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POt GrOW Site CLeAnUP
ForestWatch volunteers fully cleaned up 
a marijuana grow site and removed 450 
pounds of trash, 1.5 miles of irrigation 
tubing, 50 pounds of fertilizer, one pound 
of pesticide, and more.

CAPe ivy remOvAL
In late June, volunteers braved the heat 
of Mission Canyon to remove invasive 
cape ivy from one of the most important 
creeks in the Santa Barbara front country.

DAm remOvAL
Removal of the San Clemente Dam, a 
106 foot tall dam on the Carmel River 
in Monterey County, was completed 
this fall.

WeSt CUeStA riDGe CLOSUre
Following a LPFW volunteer cleanup US Forest 
Service officials have decided to close the road to 
West Cuesta Ridge to combat the problems that 
area is facing like target shooting and off-road 
vehicle trespass.

FrACkinG LAWSUit
ForestWatch joined forces with the Center 
for Biological Diversity and Green Justice to 
oppose a federal plan to open up more than a 
million acres of public land and mineral rights 
in central California to drilling and fracking.

SAntA BArBArA WiLD!
In September, nearly 200 ForestWatch 
supporters gathered at the Toad&Co courtyard 
and raised over $29,000 for forest conservation. 

tAmAriSk SUrvey
In the hot summer months, ForestWatch 
volunteers surveyed nearly 10 miles of the 
Santa Ynez River for invasive tamarisk.

ChAPArrAL PrOteCtiOn
ForestWatch submitted a letter to the Forest Service, 
urging them to reconsider plans to construct a 6-mile-
long, 300-foot-wide fuelbreak in a remote area along 
the crest of the Gaviota Coast. The agency is seeking 
to fast-track the project without environmental review 
by claiming that it is “wildlife habitat improvement.”

GrAzinG rePOrt
In a recent survey commissioned by ForestWatch, 
biologists concluded that improperly managed livestock 
grazing near Figueroa Mountain is stunting the growth 
of blue and valley oak seedlings. We forwarded the 
report to the Forest Service as they consider whether to 
renew the grazing lease in this area.
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LooKiNg aCross

the Forest
an update on how we're protecting your region
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ShOOtinG Site CLeAnUP
Over the course of a few hours, 14 
ForestWatch volunteers collected nearly 
400 pounds of microtrash in the Sespe 
Creek watershed.

SAve SAntA PAULA CAnyOn
In an effort to ensure that 19 new oil wells 
undergo proper environmental review, Forest-
Watch launched a campaign to show public 
support to protect our wild places.

tAr Creek CLOSUre
The US Forest Service has announced that federal 
law enforcement officers will be strictly enforc-
ing the closure of the Tar Creek trail through the 
Sespe Condor Sanctuary.

LOGGinG mOnitOrinG
This year’s exceptional drought is taking a toll on conifers throughout 
the Los Padres National Forest. Officials recently estimated that as 
many as one million trees have succumbed to drought-induced bark 
beetle infestations in the Los Padres. ForestWatch is monitoring the 
agencies’ responses to ensure that they don’t propose commercial 
logging operations that would do more harm than good.

OjAi WiLD!
In April, more than 250 ForestWatch members 
and guests gathered at the Thacher School’s 
Diamond Hitch Camp to raise $60,000 to 
support our ongoing forest conservation efforts!



So often, the odds are 
stacked against the envi-
ronment.
Thank goodness for orga-
nizations like ForestWatch 
that balance those odds 
and turn them around to 
favor the things that are 
truly important in our lives 
– open space, clean air and 

