt?so 

Tho (}ibrnltar Closod P.rou 

The Gibrf.l.lt::l.r v:atorshed embraces 273,000 acres e F~esult:i.r.g in a 

cri.ticrd denletion of the w(I:(;er supp ly of Santa BCl.rbarfl. and the valley 

o.djoin:b:~, 37 fires burned over 106,578 ncres of this watershed bet':Teen 

1916 and 1930, e.~d 13 fires an nddi tioYlnl 49,134 acres i.n the yep.:rs of 

1932 and 1933. Only 'fonr of these fires \'tere caused by lightning and 

burned a.n inconseqnential e.rep... Tho bt'.lnnce we~e man-caused" 
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The c lcsed area permit system Was put in effect in 1934. No one 

could enter the nrea without possessing a formal permi'l; which specified 

the parn.ittee's route. the exa.ct period or ti~e he woulc1 be within the 

9.ren and a. detai led p Ip..u of h1.s Movements. The permittee (I.greed in vtri ting 

to all fire restrictior..s imposed, and the permit 'Via.D checkod and signed 

by pe.trolmen contacting him on the sround. InG:ress and egress vra.s throu~h 

10 eked roa.d and trai 1 gate so The permit Was immecli~.te ly re'\'"Ocable for 

violation of any of ~ts provisions, end was sur-rendcred by the holder when 

he left the Fore~t. People vlhoso d::r'ily 'l."mrk took them into the area, 

such as the few residents and employees of local ":'rnt~r companies, were 

provided "lith a sPGci~.l seRsonal permit. 

There w·ere no fires within this area in 1934, nor :in the four yeo.rs 

following, In 1938, the 79 designated ca!r!pin~ places ... which hr:,d been 

fireproofod and equipped with special stoves--.... rere occupied for an aver­

a.ge of thr~e days by from two to 260 people. That. year 99 seA.sonal per­

mits and 2,050 of the temporary use permits were issued. or this latter, 

248 persons used tl1B area. without car.:ping out and 1,802 were actual 

ca.'1'lpers. Resides the contacts at tho checkiI1~ stations I 16691 permittees, 

or 82.5 per cent, wero contacted 1?ersonnlly by forest officers '."Thi1e in 

the preu. Tl:e l~.re;er :!?roporti')~ of uners were deer hunters. 

In their checkup a.t the close of 1938, 10cDl officers ,~rere jubil£l.n-b 

over the success of the plm, but Hash-Bol:!lclen hir.lself franl::ly adrritted 

'l-;hnt the fact of ~o fire:: occurring in the area durin~ a riv~-~reer period 

T!light have in it an ele~.cnt of luc1.:. Ho·w·evcr, a.~o.i.n there were nQ fires 

in the G-il"rD.li.~ar closed (I.rea during 1939, 1940 and 1941, the some pernlit 

system h~d mean·trhile been extended to illC lude p~u-t of the adjoining 

Santa Ka.ria watershed. 
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The fly in the ointment Vie,s the faot that the permit system took a 

largo number of forect guards to errectivel::.T hundle it. Registra.rs must 

be mainta.ined E1.t points of entry for the entire 24 hours of' the daYI 

more patrolmen wore needed, and a re.ther high type of gua.rd personnel 

must be used ir.. the work. l\!orever, funds to ca.rry 011 such intensive 

protection work were not rea.dily availe.ble and dur'ln~ the ·w'o.r years, with 

its man-po'ITer shortages, the special pe:rmi'b system W?s not possible. 

Fire-fi~ht:i.nt; Teohni':J,nes and Equipment 

It is a far cry from the old time ra.ngers of' 1905 f'ightinr; brush 

fires with a feY1 h~.l1t1.tools to the modern fire-fightinr; eqllipment of the 

present dayo Yet the problem of he.ndlin~ brush fires is essentinlly the 

ss.me,--to uso -the lo.st ounce of human effort to control a firo in its 

eorly s'l-;ages and failing thatl to take every advanta.go off'ered by tho 

topor.;ra~hYI na.tural breaks in the cover density, and best use of avail­

able ma.n-poY"ler. 

Durinr~ the years variov.s forms of horse-drs.vr.a fire-line builders 

were 'J.sed by the lo~o I r anger;:; to supplement hand la.bor--o.ll the way from 

pIe.in, he n,".! iron drags to tear the brush oover out by the roC'ts I to 

specip.~lly-desir;ned trail plOY1S. Pm'!ered brush-cutters of various types 

ha.ve been rbried 'Vri th verying degrees of suooess but never ~ecrune stan­

dard eq',1irment. More and more as the yeers rolled by, local r angars re­

sorted to backfiring and the rend fl~J!1ethrowers are now supplemented by 

the powerod type mentioned pretriously I and by the sta.ndard lIa.uol< torch. 

Cheaply constructed fusees v{hich could be ignited and thrown ou'!:; almost 

o.s fast a.s a mrol could "Talk were also used for this purpose. 

