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JOB ANNOUNCEMENT 
Conservation Director 

 
Santa Barbara • Ojai • Santa Ynez Valley 

California 
 
Los Padres ForestWatch, one of the leading land and wildlife conservation organizations 
along California’s central coast, is seeking a Conservation Director to join our team. Our 
work spans nearly 220 miles of some of California’s most spectacular landscapes, from the 
famed Big Sur shoreline to the backcountry of the Los Padres National Forest, the Carrizo 
Plain National Monument, and other public lands in San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara, and 
Ventura counties. The Conservation Director will help us build on our successful twelve-
year track record of land conservation throughout our region. 
 
Description 
The Conservation Director is a dynamic full-time position that involves a combination of 
legal and policy advocacy, science, field work, community outreach, media relations, and 
volunteer coordination. Working closely with the Executive Director, the specific 
responsibilities of this position include: 
 
1.  Advocate for the protection of wild places along California’s central coast. 
 

• Review land use proposals and environmental documents, consult with experts in 
various scientific disciplines, evaluate compliance with environmental protection 
laws and regulations, and prepare written and/or oral comments on activities that 
may impact natural resources. 

• Write concise and accurate fact sheets, opinion pieces, articles, and email action 
alerts, and communicate effectively with traditional and social media. 

• Identify and prioritize threats facing public lands throughout our region, and craft 
policies and strategies to identify meaningful solutions. 

• Maintain positive working relationships with agency officials, decision-makers, 
partner organizations, and other stakeholders. 

• Analyze technical information from scientists and land management agencies and 
present it to the public in an understandable and usable format. 

 
2.  Cultivate and engage conservation allies and the public to build broad public support for 

protecting key wild places in the Los Padres National Forest. 
 

• Encourage stakeholders to write letters and participate in land use decisions. 



 
 
 

 
 
 

• Build and maintain relationships with diverse groups including 
environmentalists, farmers and ranchers, wineries, tourism bureaus, local 
businesses, and forest users such as hikers, mountain bikers, rock climbers, 
hunters, anglers, and horseback riders. 

• Secure local, regional, and national media coverage on a variety of land 
conservation issues affecting our region. 

 
3.  Collect field data, monitor land uses, coordinate volunteers, organize environmental restoration 

projects, and communicate with the public. 
 

• Monitor land use activities (i.e. oil drilling and fracking, mining, logging, livestock 
grazing, vegetation clearing, off-road vehicle use), collect field data, investigate 
and report environmental damage to law enforcement, and communicate findings 
and conclusions to land managers and decision-makers. 

• Develop and implement environmental restoration projects using volunteers in 
the field, including trash cleanups, graffiti removal, invasive plant eradication, and 
wildlife habitat restoration. 

• Attend public events and staff informational booths to educate the public about 
the importance of public lands and the threats facing them. 

 
Essential Qualifications and Skills 
The ideal candidate will possess a strong background in legal and policy advocacy with at 
least 3-5 years of progressive accomplishments in public lands conservation. We’re 
seeking someone who is highly motivated, able to work independently and juggle 
multiple priorities and tasks in a fast-paced office environment, has excellent 
communication skills, and exceptional writing and research skills and attention to detail.  
 
Applicants should have a demonstrated passion for environmental protection, a strong 
drive to work as part of a team to accomplish short-term and long-term goals, and a 
robust sense of humor. A bachelor’s degree in environmental studies, science, 
communications, public relations, political science, or related field is desired, and a 
master’s or J.D. is preferred, but applicants with equivalent work experience will also be 
considered.  
 
This position requires stellar writing, research, presentation and analytical skills with a 
meticulous attention to detail. The selected candidate must be highly organized and be 
able to shift from big-picture thinking to details execution, while maintaining momentum 
on multiple projects. The candidate must be able to plan and prioritize a busy workload 
across short-term and long-term needs, and to carefully track and meet goals and 
deadlines. 

Proficiency in MS Word, Excel, PowerPoint, and Adobe Acrobat is a must. In addition, 
experience with ArcGIS and hand-held field equipment such as GPS units is a plus. The 



 
 
 

 
 
 

candidate must be flexible and adaptable to learning and understanding emerging 
technologies and new media. 

Location 
We are headquartered in Santa Barbara, California, a mid-sized coastal town with exciting 
opportunities to explore the outdoors, arts, restaurants, breweries, and wineries. 
 
The ideal candidate will work from our Santa Barbara office. However, we will also 
consider applicants who are based in nearby communities where we work, such as Ojai or 
the Santa Ynez Valley. 
 
This position requires occasional work on evenings and weekends, traveling in remote 
areas (sometimes on dirt roads requiring four-wheel drive), and work in the field 
(including hiking several miles and other moderate physical labor). 
 
Compensation 
ForestWatch offers an excellent benefits package, including employer-paid medical 
insurance, a generous paid holiday and vacation package, and a 403(b) retirement savings 
plan. ForestWatch employees also enjoy significant pro discounts from some of the 
world’s leading outdoor apparel and equipment companies. The salary range for this 
position is $45,000 to $60,000, commensurate with experience and comparable to that of 
other nonprofits in the region, and consistent with our region’s higher cost of living. 
 
Application Procedure 
To apply, please submit a cover letter describing your qualifications for this position, 
resume, a legal- or policy-related writing sample, and the names and contact information 
of three professional references to jobs@LPFW.org . Due to the volume of applicants, only 
those considered for an interview will be contacted. No phone calls, please. 
 
This position is available immediately. Applications will be reviewed on a rolling basis 
until the position is filled. 
 
Los Padres ForestWatch is an equal opportunity employer. For more information about 
our conservation programs, visit our website at www.LPFW.org 
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