water, abundant wildlife, the great outdoors, 
and all the benefits they bring to our local com-
munities.
Case in point: Santa Paula Canyon and our 
efforts to save it from runaway oil development. 
An oil company wants to drill up to 19 new 
wells along the Santa Paula Canyon trail, one 
of the most popular hiking trails leading into 
the Los Padres National Forest. Despite over-
whelming public opposition and hundreds of 
pages of strong legal and scientific evidence 
in our favor, a majority of our elected officials 
recently agreed to fast-track this drilling proj-
ect without preparing a current environmental 
impact report – clearly violating state law.
Naturally, from day one, the odds were stacked 
against us. Big Oil has a stranglehold on local 
politics. Their money talks, and their influence 
is pervasive. But we have the law on our side. 
We have the science on our side. And we have 
you – our members and supporters – on our 
side.
ForestWatch has built a decade-long track 
record of protecting the Los Padres National 
Forest from development. Each time the oil 
industry seeks to gain access to another canyon, 
mountain, or other wild landscape of our local 
backcountry, we’ve fought back.
And each time, we’ve won. With long hours, a 
passion for preservation, and a tenacity to never 
give up, we push back against forces with bud-
gets several magnitudes greater than ours. We 
restore that balance, deliver results, and keep 
our local forest protected for current and future 
generations to enjoy and explore.
Santa Paula Canyon is worth protecting. And 
with you by our side, we’ll continue to do 
everything possible to protect it and the other 
gems that make the Los Padres such a wonder-
ful place. 

jeff kuyper, 
Executive Director 
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We are very excited to welcome Serena 
Kelsch to the ForestWatch team as our new 
Director of Membership and Advancement. 
Serena brings more than 15 years of experi-
ence building and nurturing relationships 
in the community to support nonprofits 
in meeting their mission. As Director of 
Membership and Advancement, Serena 
works with the local community to engage 
and raise the resources necessary to protect 
and preserve our local heritage. 

However, with regrets we say goodbye 
to Pat Veesart. Pat is a founding member 
of the Board of Directors of Los Padres 
ForestWatch. As he retires this year, we 
would like to honor his nine years of service 
and recognize the tremendous role he has 
played in shaping land conservation efforts 
throughout the Central Coast and beyond.

PAGe 3

U
S 

Fi
sh

 a
nd

 W
ild

lif
e 

Se
rv

ic
e

Base
CaMP

PAGe 4

Im
ag

e 
C

ou
rt

es
y 

of
 T

im
 H

au
f

adVoCaCY CaMPaigN

saVe saNta PauLa CaNYoN!

This summer, Los Padres ForestWatch launched a campaign to 
protect one of Los Padres National Forest’s most spectacular areas.
Located in Ventura County between the towns of Ojai and Santa 
Paula, Santa Paula Canyon is a spectacular natural area that has 
been degraded from neglect and disuse over the years.
The canyon supports a broad diversity of ecosystems that provide 
habitat for several rare and imperiled wildlife. The canyon is close 
to the Sespe Condor Sanctuary and condors are frequently seen 
soaring overhead. In addition, Santa Paula Creek provides criti-
cal habitat for endangered steelhead trout and is a top priority of 
fisheries biologists seeking to restore historic steelhead runs in our 
region.
The trail that runs along the length of the canyon is one of the 
most traveled trails in the forest, with as many as 100,000 visitors 
each year. This trail winds its way through dense riparian cover 
and up into the chaparral for breathtaking views of the Topatopa 
Mountains. It serves as a gateway to the Sespe Wilderness, hosts 
three backcountry campsites, and leads to some of the best swim-
ming holes and waterfalls in the national forest, including the Punch 
Bowl.
Recently, the largest oil company in California proposed to add 19 
new wells to the mouth of the canyon - more than doubling the cur-
rent number - and they relied on a 37 year old EIR to avoid complet-
ing a proper environmental impact study.

In an effort to halt this unchecked and risky expansion, Los Padres 
ForestWatch launched our campaign to save Santa Paula Canyon. 
We have filed appeals on multiple grounds, including the argument 
that the environmental conditions had changed - steelhead trout 
were using the creek again, and condors were once again roosting 
nearby. Conditions require a new environmental impact report by 
law. 
Regardless of reason, the Ventura County Planning Commission 
denied our appeal without much thought and we were forced to 
appeal to the Ventura County Board of Supervisors. To back up 
our second appeal, we gathered more than 1,000 letters in support 
of our cause. We had support from a number of businesses in Ojai, 
and we even had Patagonia’s Great Pacific Ironworks store close its 
doors to attend the hearing, and lobby to save Santa Paula Canyon. 
The decision came down to a 3 - 2 vote, denying our appeal again.
We have now filed a lawsuit to ensure that Santa Paula Canyon is 
given the respect it deserves. In a court of law, there is no question 
that our claims will be supported and that the new oil wells will 
require a full environmental impact report. 
We are currently in the process of raising funds to file a lawsuit and 
we need all the help we can get. Contact Serena Kelsch at serena@
LPFW.org or by calling (805) 617-4610 x 2 to learn about what you 
can do to help Save Santa Paula Canyon.
Learn more at SaveSantaPaulaCanyon.org