The use of tructors and bulldozers for .buildin~ fire linos in front 

-, 
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of or parallel to a.n advancinG fire comIr.enced in the late i;'!Fenties. The 

use of the hea.vier ~ later type of ~'1u11dozers ,one of 'which could tear out 

a fire line faster than a large cre-~i of Men with hand labor, increased 

year by year, ond export operators now take them over steep terr(tin con­

sidered impossible a few years ngoo 

Pack mules continued to Flay n leading part in local fire-fightir..g 

and truck loads of the anirenls, ready for action, can be started rolling 

within a few minutes of the reoeipt of the fire c8.llo A food supply 

truck .. COOlp eqnipment truc!: and trucl(s with fire-fir;htinr; tools sufficient 

to equip hundreds of fire-fi ghters, tl.rc kept loaded at the centrnl ware­

house plant, a nd rolled 011 0. moment's notice from the fire dispatcher when 

a major bJ.~ .. ze is tbreatenedo Primary fire dispa.tching action is taken 

at the district ranGer's headqua~ters and the oentral fire dispntcher 

takes over from th.\t tir.:e on by telephone and rndio contact olearing 

through from t'he scene of the fire. The centre.l wa.rehouse plant and f.11,lla 

depot at Los Prietos have a.ll been built up since 1933. 

The use of tank trueks, started in a. small way in the earl:'l thirtieG, 

has ~re.,.tl:r increfl.sed where roads and truck: trails provide access for 

this typo of equipment 0 Quite often the timely arrival of one of these 

macr.il~s has nipped a starting fire in the bud, or. ccxied it dOVin suffj.c­

iently so tm.t th() mell a.va:i.labla could oontrol it before it reached major 

proportions 0 The regular tonk trucks, lo.rfje end small, arc scattered 

over the Forest, supplero0nted dur5ng the fire sesson by slip-on tank 

units hauled on an ordinary truck bed o 

Aerial forest fire patrol, using YTorld Wer I De Haviland plnnes, Was 

carried on during 1920 and 1921 by Army pilots and Forest Service obsar­

~rors. The planes '\~ere equipped with the crude one-wa.y rs.dio communico.tiOl 
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of that tirr~. The fact that the pa.trolling plane was over a. particula.r 

area for but a. few minutes ea.ch da.y made it a rather weak fire discovery 

supplement to the permanently-manned lookouts. However, even ba.ck in 

the years 1920 to 1930 a.irplanes proved of high vnlue for reconnaissance 

work on major fires. 

In the late thirties airplanes came into Los Pedres fire control 

picture in a big "ro.y and cOmT'lenced to be used in parachuting supplies to 

fire camps. By 1940, this method of do 1i verine; tools, food supplies fU).d 

wp..ter to £ire c em.ps in rou gh are as oecome a re gu lar s tend ard prac tice 

supplementing, however .. rather than repla.oing the slower mule transit o 

In the most rug~ed areas a miss of 0. i'e"f; yards m:I~nt that the parachuted 

supplies might le.nd in the bottor1 of an almost ina.ccessible canyon. Some 

few or the local personnel especie,lly trained in the work becsme quite 

proficient in hittin7, tlw tarGet. 

Fire supprescion crews are the outgrowth of the cee era when small 

spike camps were established out from the ~ain crumps and proved of gre~t 

value in speedin~ up initinl fire ntt~cko These supprcs~ion crews, com­

posed of three or four men are stationed at strateGic points and are in 

realit~y a spearhead, flying squadron of fire-fighters. The nuoleous of 

the cre''T is the foreman, who is often o.lso the driver and oper!'.tor of the 

ta:Jk truck on which the CrfY;T travel to e. fire. In reoent years suppression 

crews hnve been composed ~~inly of 4-F military re~istrants, teon-nge 

boys and men past mili taxy age. 

u. S. "\'featber Eurf)(,.u mobile units o".me into use on major fires about 

riftec~ years ago ~nd proved invaluable in predictin~ the ~reather condi­

tions which so influence the behavior of Los Padres fires 0 rieathar re­

cording il1Struments~ including tho much-used psychromet0rs, ere kept at 
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lookout and guard statio~~, arn fuel moisture measuring gnuges at all 

ranger stations. The rather elaborata ra.dio setup developed in recent 

yeClXs, not only provides cOr.'.nunication from n porta.ble set a.t some point 

on the fire lme to the main fire co.mp, but often direct to the desk of 

the central fire dispatcl~r or to the automobile of the forest auperviso~. 