On a sunny spring afternoon, more than 250 
ForestWatch supporters gathered under the oaks 
of the Thacher School’s Diamond Hitch Camp in 
Ojai to generate almost $60,000 to support our 
local forest conservation work. Attendees enjoyed 
wine, beer, and appetizers while bidding on more 
than one hundred silent auction items amidst 
live music from Blue Suede Sus. Chef Richard 
Maxwell and his crew prepared a fantastic gourmet 
barbecue dinner, and we awarded Pat Veesart our 
annual Wilderness Legacy Award for his staunch 
advocacy for the preservation of the Carrizo Plain 
National Monument. The dinner was wrapped up 
with an exciting live auction orchestrated by our 
master of ceremonies, Geoff Green, followed by 
gourmet cupcakes.
Our biggest fundraiser of the year, Ojai Wild! was 
a huge success – thanks to all of our friends, sup-
porters, volunteers, and sponsors. We are grateful 
to all of you who made the event possible and we 
look forward to seeing you again next spring!

Our first annual Santa Barbara Wild! was a huge 
success. We were able to raise over $29,000 for 
forest conservation due to the outpouring of com-
munity support we received! Thank you to the 
more than 150 people that came to attend the 
event! We had a ton of fun and we hope you did 
as well!
We hope you enjoyed the local craft brews from 
Figueroa Mountain Brewing Co.; the selection 
of our region’s best sustainably produced wines; 
the live music by Peter Feldman and the Very 
Lonesome Trio; the organic and local appetizers 
from Seasons Catering; and the coffee and dessert 
reception featuring McConnell’s Fine Ice Creams 
and Green Star Coffee.
Huge thank you as well to San Marcos Honey Co. 
and the Santa Barbara Beekeepers Association for 
the honey tasting and the live bee demonstration!
Thanks to GreenProject Consultants and Island 
Seed & Feed, only one gallon of trash was gener-
ated from Santa Barbara Wild! We recycled 35 
gallons of glass, plastic and cardboard; and com-
posted 65 gallons of food scraps! 
And finally, thanks to the guests, volunteers, and 
collaborating vendors who made this all possible!

Thank You for Your SupporT!

Bon Appetit
Figueroa Mountain Brewing Co.

Casa Barranca Organic Winery
Martian Ranch & Vineyard

Harrison Clarke Vineyard
Alma Rosa Winery & Vineyard

Alma Rosa Winery & Vineyard
Seasons Catering
Figueroa Mountain Brewing Co
Green Star Coffee
Foxen Vineyard & Winery
Kalyra Winery
McConnell’s Fine Ice Creams
Niven Family Wine Estates

Food and Drink Sponsors

Our Business Sponsors
The Thacher School

Patagonia
Deckers Outdoor Corporation

Carol Gravelle Graphic Design 
UCSB Coastal Fund

Hartigan/Foley
Environment Now

Slaughter, Regan & Cole LLP
Ojai Community Bank

BioResource Consultants
Boone Graphics 

Rainbow Bridge Natural Foods
Toad&Co

Roadrunner Shuttle
McGowan Guntermann

California Solar Electric

Toad&Co
Boone Graphics 
Buynak • Fauver • Archbald • Spray
Carol Gravelle Graphic Design
Delicate Productions
Erin Feinblatt Stills  + Motion
Island Seed and Feed
McGowan Guntermann
San Marcos Farms Honey Co.
Santa Barbara Beekeepers Association

Our Individual Sponsors
Rachael & Griffin Barkley
Dick and Marilyn Mazess
The Whited Family Trust
Yvon Chouinard
Jack and Sheri Overall
Cheryl Tomchin
Ruth Lasell and Robert Bonewitz
Allan Morton & Peet Steinmetz
Russel and Barbara Radom
Richard and Frederica Welch
Richard Alberts
Louise Heydt
Patricia Krout
Marc Kummel
Terri & Alex Laine
Steve and Sharon Metsch
Lila Trachtenberg and George Handler
Daniel & Paula Waldman