Tra.ining of personnel is very much empht'.sized on Los Padres. First" 

the forest guord is indoctrinated in ol:;he rud i."n.ents of' his vrork, then la.ter 

his trainin~ j.s continued day after day on the job. If cl:imatio cOl".di-

tions allow, district ranGers aP~ tr~ir oontrol assistants are assembled 

for a quick session to review the first few fires of the season, in order 

to pick up any weaknesses in organization or action. A sor..ewhat similar 

praotice on Los Padres Forest in past years is to hold a board of review, 

often on the r.round, of all mtljor fires, at which the progress of the -:rim 

a.nd the step by step acti on taken to suppress it is throshed out. The 

reoord of any mistakes uncovered or new and improved work practioes de­

veloped is prorrrpt1y cOml!!uT}i0ated to all officers of the unit. 

Fire Sto.tistics 

Betvleen the first 1898 withdrawnl of the forest reserves now com-

P ris iug Los Padre s Forest 9.nd 1908 there VTcre re lati va ly fevT fires and 

not many mo.jor ones 0 'foore VIere o.1so fev: forest users in those roadless, 

pre-automobile da.ys. Reconstruoting such records as exist, there were 

not more them an averar;e of 1,000 hunters annua.lly during tha.t period, 

and possibly twice as m~lny more picnickers using areas c lose to centers 

of popUlation. 

As population end use of the Forest in-creased, the nu.noer of fires 

30m area burnod mcree-sed als 0, 107 fires 1?urning over 27,000 e.cres be-
-'. 

t\'rcen 1908 and 1910. Be"b!j(~en 1911 nr-d 1920, a total of 111,876 acres 
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burned inside the na.tional rore~t boundaries and durinc; tho period 1921 

to 1925, approxima.tely one fourth of the total a.crea~e of the Forest wa.s 

swept by fire 0 

A study of Los Pe~dres fire records shovTs th9.t in the face of in­

oren.s ing public us 0 and eons equant hi ghar fire risk, a. relatively smaller 

. acreage VIas burn.ed over, even thou~h the protection force did not increo..se 

cCJn'li.:snsurntely with the increase of the ntunber of users 0 On Los Padres 

there is a.lso a heavy volume of fire risk from transient motorists, not 

classed as Forest users 0 Durinc; the l5-year period, 1926 to 1940, a 

total of 428 f;.res burned over 423,440 acres. 'fheze figures, however, 

include the fi:a.ti1ija Fire of 1932" covering 219,255 ncres. Such a fire, 

while possible, is not now' at all probv.ble because of better transpor­

tation routes, modern fire-fiGhtin~ equipment" highly-trained and more 

strategl.co.lly-locn.tod personnel. 

Fire sta.tistics e;i van in this history do not include a large nU!:tber 

of fires fought outside the national forest and checked bofore crossin~ 

the boundary l:tr..eo As a. measure of thl.s. fires which actually entered 

the Forest burr~d also 41,570 acres of outside lands during 1941 to 1944, 

inclusive, while the burned area inside the Forest was 15,089 acres. 

While D. larGer protection force was actna1ly authorized during war 

yen]: s, man-power "T('\.S scnree and the peak number of Los Padres fire pro­

teotion personne 1 re!.\ched in 1944 was IS6 men--e..nd womeno Fourteen of 

this number were cr.1r>loyed on the Hllnter-Li~~ett l!~ilito.r'J Reservation. 

During the 20-year period of 1921 to 1940 a grnnd total of 927,978 

acres burned over insido Los Padres N~tiona.l Fore~_~ t by 679 fires. 1:Iinety 

of these fir08 wero started by lightning but burned over only 13~152 

acres. In tbese 'b.·fO decades 871, III aores, or nlrro:;t 94 par cent of the 
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to·l:;al I?xea burned, resulted from blazes occurring during the months of 

July, AUGUst and September which inc;ludes the open deer season. Recrea­

tional use of the Forest durin~ other periods of the year was pretty 

well concentra.ted within. improved camp grounds~ or :i.n the sprine; months 

along the compa.r8~tively few fishing streams 0 During the deer hunting 

season pe ople '.a,rere s ca.ttered fa.r and wide over the entire na.tional forest 

area, including sections of the great~st fire risk. The figures are in­

dicati ve of the fire three.t to Los Padres chapo.rral cover during these 
H 

critical months. (See Appendix p) 
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It goes without saying thnt post-war years will 1"fitness increased 

use of Los Padres National Forcst 0 HaD-vier use '\\"1.11 inevitably brj.ng 

greator fira rink a~d the need for erlsier a.ccessibi1ity. ~."ihen fires are 

ragins, tr~il tr~v01 is slow, and the cost of replacing mule trails with 

even lo\'{ standard truck trflJ,ls into the back oouniajr is almost prohibitive, 

to say nothing of their heavy annuo.1 mninterumce costs. The cooper3.tive 

use with the 1.rrr:ff forces of jeeps dl:.ring war years ror the rescue of air­

plane OrEJI1TS and other purposes and experir.ients '~Tith helicopter planes, 

opened up n~ vistas of trunsportntion possibilitieso 

In 1944, the Rer;io!:r.l :?oresi;er inaUGurated a dot aile d study alon~ 

this lino~ oo-vering a.lnoot one million acres of the r".lggedest part of 

the Forest lying botrTeen Highw3.y 399 a.nd the coast section. Within this 

rough country th9ro are nino entire townships without the s 1i;~~ht93t vestige 

of 0. roo.d. The detailed plan f5.nally worked out calls for tho construc­

tion of' ap?roxiI!'..atcl:~.r 400 miles of jeep trails conneoting with main truck 