Griffin & Rachael Barkley
Bill Hart & Connie Eaton

Ruth Lasell & Robert Bonewitz
Dick & Marilyn Mazess
Steve & Sharon Metsch

Michael Mulligan & Joy Sawyer-
Mulligan

Allan S. Morton & Peet Steinmetz
Nancy Even & Joel Ohlgren

Jon & Erin Ohlgren
Gail Osherenko & Oran Young

Russ & Barbara Radom
Bill & Jill Shanbrom

Richard & Paula Whited
Richard & Frederica Welch

FIRST ANNUAL
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Bald eagle

Bald eagles are a rare sight within the Los 
Padres National Forest. With a wingspan of 6 
– 8 feet, bald eagles are the largest true raptor 
in North America and the second largest bird 
in North America (with the largest being the 
California condor). They range throughout 
most of North America and can be found in the 
Los Padres National Forest most commonly 
in the winter months. Breeding has been 
confirmed near the Los Padres National Forest 
near Lake Nacimiento, Lake Cachuma, and 
Lake Casitas where suitable habitat exists. Bald 
eagles live near rivers, lakes, marshes, and 
occasionally the coast where they primarily 
eat fish, but also waterfowl, turtles, rabbits, 
snakes, other small animals, and carrion. These 
raptors are migratory and travel great distances, 
but usually return to breed within 100 miles of 
their birthplace.

After a steep decline in their populations due 
to the use of DDT, in 1967, the Secretary of 
the Interior listed bald eagles below the 40th 
parallel under the Endangered Species Act of 
1967. Following Rachel Carson’s book Silent 
Spring, the EPA went on to ban the use of 
DDT in the US in the year 1972. In 1978, bald 
eagles were listed as endangered under the 
Endangered Species Act of 1973 throughout 
the lower 48 except in Michigan, Minnesota, 
Oregon, Washington, and Wyoming, where 
they were designated as threatened. Under 
the full protection of the ESA and with DDT 
banned, bald eagle populations grew and by 
July 1995 the species’ status was lowered to 
threatened. In 2007, bald eagle populations had 
risen to at least 9,789 breeding pairs and they 
were officially removed the bald eagle from 
the ESA.

Bald eagles remain fully protected under 
the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act 
and the Migratory Bird Treaty Act which 
both prohibit the killing, selling, or otherwise 
harming of eagles, their nests, or eggs. Los 
Padres ForestWatch will continue to work to 
safeguard habitat for bald eagles by protecting 
and restoring our local rivers and waterways.
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saN CLeMeNte 
daM reMoVaL

The San Clemente Dam, originally built in 
1921, was deemed seismically unsafe in 1992 
due to the large amount of sediment that had 
built up in the reservoir. While reinforcing 
the dam would have alleviated the safety 
concern, scientists found that complete dam 
removal to be the preferred alternative. This 
preferred alternative will not only prove 
to be a long term solution to public safety, 
but it will restore the natural sediment flow 
through the river and to the ocean and aid in 
the recovery of steelhead trout by providing 
access to over 25 miles of spawning and rear-
ing habitat.
The dam removal was indisputably neces-
sary, however, with 2.5 million cubic yards 
(almost the volume of two Empire State 
Buildings) of sediment held behind the dam, 
simply removing the structure would create 
substantial flooding risks during high rain 
years. Luckily, San Clemente Dam is located 
at the confluence of the Carmel River and 
San Clemente Creek and the two watersheds 
above are separated by a narrow ridge. The 
majority of the accumulated sediment is 
on the Carmel River portion of the dam. 
Therefore engineers rerouted a half mile por-
tion the Carmel River into the San Clemente 
Creek and used the abandoned stretch of the 
Carmel River as a permanent sediment stock-
pile. Through this approach, the engineers 
were able to significantly reduce costs by 
substantially decreasing the amount of sedi-
ment that would need to be moved. 