trails or roads and six helicopter stations. Each helicopter station 

Vlill havo a ni.ne .. mD.l1 barraol~ "7ith hanGars for two machines and neoessary 

facilities. ",';1ula the old ori~in~l r;round pla.n of motor-mlYs and trails 

would cost seven [mel one-qua.rtor million dollars to construct, the ne.'r 

aerial plan could be put in orer!l.tion a.t 0. cost of one a.nd one .. quartor 

million dollars. 

The )i'orost Ser"rice enf,in.eers figured th.~_t u-"lder the regulation :;round 
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plan the annu€l.l maintenance cos'b or 'the improvem.ents neoessary would 

a.m.ount to 0118,985, whi:b under the proposed helicopter plan the annual 

upkeep coat s would. be 030,3040 All in a.ll, over the entire areD. of ap-

prox:hr.ate ly O!le million acre3, ground fire control coota fiGured out "be 

$ .062 per acre arJd the proposod helioopter method to ~: .026 per a.cre. 

There is no que~tion of some form of tre use of jeeps in forant fire 

oontrol work aftor the 1"Tsr is over, and Government experimonts ,-rith tho 

heliooptor 1'lu...", indica.to that this t~I1>0 of equipment nny also oome into 

'wider use in rugr.;ed r orest nre a.s • Anyt'rrJ.Y, the !i'ores t Servioe is prepAxod 

to give it a fau· tryout on Los Padres National Forest. 

Besides its ndr..ptability for low-flying reconnaissa.noe over ;:;Oi116 

fires, the study disclosed ths.t the helicopter vrould be adapted ;Cor the 

tm.r.nport of re lief fire-l'ie;h-coT3; it 'W ould gre':'.t l~r speed up initial at-

tack; th":'.t it offered. possibilj.ties of deliver~1 of hot food to firefighters 

without the necessity of !!l.aintaining l!?r.bo fire ca~ps. and tha.t it'ViouJ.d 

provide a gro(l.ter eJ.e~ent of sarety for men on the fire lino--the lMt-

na.ned 1'..lL important lTlB.tter :i.n the case of f9.st-sprea.din~ fires. This 

proposed plan of helic()?ter use by the Forest Service is based .. of courso, 

on heavier carrying cf:'.pacity of nachines which some proponents of this 

form of transportation believe feasible. 

Plt'l.nned Post-~:ro.r Deve lopr.tent -.-----

Y'ihile helico'!?ter use is perhaps not a.n immodiat'3 p03t-wnr proba.bili ty, 

in accordance with the general ~orest Ser~rice plan of post-Wr.lr develop-

ment, JA>s Padres officers hit w presented to the ~~er:;i ('I~l Forester a. 

1enf!.thy pro~r~.r!l of much-needed post-·w·~ work. Los Padres program wa.s 

split into ~no sections, one covering a seven-yenr--or ultir.atc-pl~ of 
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developmont, the other called a one .. yeer plan which included only projects 

that could be immediately undertaken, Nld for which detailed blueprints 

were available 0 

The proposed one-year plsn provides for 434 man-ye~rsl employment; 

the intermediate, or three-year plan, 2, 400 mnn-ye~rs, while the seven­

year plan includes 5,274 ron-years of development vrorko Plans for all 

the work to be d one are based on the present aren. of' !,ublic forest l~l1d, 

althout;h it is quite prob0b Ie that with the genera.l Government pro~ram of 

forest ~nd ey.clU4~g0 and acquisition of sub-m~r~inal farm lands, the pub-

lic forest land area. wj.1.1 be np!,rec lab 1:( increased. 

Los Padres lone-year poSt.',"lo.r program includos 140 miles of roadside 

fire hazard reduction, "'hich, with other fire hazard reduction work, \'Till 

provide 8,086 man-ds.ys' employment. ~{fith vtater ple.~'ing a.n ever-i!lcren.si~ 

important role in fire control, the plan calls for the deve lopment of 

45 springs with pipe ll.nes a.nd tanks for £,i Iling pumper tank trucks J and 

the conotruction of 80 o.ddi·~io!"...al ca.chr.1ont bnsins where no living water 

exists. Other proj ects are one hundred miles of new telephone lines; the 

construction of one new pri!~ary lookout l'lant and replacement of six old 

ones; the cons truction of' tw'enty suppression crew barracks vnth their 

conpe.nion service buildings I and four ne"'.'" fire suard sta'tdon pla.nts where 

only tento or makeshift sh~cks s.ro no",v provided. 

Durinr; the last ye<' rs of pence" public co..~pgrounds were taxed to their 

utmost to provide accomodations for the thousands of visitors. Los Padres 

immodiate post-"'.·t~r plan, therefore, invol-~c:J improvement of 60 public 

car.tps,--o. few to be constructed at new sites, extension in area of others, 

and the addition of fo.ci11 ties where public demand is p;routest. Besidos 

'"{!l.ter deve lopment, stub ronds I pastures, parkin!!, facilities, and. other 
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improvements, oa.mping oonvenienoes plamwd to be added include 326 rook, 

oement ~d iron Klruno.th stoves; 42 barbecue pits; 413 of the heavy type 

oamp tables; 78 garbage pits; 9 inoinera:cors, and 139 latrine buildings 0 

In the wntter of post-w~r jobs, Los Padres Forest can provide an 

immense volume of worthvrhile work on lands ovmed by the people themselves, 

lands whioh will greatly increase in public value as tirne marches ono 



}.PPENDIX A 

COUNTY 
l'ota1 
County 
Area 

============~==(~Acres) 
:VEli:rURA 

:S~~ LUIS OBISPO:2 1 128,640 

: 1:0 :'ITEREY 

. . 

Relat0d Areas bv Counties - Los P~dre3 no.ti~!)!tl Forest 
-----,--~~~~!~'--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

:Publicly-m'l'ned -:No. of 
:National Forest:lndividunl: 
:land (Acres) :Fnrms 

1,745 

632,657 1,339 . . 
187,896 1,916 

316,607 1,999 

. 

Tot~l 
Farm 
Lands 
(Acres) 

158 1 898 

151,L163 

351,369 

280,262 

: :::-rrigated :r:.\rm :~t)ta.1 

: Lands :Produotion :Population: 
: (..A..cres) :Value :1940 

:1941 :Census 
: . . 

85,883 :!~~32 ,606,410: 69,685 

: : 
39,970 :;~15,931,522 : 70,555 

11,263 :~161361JOOO : 33,246 

: 
:102,278 ! .,:132 ,839 ,670: 73,032 

: 

'i'.:finera,l · · Produotion s 
1940 

· · -· · 020,647,881 

$ 8,045,351 

<!'> v 491,329 

$ 307,177 

: TOTALS :7,201,280 :1,694,038 : 6,999 941,992 :239,394 ~~97,737,602: 246 ,513 ~29,491,738 
: 

:r =-=n.~~= ... ===-

Note: 
(Over 23~ of land area in the 4 counties is Nationa.l 
Forest land. l 'here ere 222,566 acres pri-v~te land 
n.ddi tiona.l inside the IJational Forest boundaries, 
maki:1g 26 o6~; or total land area. inside Los Padres 
£Jational Fore::;t.) 

\ 
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APPE1'IDIX B 

IOS PADRES NATIO!'7AJ., FOREST IJ.P2'ES MID l~M.s 

("Sp." - Spnnish; "lit - Indian) 

Adobe (Sp.) - Sun-dried brick 
Alnmitos (Spo) - Small poplar tree 
Aliso (Sp.) - Alder tree 

. Alta. or Alto (Sp.) - High 
Angeles (Sp.) - ~tnbels 

. Antonio (Sp.) A..l1.thony 
Arroba (Sp.) 25 pounds 
Arroyo (Sp.) - Creek 
}~uncion (8r..) - Ascension 
Atasoadero (S~.) - Deep, miry place 

Bautista (Sp.) - Bnptist 
Bani to (S~).) - Bonodictine friar or nun 
Blanca (Sp.) 0 White . 
Botn (Sp.) - Leather bag - usually wine bag 
Bueno (Jp.) - Good 

Californios (~l?) - l."eJ:ico.n-Cal ifornians 
Caliente (Sp.) - Hot 
Camino (3!?) - aoad 
Canada (Sp.) - Valley 
Ca.lTIuesa (Sp.) - (Corr1lpted ~ar..nza) Buckskin 
Carpenteria (Sp.) - Carpenter 
Cerro (Sp.) - Fill 
Chaparro.l (Sp.) - Hen~r brush 
Chuohup~.te (I) ... Yollovl flower 
Ciol0 (Sp.) - :iigh or Sky 
Coche (~)p.) - Pig 
Ctll'nbre (Sp.) - Crest; summit 
Cuesta (S:1.) - Slope or r;rade 
Cuyruma (I) - Petrified oyster shell 

Fanega. (Sn.) - 100 pounds 
Figueroa (S~.) - Caotus 

Gaviota (~;p.) Saar;ull 
Goleta (Sp.) - Schooner 
Gorda (Sp.) - Fat; bro~d 

Hacienda. (Sp.) - Forn:.a.l garden 
Huero (Sp.) - Em~ty; void 

Ito (Sp.) - Small 
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Jolon (Sp.) - Va.lley of dea.d oaks 
Juan (Sp.) - Jolm 
Junca.l (Sp.) - !.:e.rshy, rush-co-vel"ed ground 