The new section of river has been restored 
to include a series of pools fashioned out of 
concrete sourced from the condemned dam, 
providing quality habitat to endangered steel-
head trout and California red-legged frogs. 
In addition, California American Water is 
donating 928 acres of property around the 
dam to the BLM, which is working with the 
Monterey Peninsula Regional Park District 
to develop recreational trails for use by the 
public.
Instead of going out with one big bang, 
the San Clemente Dam was removed over 
the course of six weeks from August to 
September. Currently, the dam removal team 
is conducting habitat restoration to improve 
fish passage and reconstruct the riparian cor-
ridor. 
The San Clemente Dam removal is among a 
number of other initiatives in the Los Padres 
National Forest. In the fall of 2013, as small 
coalition of state and federal agencies suc-
cessfully removed a dam from Lion Creek. 
Matilija Dam has also been selected for 
removal, and studies are currently underway 
to determine how to best handle the sediment. 
Lastly, Forest Service officials are currently 
looking at ways to address steelhead barri-
ers on the Manzana and North Fork Matilija 
Creeks.

San Clemente Dam, once a 106-foot-tall dam on the 
Carmel River in the northern Los Padres, is now the 

largest dam to be removed in California history.

steLLar 
iNterNs
Sam Prawer
Sam was ForestWatch’s legal intern for the 
summer of 2015. His primary responsibili-
ties were legal research and writing, but he 
also attended local government hearings for 
ForestWatch and participated in survey and 
cleanup projects within the forest.
Sam is now a second year student at UCLA 
School of Law, and holds bachelor’s degree 
in philosophy with a focus on environmental 
ethics from Bates College in Lewiston Maine. 
As a transplant to California, Sam’s connec-
tion to the forest comes from a longstanding 
love for nature and a passion for protecting 
and preserving wildlife. Growing up in Maine, 
where mountain and sea are closely connected, 
the Los Padres National Forest was naturally a 
place that he was able to get excited about.
When not pursuing legal studies, Sam enjoys 
getting outdoors through hiking, surfing, and 
skiing. He can usually be found early in the 
morning floating in the water along southern 
California’s beautiful coastline.

Thomas Ichinose
Thomas was ForestWatch’s Geographic 
Information Systems intern for the summer 
of 2015. Thomas used geographic systems to 
analyze spatial data and create maps to support 
our work. In addition, he also helped survey for 
invasive plants on the Santa Ynez River. 
Thomas’s time spent in the San Gabriel 
mountains just outside of LA pushed him to 
pursue a undergraduate career at UCSB in 
Environmental Science with an emphasis in 
Geographical Information Systems. 
While Thomas’s work is centered around the 
computer, it is grounded in a great appreciation 
for the natural world. “The meaning  of work 
I do in the office is reinforced whenever I step 
out into nature,” Thomas shared.
“Technical skills, preparedness, and determina-
tion go a long way in achieving goals when it 
comes to environmental protection practices. 
The wonderful members of LPFW exhibit all of 
these, and I have been graced with the oppor-
tunity to work with these wonderful people in 
preserving this pristine landscape.”

 ---

Thanks for all of your hard work Sam and 
Thomas, we had a lot of fun working with you 
two!
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Forest iN the 
Crosshairs
new report Documents Widespread Damage, Public Safety, & health risks from 
target Shooting in Los Padres national Forest.

caused 42 wildfires in the Los Padres National 
Forest between 1992 and 2010, burning a 
combined total of 74,382 acres. When certain 
types of bullets strike rocks or other objects, 
they can throw sparks that ignite surrounding 
grass or brush and quickly spread.
Los Padres officials first expressed concern 
about unmanaged target shooting in the 1970s. 
While other forests in southern California 
adopted forest-wide bans on target shooting, 
the Los Padres continued to take a hands-
off approach until 2005, when the Regional 
Forester – the top forest official in California 
– ordered a “fundamental change in policy” 
and ordered the closure of the forest to target 
shooting. Under the new policy, a handful of 
formally-managed shooting ranges could con-
tinue to operate, following the model of the 
other three southern California forests.
Despite the Regional Forester’s 2005 direc-
tive, forest officials have not taken steps to 
formally implement the ban, allowing target 
shooting to continue. ForestWatch formally 
requested that the Forest Service implement 
the ban in 2008, but the Forest Supervisor at 
the time denied the request but promised that 
it would be addressed within five years.
The report recommends that the Forest 
Service implement the 2005 mandate to close 
the forest to target shooting and formally 
establish a handful of well-managed shooting 
ranges. Other recommendations include using 
volunteers to clean up shooting sites once the 
closure order is in place, remediating con-
taminated sites, increasing law enforcement 
presence in key areas, and pursuing new fund-
ing opportunities to ensure that the agency has 
the resources necessary to properly address 
this problem.
The report is available on the ForestWatch 
website at: 
LPFW.org/forest-in-the-crosshairs

A recent report released by Los Padres 
ForestWatch identifies unregulated target 
shooting as one of the most serious threats to 
natural resources and public health and safety 
in the Los Padres National Forest. The report 
recommends that the U.S. Forest Service 
close the forest to target shooting, consistent 
with how the other three national forests in 
southern California are managed.
The report – titled “Forest in the Crosshairs: 
The Environmental, Health & Safety Impacts 
of Target Shooting in the Los Padres National 
Forest” summarizes the results of our multi-
year investigation encompassing more than 
one million acres of public land in San Luis 
Obispo, Santa Barbara, Ventura, and Kern 
counties. 
We found 94 dispersed target shooting sites 
throughout the forest, places where shooting 
enthusiasts practice their marksmanship using 
informal targets ranging from paper and clay, 
to household appliances and furniture. The 
trash and items are abandoned, and the sites 
are littered with shotgun shells, lead bullets, 
and other hazardous items. Many of these 
shooting sites are within footsteps of fragile 
waterways and popular campgrounds, trails, 
and recreational hotspots.
Unmanaged target shooting can cause serious 
impacts to the environment, human health, 
and public safety. In particular, there has been 
a growing concern over the accumulation of 
lead ammunition at shooting sites. Lead – a 
highly toxic metal – can leach into the soil 
and contaminate nearby rivers, streams, and 
groundwater, causing long-term effects on 
environmental and public health.
Other consequences of unmanaged target 
shooting include trash and litter left behind at 
shooting sites, vandalism and graffiti, wild-
fires and other public safety hazards, damaged 
and dead trees, and wildlife poisoning.
According to data provided to ForestWatch by 
the U.S. Forest Service, target shooting has 



VoLuNteer 
suCCesses!
ForestWatch volunteers get boots on the ground to protect wildlife and watersheds

Over the last twelve months, 103 dedicated and hardworking volunteers 
ventured out to help restore our forest. Thanks to their work, we were 
able to remove more than 2,650 pounds of trash (almost 1,000 pounds of 
which were microtrash), eradicate 3,200 square yards of cape ivy, survey 
10 miles of stream for tamarisk, and more!

Despite the high heat over the summer our volunteer teams worked hard 
to get out and clean up the forest. Thank you to each and every one of 
you, we sincerely appreciate all of your hard work!

A big thanks as well to UCSB’s Associated Students Coastal Fund, the 
Rotary Club of Ojai, and Patagonia for supporting our work to clean up 
watersheds and support wildlife habitat!

To stay informed on all of our volunteer opportunities be sure 
to sign up for our monthly newsletter online, by emailing tan-

ner@LPFW.org, or by calling (805) 617-4610x3.

July 16, 2015: 14 Patagonia volunteers remove 400 
pounds of microtrash from Sespe tributary.

August 2015: Volunteers survey 10 miles of Santa 
Ynez River for invasive tamarisk.

June 28, 2015: Volunteers climb down into 
Mission Creek to remove 3,200 yards of  

invasive Cape Ivy.

September 19 2015: Volunteers clean up a remote 
marijuana grow site and remove over 500 pounds of 

refuse and 1.5 miles of irrigation tubing.
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CeNtraL Coast 