L9.rga (Sp.) - Long 
Lomao (Sp.) - Grounds 
Lor.lpoc (I) - Shell :nounds or village 
I.Jos (Sp.) - The 
Los Padre <~ (Sp.) - The Fe.thers 
Lucia (Sp.) - Lucy 

.Luis (Sp.) - Louis 

Hadre (Sp.) - t~other 
Me-dern. (Spo) .. -:::ood; timber; lumber 
1!adulce (Sp.) - Stre:::-Tberry 
EantnnzB. (Sp.) - S laughter ground 
l:o.nze.nq (Sp.) - Ap?le 
Karcos (Sp.) - lTark 
l:o.ripos9. (Sp.) - Butterfly 
J,!iguel (Sp.) - liichael 
l:i&Ue Ii to (Sp.) - Li tt 10 1.:ic h~e I 
l'Ii Ipi tas (Sp.) - Gardens or fie Ids 
!I:ono (Sp.) - :',:oPJ.:-cy or mi:nio 
l.:orro (Sp.) - Bluff or headland 

No.ci.miento (Sp.) - Birth; The trati vi ty 
Nojoqui (I) - Hone:rmoon 
Noroeste (Sp.) - Hortheast 
rruestra (Sp.) - Ou.r 
Obispo (Sp.) - Bishop 
Ojai (1) - Nest 
Ojitos (Sn.) - Soall eyes 
o ~ 0 (S p : ) .. - Be ~.r • 
Ozena (Sp.) - A sore of the nostrils 

Padre (Sp.) - Fa.ther; priest 
Pa.so (Sp.) Pa.ss 
Paula (Sn.) - Pauline 
Piedra (Sp.) - r.~ocl: or stone 
Pinos (Sp.) .. Pines 
Pismo (I) - A place to fish 
Pojo (Sp.) - Louse (corrup'bed "piojol1) 
Potrero (Spo) - Pasturo 
Po~o (Sp.) - 'dell; pond 
Presidio.l (;3p.) - 1<i1i. tary 
Prietos (Sp 0) - Dr:trk color 
Purifioacion (Sp.) - !-.:aking pure 

Ranchero (Sp.) - Rancher 
Rnncho (Sn.) - l~ftnch 
Refu~io (Sp.) - aefuge; retreat 
Reliz (Sp.) - Ln~dslide 
Riata (~p.) - Lasso or halter 
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Rico (Sp.) - Rich 
Rincon (Sp.) - Lurki!l~ placo or corner 
Robles (Sp.) .. Oaks 
Rodeo (Sp.) • !.Ii vestock ronndup 

So.lin~tS (Sp 0) - Salt Earsh 
Snlsipuedas (Spo) - Get out if you can 
San or Santa (SP.) - Saint 
Santa Cruz (Sp.) .. Holy Cross; saintts cross 
Seco (Sp.) - Dry 

. Senor (Sp.) - Sir or mister 
Sellori to. (Sp 0) .. Un1ll9.rried woman 
Sespe (I) .-Village 
Sierra (::~p 0) - SD..'\'Ttooth range 
Sisar (Sn.) - Pilfer 
Soledad (Sp.) - Lone ly 1'lo.ce 
Sur (Sp.) .. South; south w~.nd 

Ta.S~···j9.ra (Sp.) .. 1te9.t-dryi~~ place (corrupted spelling) 
TelT€Cu.la (r) - liising sun 
Temsos.l (I) - SW88thouse 
Tejon (Sp.) - Badger 
Topa (I) .. Gopr'.er 

Vaquero (Sp.) - Cowb~J 
Ventana (3p.) - :,'iindo\'T 
Verde (Sp.) - Green 
Vanta (Sp.) - Sale 
Ventura (Sp.) - Fortune 
Visitadores (Spo) - Visitors 

Ynez (Sp.) - AGnes 

Zaca (Spo) - Large Leather bag 
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APPENDIX C 

Forest He~orYo Dnd Hatio~-:~ 1 Forest 
l..rea Chonr:e::, Lon radres Np .. tioll:c:tl l('orest 

UNIT MID .ACTIO·~! 