WiLderNess
Here’s one of the easiest ways YOU can help 
secure central coast wilderness protection. 
(And it won’t cost anything more than a 49 
cent stamp.)
Following Congresswoman Lois Capps’ initial 
introduction of the Central Coast Heritage Pro-
tection Act in April of last year, 2015 brought 
not only a reintroduction of that bill, but also a 
companion bill introduced by Senator Barbara 
Boxer. With a frustratingly inactive Congress, 
Capps’ and Boxer’s companion bills were a 
welcome breath of fresh air for what has been 
a lengthy organizing campaign.
If you’ve forgotten the details of this bill that 
will protect land in Los Padres and Carrizo 
Plain for recreation, tourism, and wildlife, 
here’s a quick rundown: 245,500 additional 
acres of wilderness, two new scenic areas with 
a total area of 34,500 acres, 159 miles of wild 
and scenic river designation, and the creation 
of the 400-mile Condor National Recreation 
Trail,
Why is wilderness designation necessary? 
Wilderness designation, which takes an Act of 
Congress, helps to sustain the area’s quality of 
life, ensure clean water for communities, con-
serve valuable wildlife habitat, and stimulate 
a vibrant local economy. Wilderness designa-
tion can only be applied to public land, and is 
our strongest form of protection for our most 
precious resources. While the designation pre-
cludes destructive activities such as mining 
and drilling, development, and logging, by 
definition it allows for recreational enjoyment 
such as hiking, hunting, fishing, backpacking 
and horseback riding. 
ForestWatch has been working on this cam-
paign for several years now. So where are we 
today?
Here are the very simplified steps to how a 
bill becomes a law. First, the legislation has 
to be written and introduced by a member of 

Congress. Then it needs a hearing, followed 
by a vote. If a bill passes through one chamber 
(House of Representatives or Senate), a com-
panion bill needs to go through the other house. 
Once the bill passes through both the House of 
Representatives and the Senate, it goes to the 
President for his signature of approval.
Many, many bills are written and introduced. 
Very few make it past that initial stage. The 
good news about Senator Boxer’s companion 
bill for the Central Coast Heritage Protection 
Act is that we are now poised to get through 
both houses. The frustrating reality is that both 
bills still need a hearing and a vote. How do we 
make that happen?
If a bill is going to make it to a hearing – out 
of all the many, many, many bills that are wait-
ing for a hearing – it will be because Congress 
feels pressure from citizens to take action. And 
with both Representative Capps and Senator 
Boxer retiring at the end of this term, it is cru-
cial that we do everything we can to pass this 
bill now, before we have to start over at ground 
zero with their replacements.
And this is where YOU come in – we need 
your help! Senator Boxer and Congresswoman 
Capps need to hear from us that we want them 
to make this bill a priority and ask for a hearing. 
With about 500 business and VIP supporters 
now from across the central coast, the Act has 
the broad-based support Congress wants to see 
in order to cast a “yes” vote. You can help the 
campaign by writing a letter to Senator Boxer 
and Congresswoman Capps showing your sup-
port of the Act and asking them to request a 
hearing. If you are not smooth with words, not 
to worry – we can provide you with a template 
to use. Please contact Laura, our Wild Heritage 
Program Director, at laura@lpfw.org if you are 
willing to join this letter writing campaign to 
protect our area’s most wild places.
Learn more at CentralCoastWild.org
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alma rosa
Winery
“Agriculture and nature in sustainable 
harmony” is the trademark printed on every 
label of Alma Rosa wine. For Richard 
Sandford, owner of Alma Rosa Winery, 
sustainability means “taking care of present 
needs without compromising the future.”  
And Alma Rosa follows this philosophy into 
practice in their vineyards. With wildlife 
corridors throughout the estate, the winery 
installs owl and bluebird boxes in the 
vineyards to control the rodent and bug 
population. Alma Rosa staff recognize the 
added value nature brings to their day to 
day operations. As a result of their efforts 
to work in harmony with nature, Alma Rosa 
is the first sustainably farmed vineyard in 
Santa Barbara County. 
Alma Rosa Winery is interested in partnering 
with organizations interested in social justice 
and environmental responsibility. Richard 
shared that the reason Alma Rosa partners 
with Los Padres ForestWatch is because the 
organization is aware of what is happening 
in our local National Forest, and appreciates 
that ForestWatch is “a bell ringer” when 
there are issues affecting our region’s public 
lands. If the public is unaware of issues, 
they can’t do anything to help the situation. 
ForestWatch ensures the public is aware of 
the issues facing our local forest. 
Alma Rosa has been a long-time supporter 
of ForestWatch, and its staff are often 
found pouring their outstanding wine at 
ForestWatch events. This year, at Santa 
Barbara WILD!, Alma Rosa poured their 
Santa Barbara County Pinot Gris 2014, 
before it had been officially released to the 
public, exclusively for our guests! 
We invite you to visit Alma Rosa Winery’s 
beautiful and friendly new tasting room in 
Buellton, located at 181 C Industrial Way. 
It’s an easy stop off of Highway 101 along 
the rolling Santa Rita Hills. They would love 
for you to stop by and visit, please tell them 
that ForestWatch sent you.  
We at ForestWatch are grateful for Alma 
Rosa’s ongoing support of the forest in 
our backyard. Their holistic agricultural 
practices, love for the forest, understanding 
of nature, and support of our good cause 
makes lighter work of protecting and 
preserving the Los Padres National Forest. 
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Allan Morton & Peet Steinmetz
Alma Rosa Winery & Vineyards
Arta River Trips
Aveda
Bear Corner Adventures
BearVault
Beckmen Vineyards
Belmond El Encanto
Michael Benedict
Carol Bennet
Bennett’s Honey Farm
Betty Belts DvH Designs
Bicycles of Ojai
Black Diamond Equipment
Blenders in the Grass
Bragg Live Food Products
Bruce Vincent/Ojai Naturalist
Cachuma Press
Castoro Cellars
Central Coast Outdoors
Channel Islands Sportfishing Center
Circle Bar B Guest Ranch & Stables
Coastal Concierge
Coffee Cat
Alex & Ann Cole
Condor’s Hope Wines
Coquelicot Estate Winery
Danyel Dean
Dave & Noel Kelsch
Deckers
DV8 Cellars
Eagle Creek