Pine l,7t. !r. Z~cn Lake F'orest Haserve 

Proclc.l'ration cr0c.tin.~·~, 
" adclin:$, 

San'ba Ynez ~o~csi~ neserve 

.Proclr.mation croatinG, 

S(\n Lui3 Obispo li'orest P.cserYe 

}::o..rch 2, 1898 
June 29, 1898 

Octo 2, 1899 

Proclruration cror--3::i.n~, June 25, 1906 
tt eTfnr;;atin~J July 1, 1908 

(Hs.me ch~nced to San Luis Forest Reserve) 

proclr~atiol1 cr~~ti.ng~ 
adC'.J.l1!'$ , 

Pin!;llClGS Forest R.eserve 
Proclor.~ation crt) 'l+.5.T"G, 

San BO!1ito :Jc,:::lC'r:s.l ?orest 
Proc1D.~a.tion cro[{!:;in:" 

Jun9 25, 1906 
J~.!1. 9, 1908 

July 18 .. 1906 

Octo 26, 1907 
Oct. 26" 1907 

~·fm. KcKin1ey 
It u 

To Rooseve It 
" It 

T. Roosevo It 
" It 

n It 

n 

Executi va Order COT1.BO l:i.dntinr.: 
1.:onterey national r,'oreGt 

throe wmediately above as 

Proe In.r!!'.tion c.ddin~~, --It e lin: "f'lf2.t j.1:::; 

Pinno.c les IJrlt iO:"Etl }tlora r.~t s.nd 
other are ~n , 
Proclane.tion eli~1.nf).tinfl", 

.-' 

So-nte. BD.rb~ra Forest 2eseryc 

Procl~J':'!_f:.tio~ .co:-:~h·L~r5.n~ Pine Et. & 
Z~C'l J-n.1:e 2: S~"f:tr. Ynez l~oserves 
Proclru::ation uddi~!r;, 

tt II 

Executi va Order ch9ne~inf; nPJT:.G of 
forost to Santa. Bnr"bl:..ra l\;a=tro~lD.l 
Forest 
Exectl:bi ve Order nddins., 

It It tr~.nsf'erriw. to 
An~~e1es No.tior'D.l :,i'orest 
ProcltU:"o.tion r.ddinr~ San Luis 
Hatio:la1 ?Ol"cs"li to Santa BRrb9.r~ 
Hat :Lonal For~n;t 

July 2, 1908 tt n 
Doc. 12" 1910 !,'l'm. II. To.ft 

Dec. 12, 1910 
Septo 5, 1916 

Dec. 22, 1903 
Dec. 22, 1903 
Oct~o 3" 1906 

Jul~r 1, 1908 
July 1, 1908 

July 1, 1908 

Juno f3" 1908 

n n 

-i·{oodrovr Yiilson 

rr. Rooseve It 
n t1 

tt t1 

II tt 

It 11 

T • Roosevelt 
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ACRES 

1,144,594 
500,000 

1,64'1,594 

365,350 
7,::;60 

·357,990 

335,495 
25,105 

360,600 

14,J.08 

14:0,,069 

7,690 

21,527 
140,427 

48~729 

144,144 

53,720 

8,640 

357,990 
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APPENDIX C (c ont' d) 

UNIT .tI2J) ACTIO?Y 

Proc 1 t'.r.1 a.t ion e li;-.~.patin~ I 
1t 1" . t"-e ~r.l.1.nD. J.n G I 

Executive Ordor ucF.i 1~onterey 
------.;,' .-

No F. to SantQ T~r..r1J~.rfl. 1T. F. 
Proc1D.mn.tioll oli!!1in8.tinc:, 

" !!..aEsf~rr in,:'; to 
An~eles National Forest 
Ad2uGted areal Santo. Barbara N.F. 
Executive Order ch:., .. n~ins nome to 
Los Padres Natior:al For'Jst 
Adjusted SUl'"1reys Gives Gross area 

168. 

DATE PR3S I1JEi'IT } .. CRES 

June 9, 1913 VIoodr(J.v Wi Is on 86,634 
June 15, 1914 n It 333,240 

}.u.:; • 18, 1919 n tt 360,464 
Sept. 30., 1925 Calvin Coolidge 4.289 

Sopt. 30 1 1925 n It 265,538 
Dec. 31, 1925 2,018,814 

Deo. 3, 1938 F. D. Roosevelt 
June 30~ 1944 2,016,088 



r }.PPElmIX D 

r 
r 
r 
r PERIOD 

r 1910 to 1915~ incl. : 
1916 to 1920, It 

r 1921 to 1925, tt 

1926 to 1930, n 

1931 to 1935, " 

r 1936 to 1940, u 

1941 to 1944, n 

r 
r 
r 

r r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
r 

" 

Gro.zin~ Use, Los P£'.dres Hationo.l Forest 
1910 to 1944.----· 

AvoruGo .luul1.1~.1 Use Durinr~ Periods Shown. 

Eo. of l'Io 0 of ~ro • of 
Permittees Co.tt Ie !J.nd Shee1} ~.nd 

Harnes i}OD.ts 

285 10,913 6,903 
252 9,614 6,100 
219 9,549 5,457 
182 8,79A 4,278 
144 6,215 3,283 
148 5,897 44 
141 5,978 25 

169. 

}To. -of" 
Hogs 

285 
158 

54 
liJ'one 
None 

2 
Nor!.e 

/ 
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APPENDIX E 

Mon~erey 

San Luis 

Sant~ Maria. 

Sante .. Barbaro. 

Cuyama 

Ojai 

l:t. Pinos 

170. 

Ra.n~er Districts, Iros Padres lJational ~rest 

-1944-

GE!\~RAL IDC ATIOl'! 

All of National Forest 
in l\~onterey Count-y 

Sru!to.. 1.7aria River 
l~ortrr!reGt 'ho Asunoion 

Santa 1"\~aria Ri-ver 
Southeast to Central 
Sun Ra.f~.e Is 

Sante. Yoo z Range &: 
south s lopes of San 
Ra.fo.els 

Horth slopes Sa.n 
Ra.fuels east to 
hendwnters Cuyrona 
River 

North of Sn.."'1tfl C l~..ra 
B.a."1.U Oj~i Valleys 

GROSS 
.AREt .. 

DISTRICT I-:1!ADQUAP.TERS (ACRI-;S) 

Kine City, Co.lifornie. 360,494 

San Luis Obispo, Calif. 192,081 

Se.nt a l:~a.ria, Cal:tfornia. 295,685 

Los Prietos R~ger stso, 291,545 
22 miles from Santa 
Barb9.ra. 

Cuy~a Raneer Station 368,373 
in center of C"'.lYf'.me. 
Ve11ey (Haricopo., Ca.lif.) 

Ojai, Ce.lifornio. 268,763 

Frn.zier 11':to, Ut. Pinos Chuchupa.te Ranger 239,147 
and Upper Piru Creek Station (Fro.zier 
sections P~.rk, California) --------------------- ------------------------~--------~-----------------

TOTAL GROSS Mt8A, Los Padres National Forest 
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APPENDIX F 

Transportation and Struotura1 ImprovemeI~s 
Los Padres iTationo.l Forest as of June 30, 

-1944-

CLASS OF PROJECT !:ITIES 

. Forest Highffays and Truok Trails 1,39007 

Trails, horse travel 2,224 

Th're llings 

Companion structures 

Offices 

Shops 

Warehouses and Storehouses 

Telephone Lines 823 

Lookout Houses & Towers 

Fire Control Wo.ter Fncilities 

Firebreaks 115.6 

Ma.jor Improved Camp grounds & picniC areas 

Range Fences 4403 

Improved stock driveways 5 

Rance lSater Development 

171. 

NUNBER 

47 

41 

70 

5 

14 

38 

25 

28 

108 

103 

v . 
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}.PPENDIX G 

Period 

1910 to 1915 

1916 to 1920 

1921 to 1925 

.1926 to 1930 

1931 to 1935 

1936 to 1940 

1941 to 1944 

Speoial Use Permits in Effeot on Los Padres 
Nc.tio!'lo.l To'orest , 1010 - 1944 

Avera.r:,e liumber of Porrr.:i.ts 

172. 

in Efr8ct Ann~.~nJ.ly 
--~ Other Special use Permlts Resicences 

3 316 

29 349 

81 449 

136 355 

149 360 

183 385 

198 393 
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APPENDI.X H 

Las PADRrJS NATIOJTAL FOID~ST FTItE RECORD BY PERIODS 
- 1908 to 1944 -

173. 

:Humber of f:i.res:(l) 
:l1an- : Light-

Period :oaused :ning Total 

:'fot!ll ~reo, :Totnl n'mber : S"~ ~ 
:burned inside :o!: forest Uflers: § ~: 
: national :durino; !?t3 riod : ~ g c., 

I :forest (nores): (3) : ~~~ 
(2) • ~ 0 1 

• rn ::s ~ 

1908 to 1910 

1911 to 1915 

1916 to 1920 

1921 to 1925 

1926 to 1930 

1931 to 1935 

1936 to 1940 

1941 to 1944 

°Estimated. 

. : 

98 : 

212 

300 

239 

106 

: 129 

125 

279 

. . 

12 

5 

11 

52 

6 

107 

230 

315 

251 

. . 

III . : 

140 

: 177 

285 

27,051 

31,995 

111,876 

504,538 

93,193 

284,524 

15,089 

· · · · 
· · 

· · 

· · 

6,0000 

21,,0000 

75,0000 

148,507 

342,920 

481,790 

(1) Does not include fires entirely outside n..'l.tioI1.al forest. 

(2) Includes only area burned inside national foresto 

(3) Does not include through travel or oasual visitors. 

(4) Short term ror~st guard sorvices 6xl?ress in man-years. 

• '-*'" ~~.~ 
• ~ c: 

~ ~ 
(') a 
(l) I-

(4) 

: 14 

: 

· · 

18 

23 

28 

32 

40 

64 

66 
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Forest. ray 6" 1927. Foref:l~ Service files, San Francisco & Santa. 13nrb~ra.. 

Fultz, Frar-cis I~ 0 1'he Elfin Forest or Co.I ifornia. Ti.'!l.es -F:i.rror Pross, 
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