Meredith and Billy Brace
Marc Muench Photography
Natali Family
National Geographic Maps
Neff
New Frontiers Natural Marketplace
The Oaks at Ojai
Ojai Alisal Vineyard
Ojai Naturalist
Ojai Valley Athletic Club
Ojai Valley Inn and Spa
John & Erin Ohlgren
Osprey Packs
Osteria Monte Grappa
Otter Box
The Palace Grill
Patagonia
Peet Steinmetz
Pure Order Brewing Co.
Ranchita Relaxita
Rancho Oso Resort
Real Cheap Sports
The Refill Shoppe
REI
Rincon Brewery
Rocky Mountain Buffalo Ranch
Sagebrush Annie’s
Salt Cave
San Marcos Farms Honey Co.
Santa Barbara Adventure Company
Santa Barbara Beekeepers Assoc.

Earth Skills
Earthworks Climbing School
Elemental Herbs
Erin Feinblatt Stills + Motion
Figueroa Mountain Brewing Co.
Firestone-Walker Brewing Co.
Foxen Vineyard and Winery
Frameworks of Ojai
Gary Bulla’s Flyfishing Adventures
Goodwin Ranch
Granada Theater
Great Pacific Child Development Ctr.
Halper Fine Art
Hattie
Herbal Advantage
Herbwalks with Lanny Kaufer
Inside Track
Island Packers
Island Restaurant
Island Seed & Feed
Jonathan Hopkins
Julie Fiscalini Massage
Juniper Ridge
Kalyra Winery
Lassens Natural Foods & Vitamins
Lawrence Alcorn
Los Padres Outfitters
Lush Cosmetics
Mano Farms
Marcia Burtt Studios
Martian Ranch & Vineyard
Mercury Press

Santa Barbara Frame Shop & Gallery
Santa Barbara Home Impr. Center
Santa Barbara Museum of Art
Santa Barbara Public Market
Santa Barbara Yoga Center
Santa Barbara Zoo
Santa Ynez Valley Marriott
Saucelito Canyon Vineyard & Winery
Simpson House Inn
Sonicare
Style West
Su Nido Inn
Susan Frank Fine Art
Susan Guy
Sweet Basil Cafe
Telegraph Brewing Co.
Terri Laine
Teva
Tim Hauf Photography
Toad&Co
Top Off Wine Tours
Trail Prints
UCSB Arts & Lectures
Upham Hotel and Country House
Ventana Wildlife Society
Ventura Marriott
Vertical Heaven Rock Climbing Gym
Vices & Spices
Ann & David Welborn
Zaca Mesa Winery
Zen Paradise


